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Sustainable Development Strategies for a Heritage-rich
City——The Endeavor of Jingzhou
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Jingzhou, also called Jiangling, is locat—
ed in the the hinterland of Jianghan Plain
and geometric center of China, like a
beautiful pearl nurtured by both the
Yangtze River and the Hanjiang River.
With the advantageous location, rich his—
tory and abundunt travelling resources,
Jingzhou enjoys the reputation of national
Historical and Cultural City, Excellent
Tourism City, and Garden City.
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Sustainable Development Strategies for a Cultural
Heritage—rich City—— The Endeavor of Jingzhou

Jingzhou, also called Jiangling, is located in the the hinterland of Ji—
anghan Plain and geometric center of China, like a beautiful pearl nur—
tured by both the Yangtze River and the Hanjiang River. With the ad-
vantageous location, rich history and abundunt travelling resources,
Jingzhou enjoys the reputation of national Historical and Cultural City,
Excellent Tourism City, and Garden City.

The Chu State Capital like Oriental Athens

The profound Jingzhou historical culture has a long history. In ancient
times, Emperor Yu divided China into nine states, and one of which
Jingzhou was. From then on, Jingzhou has been the cultural center
along the middle reaches of the Yangtze River. More important, it is
the only cultural center in the the south China and the only rice—farm-—
ing culture center in the world with ongoing evolution. As the center
of Jianghan primitive culture, the cradle of Chu culture, the military ar—
ea of importance in Three—kingdom Period and the birthplace of Guan
Yu Culture, Jingzhou is renowned as a cultural state and tourist resort
for its colorful heritage resources and beautiful natural landscapes. All
these show strong sustainable potentials.

Jingzhou is the center of the Chu Culture. Chu Culture was created by
Chu people and has been developed into the representative of ancient
civilization along the Ynagtze River, as important as Central Plain Cul-
ture along the Yellow River at home and the Athens Culture in ancient
Greek abroad. During the Spring and Autumn Warring State Period
(770-221 B.C.), Chu State (1042—223 B.C.) was in the list of “the Five
Overlords in the Spring and Autumn Period” and “Seven Powers in the



Warring State Period”. Twenty Chu emperors made Jingzhou their capi—
tal, lasting 41lyears. The glory of Chu State is witnessed by the gran—
deur of Jinan Town Palace, the Horses and Chariots Array and abundent
treasures. The Horses and Chariots Array Scenic Spot is the larg-—
est—scale Chu State royal tombs, as is said, “The Horses and Chariots
Array in the South China is as attractive and impressive as the Ter—
ra—Cotta Warriors in the North China”. Jingzhou Museum is abound in
the collection of cultural relics, totalling 140,000 pieces, covering jade
ormaments, Warring Period silk, Chu State & Han Dynasty lacquers and
so on. Jingzhou Heritage Site Reserve is the third national reserve after
Xi’an and Luoyang, co—constructed by State Adminstration of Cultural
Heritage and Hubei Provicial People’ s Government, aiming to become
the important heritage site reserve model by overall projecting, protect—
ing, demonstrating and researching.

Jingzhou is the military area of importance in Three—kingdom Period. It
is said in history: “If one wants to know about what happened in
Three—kingdom Period, he is bound to be in Jingzhou.” The Romance
of the Three Kingdoms tells the stories happening among Wei State,
Shu State and Wu State 2000 years ago. Witnessing 15 dynasties, Jing-—
zhou Ancient Wall stands as it used to, deserving the reputation “one
of the few remarkable well-protected ancient walls in South China”.
The restoration and protection of Jingzhou Ancient wall is funded by
World Bank. Jingzhou Ancient Wall, together with other ancient walls
in Nanjing City, Xi’an City and Xingcheng City, Liaoning Province, is
applying for the listing of World Cultural Heritage. Guan Yu had guard—
ed Jingzhou for 10 vyears, worshiped as “the Saint of War” and “the

God of Wealth”. There is a popular saying : “The Guan Yu Temple is
authentic and the God of Wealth is highly efficacious in Jingzhou”.
Jingzhou Guan Yu Temple uesed to be Guan Yu’'s mansion, later devel—
oped as the unique integrated mansion and temple. Every May in Chi—
nese Lunar Calendar, Jingzhou Guan Yu Temple and Guan Yu Ancestral
Temple are crowded with worshippers. The world biggest—sized Guan
Yu Bronze Sculpture stands in the Righteousness Thematic Park,
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maganificent, where stories such as Liu Bei Took the Consort, The
Ceromony for Entering the Town, The World of Guan Gong are on
show.

Jingzhou is the birthplace of rice—farming culture. The middle reaches
of the Yangtze River is not only the birthplace of Chinese rice—farming
culture, but also the birthplace of the world farming culture. The prov—
erbs like “The good harvest in Hubei and Hunan can satisfy the whole
country” tell Jingzhou has been the most important national granary.

Jingzhou is various and grand in Intangible Cultural Heritage resources.
It possesses 8 national Intangible Cultural Heritage projects, 33 provin-—
cial Intangible Cultural Heritage projects, 3 national inheritors and 37
provincial inheritors. Jinghe Drama, Jingzhou Load—carrying Wei—drum,
Songzi Rolling Lantern Dance, Songzi Drum Rap, Gong’ an Drum Rap,
Qianli Rice—seedling— transplanting Singing, Shishou Funeral-dancing
Drum, Mashan Folk Songs and so on are very popular Intangible Cul-—
tural Heritage forms.

There exist many ancient historical sites in Jingzhou. Zhang Juzheng’ s
Former Residence lies in the East Gate of Jingzhou Ancient Wall,
which was built at the request of Ming Dynasty Emperor Wanli in
1572, to award this excellent Prime Minister. Tourists will worship
Zhang Juzheng’s meritorious achievements while enjoying the beauty of
southern garden. Longevity Pagoda, built to pray for the longevity of
Emperor Jiajing by the seventh—generation King Liao in 1548 in Ming
Dynasty, stands at the Guanyin Jitou (a rock sticking out) by the Yang-—
tze River for over 400 years. With time passing by, the Yangtze River
bed has been rising, leading to the unique wonder that the Pagoda is 7
meters lower than Jingzhou Levee. In Yuan Dynasty, Dongyun Tang, a
daoist master, grew up to God in Jingzhou and was conferred as “the
Ninth Immortal”, after the Eight Immortals in Chinese legend. In 1339,
Yuan Dynasty Emperor Huizong bestowed “the Nineth Immortal Palace”.
Zhanghua Temple, standing in the Taishiyuan Road, enjoys the reputa—
tion of the most influential Buddist temple along the Yangtze River and
the top scenic spot in south Jingzhou.



The Environmental Protection for the Harmony between Hu-
man and Nature.

For thousand years, following the concept that “Human beings live in har—
mony with water”, Chu ancesters have depended upon water to develop
the state, demonstrating the great ecological wisdom. As early as the
Spring and Autumn Warring State Period (770-221 B.C.), the famouse Chu
Prime Minister Shuao Sun put forward: governing the water to irrigate
the land, building hydrological systems to nurture the plants, so as to
bebefit from natural resources. At present, sticking to the principle that “
The development is up to the green evironment” and “Green evironment
means wealth”, Jingzhou Municipal Government takes active and effective
measures to practice sustainable development, so that clean sky, pure
cloud and clear water can be enjoyed in this ancient city.

It is effective to protect the water ecology. Jingzhou Municipal Govern-—
ment makes great efforts to optimize water ecology by connecting water
systems, supplementing water for the ecology system and bringing pollu-—
tion under control. By supplementing water into the inland waterways
from Jianghan Canal, the water system comes to flow, urban water quali—
ty upgraded and the ecology renovated, which leads to the environment
improvement along the Moat, Jingsha Waterway, Jingxiang Waterway and
West Main Canal. In order to control the development of “Cement Forest”
and keep the river sides green, 14 small urban docks have been replaced
by beach parks. By constructing city sewage collection system, urban and
rural sewage treatment works, as well as rural gabbage removal and con—
trolling system, the environmental pollution has been curbed.

Jingzhou is rich in wetland resources. Jingjiang Wetland cluster, mainly
consisting of 12 wetlands like Honghu Wetland, Changhu Wetland, Tiane-—
hu Wetland, Z“Zhongzhouzi —— the Yangtze River old course wetlandand,
and so on, is as large as 600,000 hectares, taking 1/3 of Hubei wetland,
of which natural wetland is 230,000 hectares and artificial wetland is 370,
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000 hectares. There live 411 species of wetland wild vertebrates, such as
the world—famous national treasure elk, the national first—class protected,
rare and endangered fishes, like Baijitun - Chinese river dolphin, Chinese
sturgeon, finless porpoise, acipenser dabryanus and so on. There also live
national first—class protected birds: white stork, black stork, Chinese mer—
ganser, great bustard, white—tailed eagle and imperial eagle and the like.
Jingjiang wetland cluster is also the home to higher plants, covering 126
families, 355 genera and 773 species, such as Distylium chinense, “living
fossil” Metasequoia glyptostroboides and other rare wetland plants. Hong—
hu National Nature Reserve, the largest provincially and nationally the
seventh largest natural freshwater lake, with a total capacity of 1.55 bil—
lion cubic meters and an averaged depth of 1.35 meters, is 620,000 acres,
of which the main lake is 530,000 acres, branch lakes 90,000 acres. As a
typical lake wetland ecosystem in the middle reaches of the Yangtze Riv—
er, one of regional biodiversity representatives, as well as the home to
many rare wild animals and plants and the freshwater wetland representa—
tive species, Honghu National Nature Reserve, is known as “Gene pool
of wetland resources in Central China”and has been listed in China's major
wetlands, priority protection projects of national Action Plans of Wetland
Protection, even in the world's 238 most important ecological zones by
the WWEN(World-—Wide Fund for Nature).

To promote environmental regulation constantly. Jingzhou Municiple
Government enhances the overall ecological protection to realize the aim at
creating National Clean City, Civilized City, Forest City, Ecological Gar—
den

City, and Environment Protection Model City. By special measures to ban
burning straw, to ban coal-fired boilers, to ban firing fireworkers, as
well as

by taking the control of flying dust and automobile exhaust, “Blue Sky
Project” has been practised, so as to guarentee the good air quality. By
restoring the

lake from farmland, by demolishing 120,000-acre illegal constructions
along

Honghu Lake and Changhu Lake, “Clear Water Project” has been imple—
mented, so as to guard the range of 600,000-hectares wetland, and pol-—
ish the restored 27.4,000-hectare artificial wetland as well as 10 national,
provincial Wetland

Park protection systems. 387 million RMB has been invested to control
industry pollution, life pollution, agricultural non-—point source pollu—
tion, greatly improving water ecology. By following the strategic goal
“one—acre forest per

person to double the green coverage in Jingzhou”, the project that “Green
Covers Jingzhou” has been executed, leading to organized road network,
Wetland shore, flood control forest, rural economic forest construction, and
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24.6% forest coverage.

To popularize the green Yangtze River Culture. By taking special actions
to regulate heavy chemical plants and paper—-making enterprises along the
river, Jingzhou Municile Government has developed the ecological Yang-—
tze River, cultural Yangtze River and economic Yangtze River. In accor—
dance with the requirement of “World Heritage, Chinese Brand, Hubei
Representative, Jingzhou Implementation”, 16 enterprises and 1258 house—
holds around the Changhu Lake have been relocated. Such cultural projects
like “800-year Chu State” have been enhanced, so as to develop Haizi
Lake Eco—cultural Tourism City, realizing the landscapes of “people in
the city, the city in the forest, the forest by the Lake”. The projects like
“My Hometown is by Honghu Lake”, Songzi Weishui Reservoir and
Shishou Swan Island Nature Reserve have been optimized. At the same
time, Ancient City Tourism will be upgraded, and Jingzhou Dragon Boat
Tournament will be popularized.

The Industrial Transformation for the Green Development

The industry transformation is the way to realize green development, and
sustainable development is up to green development. Concerning environ-—
mental impact assessment, Jingzhou Municiple Government follows “veto
power” policy to keep out high—energy—consumption, high—pollution,
high—input—while—low—output project, let alone the projects highly risk—
ing undermining the regional environmental resources.

To develop the low—carbon green industry. The government explores the
"leading enterprises plus farmers”" model to develop modern agriculture
and accelerate the large—scale agricultural production; implements the
“doubling plan” of agricultural product processing to gather agricultural
product processing industries into Modern Agricultural Demonstration
zones, like Central China Sci—tech Agricultural Zone. By speeding up the
industrial transforming and upgrading, adjusting industry stock, replacing
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poor production capacity, upgrading the traditional indusries like agricul—
tural product processing, equipment manufacturing, pharmaceutical and
chemical engineering, the limited environmental capacity has been made
full use to develop the industries with a much lager scale, high efficiency
and driving force, so as to accelerate developing new strategic industries
such as newer information technology industry, high—end equipment man—
ufacturing, new materials, biological medicine, energy efficiency and en—
vironmental protection, new energy, dgreen food. In addition, Jingzhou
Municipal Government takes active actions to develop services related to
life like tourism and entertainment, nursing the old, household service,
and culture education, to develop modern service industry, focusing on
the substantial economy, prioritising the financial insurance, energy effi—
ciency and environmental protection services, speeding up modern logis—
tics industry and constructing national circulation node city.

To reduce and control carbon emissions. By developing the distributed en-—
ergy, increasing the proportion of non-—fossil energy sources and accelerat—
ing the development of wind energy, solar energy, biomass energy, Jing—
zhou Municipal Government promotes energy production and consumption
revolution. By effectively controlling the carbon emissions of such key in—
dustries as building materials and chemical industry, by following the ba—
sic principles of "public transport priority” in the urban planning and old
city reconstruction, energy-—saving standards in building have been in—
creased and green buildings, building materials have been popularized.
Carbon—emmission—free zone demonstration project has been started. In or—
der to develop recycling economy and to promote minimized waste, the
reuse and recycling of wastes in the process of production, circulation
and consumption, consumers are encouraged to purchase and use energy
conservation and environmental protection products, products with envi—
ronment mark, energy efficient and environmentally friendly cars and new
energy vehicles, energy—-saving and ground-saving residence, to use few
disposable goods, to refuse the excessive packaging, to practise green
travelling by taking public transport and bicycle. Besides, retailers and
wholesalers are required to run the zones or counters specially for selling
green products, introducing green goods, stimulating green consumption,
and accelerating green product production.

To take active role in constructing “the Belt and Road”. By integrating
cultural resources to stimulate the blending and interaction in the field of
transportation, food and commerce, Jingzhou Municiple Government en—
hances the publicity of such world heritages as Jingzhou Ancient City,
Guan Gong Culture Park, Guan Gong Worship and highlights the charac—
teristics of Chu Culture, so as to publicize classic Jingzhou culture to
more countries and regions. By means of the golden waterway——-Yangtze



River, it is necessary to strengthen the construction of Jingzhou port com-—
bination and the mutually beneficial cooperation with countries along the
Silk Road Economic Belt. By strengthening the cooperation of port cus—
toms clearance, Jingzhou will be established as the transport hub along
the freight transportation line —— “Wuhan-Sinkiang—Europe”, which con—
nects the north with the south, getting all the way from China, through
the Middle Asia, to Europe.

To achieve the harmonious coexistence between the human and nature. By
making organized use of nature, adjusting and optimizing the spatial
structure, delimiting agricultural space and ecological space, Jingzhou
Municiple Government scientificly and reasonably plans urbanization pat—
tern, agriculture development pattern, ecology security pattern, and pat—
termm along the Yangtze River, to speed up the establishment of national
ecological experiment zone.

Jingzhou, a propitious place blessed with abundant resources and full of
glory brought by outstanding people, is demonstrating Chu State custom,
Chu State style, Chu State music, Chu State dance. Jingzhou people are
enjoying favorable weather, abound treasures and peaceful life. Jingzhou
City, which is developing towards "modernized central city in Jianghan
Plain and the important central city in the middle reaches of Yangtze riv—
er", will focus on cultural heritage preservation and regional sustainable
development, serving the core function of cultural protection, building in—
ternational cultural heritage brand, inheriting and passing on exellent Chi—
nese traditional culture.
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