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The GPO is a new approach to restoring 

ocean health.  It mobilizes finance and 

knowledge to activate your proven 

solutions at an unprecedented scale for 

the benefit of communities, countries, 

and global well-being. 



Lack of action 
since 1992

Rio 1992 = 50 Commitment
Joburg 2002 = 31 Commitments

No single organization 
can do it alone

Requires country-owned process, Innovative Finance, Private Sector, 
Knowledge, Civil Society, and Science

Need for Action at 

Global Scale, 

Now!



So What is 
the GPO?





• Fisheries: Enable the world’s 

overfished stocks to be rebuilt 

(increase of annual net benefits 

by $20 billion)

• Habitat: Halve the current rate of 

natural habitat loss

• Pollution: Reduce pollution to 

levels not detrimental to 

ecosystem function and 

biodiversity

What will be achieved?



Fundamentals:

• Country Demand; Political Will

• Anchor “Investment”

• Transparency for Coordinated Action

• Leverage

Models for Action:

• Rapid Response (Mauritius)

• Match Maker or Broker  (Haiti)

• Crowding-In (Indonesia)



What’s next with the GPO?
From Rio+20 to “Open for Business”

Framework Document

Blue Ribbon Panel

GPO Fund Creation

April 2013June 2012

September 2013



The
Blue 

Ribbon
Panel

1. Transform Aqorau, CEO, Parties to the Nauru Agreement Office, Marshall 
Islands 

2. Ragnar Árnason, Professor of Fisheries Economics, University of Iceland 
3. Nelson Del Rio, Chairman, Emergent Intelligence Solutions 
4. Sylvia Earle, Founder, Mission Blue/Sylvia Earle Alliance 
5. Mary (Missy) Feeley, Chief Geoscientist, ExxonMobil Corporation 
6. Henry Demone, CEO, High Liner Foods, Inc., Canada 
7. Dimitri Gutiérrez, Director of Research in Oceanography and Climate 

Change, Institute of Sea of Peru (in Spanish) 
8. Ray Hilborn, Professor of Aquatic and Fisheries Science, University of 

Washington 
9. Naoko Ishii, CEO and Chairperson, Global Environment Facility 
10.Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, Director of Global Change Institute, University of 

Queensland 
11.Jane Lubchenco, Administrator (former), NOAA; Mimi and Peter Haas 

Distinguished Visitor in Public Service, Stanford University (current) 
12.Chris Lischewski, President and CEO, Bumble Bee Foods 
13.Kim Anh Nguyen, Professor of Fisheries Economics, Nha Trang 

University (in Vietnamese), Vietnam 
14.David Obura, Founding Director, CORDIO East Africa, Kenya 
15.Sir Tipene O’Regan, Chairman (former), Ngai Tahu Maori Trust Board, 

NZ 
16.H.E. Rolph Payet, Minister of Environment and Energy, Seychelles
17.H.E. Neroni Slade, Secretary General, Pacific Islands Forum, Solomon 

Islands 
18.John Tanzer, Director, WWF Global Marine Programme, Switzerland 
19.Thiraphong Chansiri, President, Thai Union Frozen, Thailand 
20.Johan Williams, Director General, Ministry of Fisheries, Norway; Chair of 

FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) 
21.Dawn Wright, Chief Scientist, Environmental Systems Research Institute 

(ESRI) 



The
Global Ocean

Action Summit

• Solutions,  Actions
• Announcements
• New Investment

Sept 9-13, 

2013

The Hague, 

NL

• MDTF
• GPO Assembly
• High-Level Event
• Exhibit
• 500 People




