
 

 

The Portuguese Marine Litter Association is a non-governmental non-profit organisation 

raising awareness of marine litter and microplastic pollution in Portugal and in 

Portuguese-Speaking Countries across the world. Our activities are designed to train the 

current and the next generations of ocean defenders; empower all citizens to protect the 

ocean; and to disseminate robust scientific information based on research developed in 

Portugal or in the Portuguese-Speaking Countries, among other goals and values. 

 

Since 2013, when APLM was established, several national and international policy and training 

opportunities on marine litter in Portuguese Speaking Countries have been developed, 

including the participation in the Inter-ministerial meeting for Sea affairs of the Portuguese 

Speaking Countries in East Timor in 2016, where plastic pollution was incorporated into the 

common policy agenda. Other education collaborative training opportunities in sustainable 

development and empowering individuals have been developed in Cape Verde, Guinee-Bissau 

and São Tomé and Principe, in conjunction with local communities.   

 

We do not intend to use this statement as a promotion opportunity to ourselves and our 

activities, but rather to use this platform as a call for action on solution-oriented approaches to 

plastic marine litter.  

 

We need solid compromises from Governments to pursue effective, innovative and continued 

actions toward solutions. Plastic materials are projected to triple by 2060, particularly in 

developing countries in the African continent, according to a recent report from the 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), and very likely plastic 

waste generation will follow suit. This represents additional pressures and challenges to 

low-income countries who have little to none waste management infrastructure.  

 

The commitment needed from governments is to enforce measures that: 

 

1. Cap and reduce plastic production 

2. Invest in waste management infrastructures, particularly in low income or developing 

countries, to capture plastics and reduce leakages to the environment 

3. Invest in water and wastewater treatment, and where these are non-existing, then 

investment into infrastructure, to prevent that plastics from rivers reach the ocean 

4. Improve recycling systems to ensure 100% plastic reuse, by closing the loop on the 

material and promoting circular economy approaches 

5. Ensure that reduce, reuse, recycle are part of our everyday lives, and include repair, 

refuse, rethink in that approach 

 

 



 

 

While governments work widely with relevant global stakeholders, the Portuguese Marine 

Litter Association will continue to do what we know how to do best: outreach and awareness 

activities; informed cleanup activities; empowerment of citizens both in Portugal and in 

Portuguese-Speaking Countries; training students and young generations to be the next Ocean 

defenders. 

 

As signatories of the Global Partnership on Marine Litter, we are working on developing a joint 

platform of activities at the local, national, regional and global scales, that include all activities 

done in conjunction with the Portuguese-Speaking countries, We intend to do so, so that 

collection of plastic waste and sustainable solutions towards circularity can be improved in 

developing and/or low-income countries.  

 

Please join us in making commitments turn into action to tackle these enormous environmental 

challenges we are currently facing. Sustainable Development is not solely sustainability as in 

economical feasibility. We need to consider the environmental and social clusters in designing 

policy. We need to truly ensure that our needs do not affect the needs of future generations.  

 

Change starts here, with us.  

 

Thank you for your time, 

 

Filipa Bessa 

Joao Frias 

Paula Sobral 

 


