
 
Sustainable Development as Human 

 Well-being 
 

• SD  brings together environment and development 

• A Normative Value Judgment defines— 

• Development as Human Well-being 

• And Environment serves — 
– As Constraint: Maintain, Conserve, Preserve  

• Nature 

• Life support systems 

• Ecosystem services 

– As Assets: Maintain, Sustain 
• Natural Capital 

• Inclusive Wealth 
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Assessing Sustainable Development 

So, what is human well-being? 
From Clark et al. forthcoming, Sustainability science: A Research ramework 

Constituents of Human Well-Being 



Sustaining Long Term Human Well-being 

• Bruntland Approach: “Now and in the future” 

• How to assess it: 

– Projections and Scenarios 

– Discount Rates 

– Maintaining Capital Assets 



Long Term Human Well-being 

Maintaining Capital Assets Approach 
From Clark et al. 2014 Sustainability Science: A Research Framework 

 

 

 

 

 


