
Plausible scenarios related to the development, 

dissemination and adoption of automation 

technologies in the production base of developed 

and developing countries?  

Session 4 

WA N G  X I N G Q U A N  

S H A N G H A I  A C A D E M Y  O F  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E S  



• Two aspects of plausible scenarios we could expect in 

developed countries.  

• First, as manufacturing bases have been largely 

transferred to developing countries, enterprises will 

relatively easily embrace automation technology to 

replace existing combination technology/labor without 

major consequences on employment and local social 

stability.   



• Second, given the R&D capability very located in 

developed countries, it will be an opportunity to benefit 

from talent resources and automation patents to acquire 

new competitive advantage in the international labor 

division.  

 



• There are three aspects of scenarios we could expect in 

developing countries.  

 

• First, due to the cost compared with labor, automation 

technology will be adopted in a very limited scale.  

 



• Second, the manufacturing industries related to 

automatization will be massively relocated to developing 

countries because of the labor cost. Some countries will 

accumulate their manufacturing capacity and technology 

and get fully involved in modern world through imitation 

then catch-up advantage.  

 



• Third, for a country which attaches a great importance to 

social stability and refuses social changes, when the 

automation technology becomes gradually industrialized 

for production and services, the choice between adopting 

and banning will be a real dilemma and incur huge social 

cost.  

 



• Case 1  

 

• JBJ and taobao 

• Alternative to automation vs formal labor division 

Autotmation Professional Social production

Internet platform   cluster platform



• Case 2  Ranking of smart cities  

 

• Smart Infrastructure  

• Smart economy 

• Smart governance. 
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