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Address at the Openning of Session 1
2013 Global Forum on Human Settlements

Lu Haifeng
Distinguished guests, Dear friends, Ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon.

It’s such a pleasure to join you today in the Berlin High-level Dialogue and the 2013
Global Forum on Human Settlements. Thanks for your support and participation.
Thanks for the guidance and assistance of UNEP, UNDESA, ICLEI, INNOZ. It is
your consistent support and guidance that have enabled us gather here. Moreover, |
am grateful to partners for their support and contribution to the success of the Berlin
events.

The 2013 Global Forum on Human Settlements is the 8" forum to date. In the Chinese
culture, eight is a lucky number, it shared the same pronunciation with the Chinese
character “fa”, which means prosperity and development in Chinese interpretation,
and is believed to bring people big fortune. Since June, 2012, when the 7" Annual
Forum was held as an important associated events of Rio+20, our Annual Forum has
been closely linked with the UN conferences and events, which not only provides
support to UN effort, but bring the participants with forwarding-looking ideas,
broader views and good experiences. We continued to take this pattern in this year’s
forum. It’s a new exploration in the development of the forum and conforms to the
GFHS mission.

This is the first time that our Annual Forum is held in Europe. In Germany, and also
in the entire European regions, the efforts on sustainable city is worth of learning and
promotion. Yesterday, the officials of City of Berlin introduced to us Urban transport
and emobility projects Berlin.  After that, we visited the platform of electric mobility
and the urban renewal projects in the EUREF campus. These best practices are truly
inspirational and | think we all benefit from it. It’s one of the most important reasons
why we choose to hold the forum here in Berlin.

Ladies and gentlemen, following the opening, you are gonna see four highlights:
Sustainable City Initiatives, Best Practices in Sustainable Urban Development and
Eco-cities, Dialogue among Low Carbon Cities and the Global Human Settlements
Award Ceremony. These initiatives, practices are strictly selected by the organizers.
They’re outstanding models in respective fields and a collection of innovations as
well. They’re practical actions to the Rio+ 20 Decisions. | believe it will give you
some inspirations.



Ladies and Gentlemen, as everybody knows, in recent years, the international
community has been continuously making efforts towards sustainable development.
However, the research data from various sources indicated that we’re still facing
severe challenges.

Greed is the root cause of the fall of the ancient Roman Empire. Greed is the root
cause of modern financial crises. Creed is also the root cause of today’s
environmental changes and climate change. The eager for quick success and great
profits in business, and the behaviours of boasting and comparing with each other in
consumptions, have undoubtedly aggravated the resources and environmental crises.
Christianity teaches people to “love your neighbor as yourself”’, Buddhism advocates
people to have Sila, Samadhi and Panna so as to drop greed, anger, and delusion. The
Chinese philosopher Lao Tse advocated to “follow after nature”, while Confucius
called on people to “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you”. Perhaps,
we can learn something from the religions and ancient sages. Perhaps, the Nature is
the best teacher. And perhaps simple, healthy and moderate lifestyle is the best choice.
Everybody can do it, as long as you will.

As Gunter Pauli wrote in the book of Blue Economy, people make much ado about
nothing, and they produced a large amount of materials they don’t need and piles of
waste. If we can follow the nature and apply the physical law to make use of nutrients
and energies, we can create the blue ocean of sustainable blue economy. In the book,
Gunter Pauli listed 100 innovations, among which one innovation is how do we
manage the seven important flows of buildings, including air, light, water, energy,
sound, people and material, and finally work out the brand-new ecological green
buildings. For example, we can learn from the termite how to control the air flow
inside the building to obtain a comfortable temperature and fresh air, and the
simulation of zebra stripes can lower the temperature on the surface of buildings, and
so on. Such buildings are already been constructed, but they need to be further
promoted.

The Polish writer Henryk Sienkiewicz wrote at the end of his book Quo Vadis,
“And so Nero passed, as a whirlwind, as a storm, as a fire, as war or death
passes...Quo Vadis, Domine?” Rio+20 has already pointed out the direction and the
course of action regarding “where to go” for human beings. Now the key is the
implementations.

Sustainable human settlements is the key and foundation of the future we want. The
implementations require foresights of politicians, social responsibilities carried out by
businesssectors, participations of the public. This cause is both great and full of
challenges. We still have a long way to go. | believe the Annual Forum will play a



positive role to guide and promote, to provide better lessons, cases and partnerships
for us. They will inspire the courage and determination of implementations, and will
bring interested parties together for concerted actions and win-win result.

This forum will be a new starting point. GFHS will continue to coordinate with and
support the United Nations in respect of its policies and actions on sustainable cities
and will avoid the endless, narrow-minded bargaining and empty talk. We will
continue to popularize and promote the Rio +20 decisions, and mobilize the local
governments, enterprises, professional institutions and the public to make their first
move, and will have the global policies to come to fruition in the local level first.

Ladies and gentlemen, you are already taking the lead and contributing significantly
to the sustainable development. We call for your further active participation to
unleash your creativity and leadership, and do what you should do as a global citizen,
providing models to implement Rio + 20 decisions, and finally realize the future we
want. Here, tremendous opportunities and hope are coming!

Thank you!



