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•Established in 1993 in 

Samoa 

•21 Pacific islands 

•5 metropolitan 

countries 

MANDATE 

To promote cooperation in the Pacific islands region 

and to provide assistance in order to protect and 

improve the environment and to ensure sustainable 

development for present and future generations 



 

PACIFIC LEADERS CALL  

UN Oceans Conference Pacific Prep Meeting: 
 

•Urgent action for a Cleaner Pacific at all levels 

•Reduce Plastics and all forms of pollution by 2025 

•Recognise impacts by polluting practices from outside 
the Pacific region 

•Called for Action on difficult and legacy marine 
pollution issues such as nuclear waste, radioactive and 
other contaminants, shipwrecks and WWII relics 



WWII Wrecks 

 13 million tonnes of shipping sunk in the 
Pacific in WWII 

 
 Britain (1940 vessels), Japan (3322 vessels) 

and the US (1022 vessels)  
 

 Regional Strategy in place to address WWII 
Wrecks 

 
•USS Mississinewa – Ulithi Atoll 9Mil Litres 

recovered 
 
 

 

 



Marine Litter 

Poor waste disposal contributes 
to 80% of marine debris  
 

•Hazards to vessel navigation 

•Potential vehicle for aquatic 
invasive species transport 

•Transport and release of 
pesticides 

•Loss of public amenity 

•Marine animal entanglement and 
smothering 

Photo © Missouri Department of Conservation 



PLASTIC INGESTION BY FISH 

GLOBAL REVIEW - Out of 215 species of marine fish examined for the presence of marine 

plastics, plastic ingestion was found in 136 species, of which 109 were of  commercial value.  

Mugil cephalus Mullus barbatus Lampris sp. Micromesistius poutassou Chelidonichthys cuculus Zeus faber 

73 % 64 % 43 – 58 % 

52 % 

52 % 

48 % 

FIELD STUDY – 34 species collected from 3 locations: Upolu (12), Tahiti (9), Rapa Nui (6), 
plastic found in 97% of fish species. More plastic found as you go eastward 

Katsuwonus pelamis 

32 % 
Thunnus albacares 

35 % 

Lethrinus amboinensis 

34 % 

Ellochelon vaigiensis 

52 % 

Caranx sp. 
juvenile 

44 % 

Decapterus macrosoma 

36 % 

Upolu, Samoa Tahiti, French Polynesia 



Auckland                Apia                 Tahiti            Easter Island  

Plastic ingestion across locations 

Ingestion across the 
Pacific 



PACIFIC and SIDS Challenges 

•Waste management capacity and practices 

•Solid waste collection and management 

•National polices and legislation to control 
plastics 

•Alternatives to replace single use plastics is 
sustainable 

•Alternative still contain harmful plastic 
content 



OBSERVER REPORTS ON 
MARINE POLLUTION 



Oil Spillages 
and Leakages, 

16% 

Abandoned, Lost 
or Dumped Fishing 

Gear, 13% 

Plastics, 37% 

Metals, 15% 

Waste Oil, 9% 

General Garbage,8% 

Chemicals, 2% 

Waste Dumped, 
71% 

Purse Seine Pollution Incidents by Pollution 
Type, 2003-2015 



What are the solutions? 

• Raise awareness 

• Improved waste management capacity and practices 

• 3R’s - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

• Fast track policies and legislation control and ban 

• Improve vessel on-board practices 

• Improve port state facilities - Pacific Regional Reception 
Facilities Plan 

• Meet international obligations such MARPOL, Cape 
Town Agreement 

 



What are the solutions? 

• International Community can also assist SIDS as well 

• Assist members and SIDS meet IMO Convention 
Obligations such as MARPOL 

• Assist in resource mobilization to implement regional 
coordinated approaches – Cleaner Pacific 2025 

• Ensure plastics are included into reduction and removal 
strategies 

• Use practices that minimize the creation and 
accumulation of non-biodegradable waste 

• Strengthen the Global iniatitives such as Global 
Partnership Marine Litter including ALDFG   

 

 


