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“Beyond 2015, our aim is to eradicate extreme ptwand hunger, and to create an
equitable world of opportunity for all. Our sodies cannot prosper without clean,

plentiful freshwater. People cannot thrive withadiequate sanitation. That is why my

Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation is advoaafor a dedicated water goal.”
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
Budapest Water Summit, October 2013

Executive Summary

Good management of water and sanitation is critmapoverty reduction and a precondition {
inclusive and sustainable development. Billiongpebple do still not have access to adeq
sanitation and water that is safe for human consompGrowing water scarcity and pollutig
are projected to further exacerbate the drinkingewand sanitation crisis, seriously ham
economic growth and irreversibly degrade the emvirent.
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Much remains to be done to realize the human tglstafe drinking water and sanitation. At the

same time, the water challenge is more complex gnaply increasing access to water sup
and sanitation. The Board recommends that the 3itis%- agenda includes several water-relg
targets as part of ®edicated Global Goal on Water that reflects water’s contribution {
development needs and the related need for mamnact

Post-2015 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) frasrlewhould include quantified, qualifie
and time-bound targets that respond to the thiémnimg objectives:

1) Achieve universal access to sustainable saoitatind to drinking water that is real
safe;
2) Increase wastewater management and pollutiomeprion;

3) Improve integrated water resources managemethtvaater-use efficiency.
UNSGAB also notes the importance of highlightingtevaelated disasters in the post-20

agenda. Given the increasing frequency and sgvefisuch disasters with growing climate

variability, including such disasters within a dmated water goal will build resilience a
preparedness while helping national institutiorsmpb reduce risk and suffering.

An evolving process is bringing with it a prolifécn of indicators and targets that could ne
be practically reported against or reliably managedyield globally meaningful statistic
Against this backdrop, simplicity must be retainddNSGAB believes that no matter what fo

the post-2015 agenda takes, it is vital that tamé&work which succeeds the MDGs is a pracJ‘if':al

basis for monitoring and reporting. For supportindicators, effective monitoring mechanis
need to be built and adequately financed to megmagress. This will allow the dynamism
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the MDGs to continue. UNSGAB's three clear targetsoffered in this spirit.




Background

In January 2013, UNSGAB called for a post-2015 @ldboal on Water and shared its
position on the objectives and elements that coafdprise a dedicated water goal as part
of the post-2015 development agenda. Since timat, the Board has been pleased to see
this position gain traction in the active developitngiscussion which took place in 2013.
Now, a year later, after observing the various esses and how water is figuring into
them, the Board believes just as strongly thatchcdéed water goal must be an essential
pillar of the post-2015 development architectutas important to reiterate this point as
water could be subject to a “derailment threat” vehg water, which is intimately linked
with all other development objectives, could onéydeen a component across other
goals. While it is desirable to see water issuwgsected to health, economic growth and
environmental sustainability, expectations in thesas will not be met without action

on water management. Only specific post-2015 watiated targets will drive the
ambitious action programmes that are necessagctthe growing water challenges. A
dedicated water goal seems appropriate to combera tn a coherent way.

A growing consensus

The Open Working Group on Sustainable Developmeatshas moved beyond their
stock-taking phase and is moving to build consepsu®cus areas including water and
sanitation. As the Open Working Group Chairs notedintries thus far agree “that the
SDGs should be action-oriented, concise and easgrtonunicate, limited in number,
aspirational, global in nature and universally aaile to all countries”. The challenge
will be to extract from this complex dialogue aasiset of priorities with meaningful
goals, targets and indicators. In addition, kegianitation a priority within the overall
framework, linked to water, health and ecosysteotgation is critical. UNSGAB’s
recommendations for a water goal are designeddiaisiably address social,
environmental and economic development in a walyishas simple and clear as is
feasible.

The World Economic Foruonducts an annual analysis which ranks risksttimaaten
global development. These shocks do not respéicinagboundaries nor do they
respond to short-term solutions. Water crisegydiscal challenges in key economies
and structurally high unemployment, ranked as liivel imost concerning global threat in
2014. The Forum recognises that mitigating watises in the future requires robust
institutions, infrastructure and investment. UN3&Believes that a dedicated water
goal could lay the foundation for a unifying globegime to help take on the myriad
challenges ahead. To build prosperity, all coestdre unified by the need to effectively
and efficiently manage their water resources. uitding a universal post-2015
development agenda, a unified water goal can cthaotiective will, political authority,
and global knowledge around this global developmisit

My Worldis the United Nations global survey for a betterld. By continually gauging
public opinion about priorities vis-a-vis the p@&15 development agenda My World



captures the voices, views and priorities of atiety to inform leaders as they forge
the next development agenda. Consistently, waigtisanitation has ranked among the
top 5 concerns (among 16 or more priorities) s Itlear that water and sanitation
resonates as fundamentally important to the gepeitzic. This was also demonstrated
through the World We Want 2015 Thematic Consultetiothe water discussion which
drew among the widest audience of all ConsultatidParticipants repeatedly made the
point that clean water is not only a human rightflmdamental to health, dignity and
development. The new development agenda needsnaim clear and accessible to the
public. In many ways this is the strength of thlléinium Development Goals. A
dedicated water goal speaks to the public coneeaciear manner and in this way will
strengthen the public’s trust in the post-2015 tgwaent regime.

UN-Water representing 31 members from UN entities anch8&mational partners has
shared technical advice from the UN system on lments of a possible water goal.
Building on the experience of the MDGs and Rio p&0rities, UN-Water suggests a
concept that is universally applicable while alolegspond to national circumstanices
The Board stands behind a universal goal thatdsmance across nations. While it is
essential that goals and targets are not overlcppive, a global goal should set forth
ambitious global objectives. A post-2015 framewa@§uesting each country to define
their own targets could lose the aspirational valiine MDGs for example. It is also
important to remember the realities of monitorimgl @aeporting which necessitates a
restricted number of targets and indicators. UN8GAdely agrees with the UN-Water
advice to Member States as they continue their warformulating the SDGs.
However, the Board is of the opinion that drinkiwgter quality needs to be adequately
considered in the proposed WASH sub-target on usaldasic acce’ss

Related effortsuch as the May 2013 findings of the SG’s Highdld¥anel of Eminent
Persons were welcomed by the Board. The Panaeihmeemded a goal to “achieve
universal access to water and sanitation” withegergn providing universal access to
safe drinking water, ending open defecation, briggreshwater withdrawals in line with
supply and recycling or retreating municipal indiastwastewater. Later, the Sustainable
Development Solution Network proposed 6 water-egldargets and the Global Compact
proposed a dedicated Water Goal. Other milesteaste in 2013 which helped shape
the water discussion included the 3rd Sessionepen Working Group on Sustainable
Development Goals (May), the High-Level Internatib@onference on Water
Cooperation (Dushanbe — August), the Budapest V&atemit (October - which

resulted in a statement that advocates for a diediegater goal including targets in four
thematic areas), and the discussion on Water iith&eneral Assembly on Feb 18,
2014. In participating in all of these sessiohs, Board took the opportunity to advocate
for a global water vision articulated though a datkd water goal.

Driving action through quantified and time-bounth&ts

Water challenges cover a wide spectrum. Makingm@ss on access to safe drinking
water and sanitation is impossible without int&hg management of the larger water
cycle underpinned by an ambitious global waterovisiUNSGAB’s mandate,



“Hashimoto Action Plan 111" commits the Board tolpg secure this vision through a
dedicated water goal in the post-2015 developmgenda. For the post-2015
development framework, the Board supports a degticatiter goal that includes three
essential objectives. Keeping goals, objectivektargets clear, simple and measurable
will help ensure their success.

1) Achieve universal access to sustainable samitatind to drinking water that is really
safe

The next development agenda needs to reflect ariausbobjective to complete the
unfinished work under the MDGs. In doing so, dreatlear indicators and targets to
measure progress is essential. When the MDG taogedlve the proportion of people
lacking access to an improved source of drinkingewwvas officially met and announced
in 2012, UNSGAB was vocal about the fact that MDgBitoring mechanisms were
unable to measure water quality, hence an impreedce of water did not translate
into a safe source of water. The overall percaptltat the drinking water target was
met could instil the notion that “our drinking waterork is done”. This could not be
further from the truth. We know that 800 millioropée lack access to improved water
sources globally but the number of people lackiocgas to safe drinking water is
estimated to be at least 2 billion. Against thiskirop, the SG’s High-Level Panel of
Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agamidéed out that a more
coherent effort to ensure access to continuouswater is needed. The UN Secretary
General stated at the Budapest Water Summit: “Ctosane-third of people drink water
that endangers health”. Learning from these chajles) the next development agenda
should adopt a precise target that includes uniaeagcess to drinking water that is
really safe. For sanitation, among the most laggi@ll MDG targets, it is abundantly
clear that the post-2015 development agenda regugiforced focus.

2) Increase wastewater management and pollutioreption

As the global population exceeds 7 billion withimereasing number living in urban
areas, managing wastewater and preventing watdupoh is critical. UNSGAB
promotes innovative wastewater management througisteffective approach
supported by sustainable financing models. Indinés, part of the economic equation
must include pollution prevention to enhance thedpictivity of industry and agriculture.
Done right, wastewater treatment can offer a hdgjreen jobs. Again, monitoring tools
for wastewater treatment are essential. Roughregés suggest that 80 to 90 percent of
wastewater in developing countries is untreatedfipalarly in the agricultural sector.
However these numbers are not yet backed by aagigomonitoring system. . It is
important going forward that a fuller understandinfjthe need for wastewater treatment
and pollution prevention is supported by an inte¢imaally endorsed and globally
applicable monitoring framework.

3) Improve integrated water resources managemehivater-use efficiency

While not new, IWRM provides a comprehensive agprdar the water sector to aid
sustainable growth and to protect essential envitental services. Linked to national
planning, institutional strengthening and improwedter management instruments,
integrated approaches can improve synergies betiamh energy and water



management objectives. A post-2015 target shaud dction to mitigate growing
water scarcity through improving sustainability aefficiency of the different uses of
available water resources.

Transboundary water governance is a clear prioboth in terms of governance for
international cooperation, but also for interseasbrivalry for water use (among
agriculture, industry, and ecosystem services kangple). Conflict prevention and
international cooperation on water can be strengix with monitoring and reporting
especially relating to transboundary river basindaaquifer management.

Improved monitoring and reporting

Learning from challenges encountered with the MXGsitical as the post-2015
development agenda is negotiated and agreed.tififéscountries need to dedicate
resources to improve monitoring and reporting amiéorm, global basis. This is true
for a dedicated water goal along with the otheldgyteat the international community
adopts. For water, this is most critical for diimkwater. It is not enough to measure
access to an improved source. The quality ofdhaking water, to ensure it is safe and
healthy, also must be measured for all drinkingew&drgets. This is also critical for
wastewater. It is important for all involved irethegotiations to remember, “if it cannot
be measured, it cannot be managed”.

As the process evolves, well-meaning actors aexioff a proliferation of indicators and
targets which could never practically be reportgaimst or reliably managed to yield
globally meaningful statistics. Simplicity must ketained. UNSGAB believes that no
matter what form the post-2015 agenda takesyitasthat the framework which
succeeds the MDGs is a practical basis for momigoaind reporting. This will allow the
dynamism of the MDGs to continue. UNSGAB's thrésac targets are offered in this
spirit.

' The technical advice offered by UN-Water in “A R2815 Global Goal for Water: Synthesis of Key
findings and Recommendations of UN-Water” Jan. 2@d8omprised of five elements: 1) drinking water,
sanitation and hygiene; water resources; waterrgaviee; water-related disasters; wastewater pofiuti
and water quality.

"In “A Post-2015 Global Goal for Water: Synthesikey findings and Recommendations of UN-Water”
Jan. 2013, Target A, Element 2 needs to incorpahan&ing water quality, pg. 37.



