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Distinguished Co-facilitators

Let me, at the outset, congratulate you on behalf of the Arab Group and
express our appreciation for your valuable efforts to progress successfully in
the process of intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 development
agenda and getting us to this final stage of negotiations.

The Arab Group would also like to align itself with the statement delivered,
yesterday, by the distinguished Representative of South Africa on behalf of
the Group of 77 and China.

Co-facilitators
Ladies and Gentlemen

The Arab Group welcomes the final draft of the post-2015 development
agenda, which was circulated on the 8" of this month and considers it a good
basis for reaching a final text that meets our ambitions and can bring
significant change in the process of development of developing countries and
the eradication of extreme poverty in the world.

The Group considers that the proposed text has responded to many concerns
that have been expressed during the last rounds of intergovernmental
negotiations, but it remains likely to be improved in some aspects and the
Arab Group will submit proposals in this regard.

The Group would like to make the following general observations:

1. Regarding the preamble: The Arab Group takes note of the new
wording of the preamble and believes that it has been improved drastically by
deleting the list of goals that have been selectively picked up from the goals
of sustainable development and replacing them by five general elements :
People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership.

These themes cover, in our view, the three dimensions of sustainable
development. The Group welcomes, in particular, the mention in the
preamble of the topics of ending poverty, ensuring quality education and a
healthy life for all, protecting the planet and especially fighting climate




change, desertification and land degradation and promoting sustainable
industry and agriculture, as well as fostering peaceful and safe societies.

2. Regarding the declaration: The Group welcomes many positive
elements contained in the draft declaration, particularly by stressing that
poverty eradication is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable
requirement for sustainable development and reaffirming the goal of
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger by 2030.

The Group also likes to thank the co-facilitators for the valuable principles
and rights they integrated in the declaration that were claimed by the Arab
Group, including:

- The commitment to remove the obstacles to the full realization of the right
of self-determination of peoples living under colonial and foreign
occupation, as stated in paragraph 30. The Group emphasizes, in this regard,
its position that this right must be clearly reflected in the agenda and recalls
that occupation is the biggest obstacle to achieve sustainable development
and it severely affects the economic and social development and
environmental conditions of peoples living in the occupied territories. The
group proposes, also, to add the word “countries” in the last sentence of
paragraph 30:

“We commit to remove the obstacles to the full realization of the right of
self-determination of countries and peoples living under colonial and
foreign occupation, which continue to adversely affect their economic and
social development as well as their environment.”

The Group recalls that peoples living under colonial and foreign
occupation must not be left behind, if we want to be faithful to the spirit of
the new agenda.

The Arab Group, also, emphasizes the need to ensure respect for
sovereignty and territorial integrity.




The Group welcomes as well:
- The right to development as mentioned in paragraphs 10 and 30,

- The principle of common but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR)
in paragraph 10. The Arab Group considers that it is fundamental to have an
explicit reference to this principle, internationally agreed since the Rio
Conference, in the agenda.

In this context, the Group wishes to emphasize its opposition and
disagreement with any attempts to discuss or re-negotiate the principle of
CBDR and stresses on the status of the principle as an international basis
governing the efforts to achieve sustainable development. This principle was
agreed since the Rio + 20 Conference and reflected in the Report of the Open
Working Group on sustainable development goals. The principle of CBDR
clearly defines the responsibility of all States in achieving sustainable
development taking into account that such development must be consistent
with the level of development and economic conditions of countries, which
means in practice, as a result of differences between developed and
developing countries, variation in commitments. It cannot be denied that
effective dealing with different development needs cannot be done in
isolation from the factors that have led to poverty, particularly the historical
factors.

Furthermore, the Group welcomes the reference in paragraphs 11 and 22 of
the draft declaration, to the negative impacts of escalation of conflict, violent
extremism and humanitarian crises which threaten the development process,
as well as to the severe challenges faced by people living in areas affected by
conflict, terrorism and complex humanitarian emergencies.

The Group also welcomes the reference in paragraph 11 highlighting the
environmental challenges faced by humanity from the depletion of natural
resources and the negative effects of environmental degradation, including
desertification, drought, land degradation and climate change.




On the other hand, the group welcomes the reference in paragraph 30 that
there can be no development without peace and security, and reaffirms the
clear relationship between peace and security and the achievement of
sustainable development, especially for people suffering from occupation,
conflict and terrorism.

The Group also notes, with satisfaction, that the draft declaration stresses
the need to take into account different national realities, capacities and levels
of development, to respect national policies and priorities, and to provide the
appropriate national political space for development, in particular for
developing countries.

Co-facilitators

In order to take account of the concerns of its member States, the Arab
Group proposes the following:

First: Introducing a language in the first paragraph inspired from the
introduction of the outcome document of "Rio +20: The future we want” SO

that observers will be taken into account. The first paragraph would read as
follows:

«We, the Heads of State and Government and high representatives,
meeting in New York from 25-27 September 2015 as the Organization of the
United Nations celebrates its seventieth anniversary, have decided today on
new global goals for the sustainable development of humanity and of our
planet.”

Secondly: With regard to paragraph 11, the Group proposes to add the
following in the second sentence:

“Spiraling conflict, violent extremism and humanitarian crises and the
resulting forced migration challenge threaten to reverse much of the
development progress made in recent decades.”




Concerning paragraph 37, the Group proposes to add the following in the
second sentence:

“We will cooperate internationally to ensure safe, orderly and regular
migration involving full respect for human rights and the humane treatment
of migrants, refugees and displaced persons, and to strengthen the
resilience of host communities of refugees, particularly in developing
countries”

Third: the Group emphasizes the need to include a reference in the
declaration to condemn and end the unilateral coercive measures against
countries as they are a violation of the international law and the principles of
the Charter of the United Nations Organization. In this regard, the Group
proposes to include the language set out in paragraph 26 of the document Rio
+20 "the future we want," which is the following:

“States are strongly urged to refrain from promulgating and applying any
unilateral economic, financial or trade measures not in accordance with
international law and the Charter of the United Nations that impede the full
achievement of economic and social development, particularly in developing
countries.”

Fourth: With regard to paragraph 38, the Arab Group supports the proposal
put forward by the CARICOM to modify this paragraph as follows:

« We recognize the role of the family as a contributor to sustainable
development and the need to strengthen family policy development in
international efforts to achieve the internationally agreed development goals”

The Group believes that family policy development cannot be excluded or
politicized in our discussions. If we fail to include family as a cross cutting
issue, and avoid discussing how the family must be strengthened and
empowered, then we allow for social and economic dysfunction of the family
to persist or materialize.




Fifthly: We suggest rectifying the last sentence in paragraph 25 as follows:

«We will therefore adopt policies which increase productivity and
productive employment, financial inclusion, sustainable agricultural and
industrial development, sustainable transport systems and modern energy
provision and which build resilient infrastructure.”

Sixth: With regard to paragraph 28, we propose to add the following
sentence in the end of the paragraph:

“We are determined also to conserve and sustainably use oceans and seas,
protect biodiversity, ecosystems and wildlife, promote sustainable tourism,
tackle water scarcity, desertification, land degradation and drought and
promote resilience and disaster risk reduction. We will also promote
sustainable agriculture, fisheries and food systems; foster sustainable
management of water resources and of waste and hazardous chemicals
and decouple economic growth from environmental degradation” [add
this sentence]

Seventh: The Group proposes to delete the word “shared responsibility” in
paragraph 31 as it’s contrary to the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities (CBDR) which should govern the responsibilities of
developed and developing countries in the implementation of commitments
related to sustainable development.

Eighth: The Arab Group takes note of paragraph 33 which welcome and
endorse fully the outcome document of the Third International Conference on
Financing for Development, held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 16 July 2015,
but reiterates its position that the outcome document of Addis Ababa will
only support and complement the section on the means of implementation
in the agenda and does not replace it. The Group welcomes, in this regard,
the inclusion of the specific means of implementation of the 16 sustainable
development goals, as well as goal 17 of the Report of the Open Working
Group, in the text of the draft agenda.




Ninth, the Arab Group stresses the need to ensure that the agenda includes
the reservations made by Member States as reflected in the Report of the
Open Working Group and recalls that such reservations are part of the
mentioned Report and must be part of the new agenda as they express the
will of the Member States.

Finally, the Arab Group would like to assure you once again of its readiness
to continue its constructive contribution to the success of the
intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda.

Thank you for your attention.
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« We, the Heads of State and Government and high representatives, meeting in
New York from 25-27 September 2015 as the Organization of the United Nations
celebrates its seventieth anniversary, have decided today on new global goals for the
sustainable development of humanity and of our planet.”

Al Alead) 3 Gl ALl 11 588l dawally (Ll
“Spiralling conflict, violent extremism and humanitarian crises and the resulting

forced migration challenge threaten to reverse much of the development progress
made in recent decades.”

15yaall A & Al deall & 0l dslial 37 558l daally

“We will cooperate internationally to ensure safe, orderly and regular migration
involving full respect for human rights and the humane treatment of migrants,
refugees and displaced persons, and to strengthen the resilience of host
communities of refugees, particularly in developing countries”
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“States are strongly urged to refrain from promulgating and applying any
unilateral economic, financial or trade measures not in accordance with international
law and the Charter of the United Nations that impede the full achievement of
economic and social development, particularly in developing countries.”
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« We recognize the role of the family as a contributor to sustainable development
and the need to strengthen family policy development in international efforts to
achieve the internationally agreed development goals”
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« We will therefore adopt policies which increase productivity and productive
employment, financial inclusion, sustainable agricultural and industrial
development [add qualifier, as in “sustainable transport” right after...], sustainable
transport systems and modern energy provision and which build resilient
infrastructure.”
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We are determined also to conserve and sustainably use oceans and seas, protect
biodiversity, ecosystems and wildlife, promote sustainable tourism, tackle water
scarcity, desertification, land degradation and drought and promote resilience and
disaster risk reduction. We will also promote sustainable agriculture, fisheries
and food systems; foster sustainable management of water resources and of
waste and hazardous chemicals and decouple economic growth from
environmental degradation [add this sentence]
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