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Traceability establishes end-to-end transparency and trust in a supply chain. It allows producers and
traders to market sustainability aspects of production, transformation and transportation of the product
and consumers to make rational decisions and introduce change.

The interaction between instruments seeking the conservation of wild fish stocks and marine species on
the one hand, and the trade regime on the other, is a key ingredient for sustainable fishery and will shape
the way in which we harvest, process and trade fish.

Seafood traceability is required for the purposes of general food law, fisheries control and fish marketing,
but is increasingly also seen as a prerequisite to prove the compliance with both legal and commercial
obligations of sustainability.

Traceability is also fielded in the fight against Illegal Unreported and Unregulated fishing (1UU). IUU
fisheries are destructive fishing practices that have a negative impact on sustainable fisheries, livelihoods,
and world fish stocks. In 2016, illicit fishing was reported to account for up to 26 million tons of fish per
year, which is a staggering 25% of fish harvested annually from the oceans and valued at up to USD 23
billions. This is the value lost each year to legitimate fishers. Traceability increases transparency in the
supply chain and is a method to prevent laundering of illegally harvested fish into the legal market.

International standards ensure that anybody placing seafood on the market labels seafood clearly and
accurately. On the other hand, they prevent the proliferation of many different standards, which would
cause an unnecessary burden on businesses, in particular in developing countries.

Efforts to increase Traceability should therefore not be based on unilateral regulations or evaluations but
on agreed standards that are fair, transparent, uniform, effective and predictable, which can help
developing countries to develop their fishing and processing industry.

Objective:

The side event will feature the role of traceability systems for sustainable fishery and will present the
latest standards and approaches to use traceability and information technology in the seafood supply chain.
Stakeholders from the fishery industry will highlight how they can contribute to achieve SDG target 14.4
to effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and
destructive fishing practices.



Contact persons:

Martin Krebs, Daniel Kachelriess (CITES), Maria Ceccarelli (UNECE)
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Welcome remarks

Martin Krebs, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs FDFA
CITES, Traceability & Compliance

Juan Carlos Vasquez, CITES Secretariat

Planning traceability systems for sustainable development - The UNECE framework to design
traceability systems for cross border trade

Maria Ceccarelli, UNECE

eBusiness technologies for Sustainable fisheries management - FLUX and UN/CEFACT
traceability standards

Marjoleine Karper, Netherlands Entreprise Agency, The Netherlands
Wim van Koningsveld, Netherlands Entreprise Agency, The Netherlands

GS1 traceability for sustainable fisheries management

Angela Fernandez, GS1 US
Discussion

¢ Why is it so important to adhere to internationally agreed standards when designing
traceability systems?

o What capacity building is available for developing countries to overcome the burden of
adoption?

For more information, visit:

The Ocean Conference Programme:
https://oceanconference.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=20000&nr=2012&menu=3327

UNECE-UN/CEFACT at the Ocean Conference:
https://www.unece.org/index.php?id=45951#/
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