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Why do we care about climate change ?

Global Land—Ocean Temperature Index
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A realization
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ection to extreme weather

manmade climate change significantly increase
e droughts and freakishly warm winlers,
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Columbia University

Understand how climate

change impacts food, water,
and shelter. Find energy
solutions.
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Water

Climate change Is changing access to water
for drinking, agriculture, and power

Projected Change in Precipitation 1950-2000 to 2021-2040
(Percent of 1950-2000)
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Food « Commodity Crops

For each degree of warming
crop vields lower by 5-10%

Corn (Years 1950-1977)
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Food ¢ from the Ocean

Ocean acidification affects
the base of the food chain

A sea—surface pH [—]
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Shelter » Sea level & extreme weather




Conflict

Climate and conflict are related.

8- - Strongly affected by El Nifo 3
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— Weakly affected by El Nino
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Sea surface temperature of eastern equatorial Pacific,
May-Dec average (°C)

US Dept of Defense (2010 QDR): “Climate change will have
significant geopolitical impacts around the world,
contributing to greater competition for more limited and
critical life-sustaining resources like food and water”




Mary Robinson

Fmr. President of Ireland

“Climate change Is, after all, a development issue.

Unchecked, climate change will undermine
development gains and increase poverty and
vulnerabillity.

Acknowledging climate change and setting in place
policies to address it can make a positive
contribution to long term, sustainable growth, job
creation and prosperity.”



Climate change threatens

the world we want

Climate shouldn’t
be just an SDG

theme.
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Food and nutrition security
Energy
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... and climate change

Climate impacts
most SDG themes

Climate Change impacts:
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Thank you & Possible Discussion topics

1. This isn’t going away. Climate and energy
transitions are near — are these SDG
opportunities ?

2. How to work In such a polarized issue ?

3. Science can inform future choices and

priorities. How to fast-track needed knowledge
?

4. Adaptation can lead to long term, sustainable
growth, Jjob creation and prosperity.

5. Domestic leadership, international
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Thank You.



