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Integrate the values of nature into decisions



6UN EWG on SDG Linkages, January 2018

motivate greater, more targeted investments in natural capital
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improve the well-being of people and nature
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Sustainable Development Planning

Securing Freshwater

Sustainable, Livable Cities

Standards for the Private Sector

Safe, Resilient Coastal Communities

We work in a wide array of 
sectors, developing nature-
based solutions to problems 
around the world.
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1. Direct positive relationship between nature 

and SDGs 

2. Complex relationship with multiple factors 

affecting SDG achievement (+/-); 

3. Bi-directional relationship: Nature affects 

achievement & achievement affects nature

4. One-way relationship: Achievement affects 

nature

5. High-level, often indirect relationships 

between nature and SDGs

IPBES Global Assessment Report Chapter 3 in progress…
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National development planning

Sustainable Development Goals
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Development Planning in The Bahamas
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Environment Economy

Governance Human Capital
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Volta Basin 
Authority--
Strategic Action 
Plan
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Relative impacts 
of scenarios on 
SDGs
(based on % change in 
ecosystem service supply 
from business as usual 
scenario)

Johnson, Wood, Jones, and DeClerk in prep
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Becky Chaplin-Kramer, Rich Sharp, 
Justin Johnson, Kate Brauman, Jess 
Silver, Adrian Vogl, Charlotte Weil, 

Steve Polasky

Global InVEST for 
IPBES Scenarios 

Assessment
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Ecosystem Services  
for Global Assessment
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The distillation of 
science into software 
models and the 
distribution of that 
software to anyone 
who can use it. 

Expert

New 
Science

Scientific 
Literature

Software Platform
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Domain Expertise Required

Years

Months

Days

Seconds!

Ph.D.Technician /

Project Manager

New Science

The NatCap Software Platform

Scientific Literature

Scientific Expert
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Take-homes
• Nature and nature’s contributions to people are critical to 

achieving many SDGs

• Global prosperity requires acknowledgment of interconnections 

between the human enterprise and nature

• We have the science, tools, and understanding today to explore 

trade-offs and synergies and to use information about these 

linkages to make smarter decisions for a more sustainable world
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www.naturalcapitalproject.org

anne.guerry@stanford.edu

Twitter: @AnneGuerry


