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High Level Panel on Water

Brief Summary Note of 6th “Sherpas”/Advisors Meeting

September 21-22, 2016, New York, USA
· The 6th meeting of Sherpas/Advisors to the Members of the High Level Panel on Water (HLPW) was held in the margins of the second HLPW meeting in New York, on 21-22 September 2016. The meeting was co-chaired by the Sherpas of the Panel Members of Mauritius and Mexico, with the presence of Sherpas/Advisors of other HLPW members (with the exception of Jordan and Senegal), as well as the Joint Secretariat. (See Annex I - Attendance list)

· The meeting on 21 September 2016 was held in the morning prior to the second HLPW meeting, which took place in the afternoon of the same day. Sherpas/Advisors were debriefed by the Joint Secretariat on the HLPW meeting’s logistics, agenda, and media stakeout. The meeting provided also an opportunity for Sherpas/Advisors to start discussions on next steps.  

· Sherpas/Advisor also discussed the informal technical meetings which were to be organized during the  next day by the Joint Secretariat to help advance the preparation of priority initiatives: (1) Stocktaking and calls for recommendations on financing opportunities, including innovative financing mechanisms, for water and sanitation services and infrastructure, (2) Making an appeal to existing global networks to launch challenge events to stimulate thinking that will shift the needle in implementing the new water agenda, and (3) Launch of a multi-stakeholder dialogue about the principles and approaches to valuing water. The venue was kindly provided by the Australian Permanent Mission to the United Nations.  
· The meeting on 22 September 2016 started with the adoption of the agenda and the summary note from the 5th Sherpas/Advisors meeting held at Stockholm, followed by a review of the “next steps” agreed at the same meeting. Senegal and Peru Sherpas/Advisors are still to communicate to the Joint Secretariat the initiatives their Heads of State/Government would like to take the lead on. Once received, the Joint Secretariat will be able to finalize the overview matrix of HLPW initiatives, upon which coordinators for each initiative can be identified. Sherpas/Advisors agreed to publish on the HLPW website executive summaries of their meetings, as well as of public consultations (e.g. Stockholm). The World Bank reiterated the offer by WEF to use its open-ended platform to advance interactive engagement with the wider public around dedicated initiatives as drawn from the Action Plan.
· The future working arrangements between Sherpas/Advisors and the Joint Secretariat was discussed, as well as the way forward in implementing the initiatives drawn from the Action Plan. Sherpas/Advisors welcomed the structure presented by the Joint Secretariat (see Annex II), with the remark for the principles to be flexible in terms of contributions and collaborations, and changes to be communicated well in advance in order to allow sufficient time for planning and preparation. Following the agreement in Stockholm, dedicated initiatives will be led by a subset of Sherpas/Advisors as lead coordinators and supported by the Joint Secretariat, also to ensure inclusive communication with all Sherpas/Advisors. In response to the heavy workload, Sherpas/Advisors also suggested strengthening the capacity of the Joint Secretariat in order to support the HLPW in the implementation of the Action Plan. The presentation of the Joint Secretariat, which needs to include the principles as highlighted in the Action Plan, will be used for internal purposes only. Sherpas/Advisors agreed to have monthly teleconference calls and quarterly face to face meetings.

· The possible involvement of the HLPW at COP22 in Marrakesh in November was discussed as one of the priority initiatives outlined in the Joint Statement. Based on the available information at the time, water will be addressed in the first week of COP22 in a four hour event and possibly during the Leaders segment in week two. In accordance with the Joint Statement, Sherpas/Advisors emphasized the urgency to expedite planning for Marrakesh and requested the Co-chairs of the Panel to reach out to the outgoing and incoming COP Presidencies, including the Climate Champions of the Action Agenda of UNFCCC, to ensure that water will be adequately reflected as part of the COP22 agenda.. The Working Paper published by the World Bank Group titled “High and Dry: Climate Change, Water, and the Economy” was emphasized as a good basis for HLPW messages and could be used as background material for further deliberations. The Co-Chairs requested Sherpas to come forward in taking a lead coordinating role in advancing this agenda ahead of COP22 as a first step. The Sherpa of Dr. Han referenced a high level water-related event Dr. Han is convening in Marrakesh and offered possible linkages with the HLPW, where appropriate. A work plan is requested to be prepared by the lead Sherpas on climate (including Marrakesh) - and presented to Sherpas/Advisors as soon as possible.  
· Sherpas/Advisors noted that there were still ten “orphan” actions for which no champion has been identified so far. Sherpas/Advisors were requested to come forward with ideas on how to move forward on these initiatives and communicate their intention on taking a lead coordinating role where appropriate. 
· Sherpas/Advisors discussed the knowledge platform content and management, as well as its use to engage with stakeholders. The knowledge platform will be based on three core functions: 1. the official HLPW website will be used as an official platform to communicate from the HLPW the outside world 2. the WEF hosted open-ended platform to advance interactive engagement with the wider public around dedicated initiatives as drawn from the Action Plan 3. the closed platform for Sherpas/Advisors will be developed for internal communication, including a library with relevant documents.  Public documents can also be posted on the HLPW website.
· Sherpas/Advisors were requested to communicate the availability of their Heads of State/Government to meet during COP22, the Budapest Water Summit in November 2016 and the World Economic Forum in Davos, January 2017.  There would be better picture closer to the events. 
Next Steps:

· The Joint Secretariat will prepare a media report of the 2nd HLPW meeting and share with Sherpas/Advisors for internal use only.

· The Joint Secretariat will draft a joint letter for the Co-Chairs to send together with the Action Plan to Member States. Once the letter has been sent, the Co-Chairs will brief Member States in New York at the UN Headquarters anticipated for the middle of October.

· The Joint Secretariat will prepare executive summaries of Sherpas/Advisors meetings, as well as public consultations (e.g. Stockholm), to be published on the HLPW website.

· The Co-Chairs, supported by the Joint Secretariat, to reach out to Sherpas/Advisers to take a lead coordinating role on climate change, including the preparations for Marrakesh. A work plan is expected to be shared by the lead Champion(s) by early October.  
· The UN to establish closed platform for Sherpas/Advisors engagement, including an internal library with documents already produced by HLPW members.  

· The Joint Secretariat to prepare a description of the WEF open-ended platform to advance interactive engagement with the wider public around key initiatives as drawn from the Action Plan.

· The Joint Secretariat to conduct a mapping exercise of existing water-related initiatives within the global water community based on the framing papers as prepared in advance of the Rotterdam meeting, in close collaboration with UN-Water, in order to build synergies between them and the initiatives of the Panel. 
· Sherpas/Advisors of Peru and Senegal to communicate to the Joint Secretariat the initiatives their Heads of State/Government would like to take the lead on/Champion. The Joint Secretariat will finalize the list of initiatives with champion(s), identify the “orphan” initiative and support Sherpas/Advisor to facilitate the communication with the other member states or stakeholders. 

· The next face-to-face meeting of Sherpas/Advisors is planned to take place at the margins of the Budapest Water Summit on November 30, 2016. Arrangements will be discussed during the telephone conference anticipated around the middle of October 2016 (exact date/timing TBC).
Annex I: Attendance List
Mauritius (Co-Chair)

· Ambassador Jagdish Koonjul, Permanent Representative of Mauritius to the United Nations

· Mr. Vishal A. Luchoomun, Second Secretary, Mauritius Mission to the UN
Mexico (Co-Chair)

· Ambassador Juan Jose Gomez Camacho, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the United Nations 

· Mr. Damaso Luna, Deputy Director General for Global Issues at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico

· Ms. Claudia Coria-Bustos Pérez, International Affairs Manager, National Commission of Water of Mexico (CONAGUA)
· Mr. Alejandro Medina Mora, Deputy Director General for Legal Affairs, CONAGUA 

Australia

· Mr. Bill Costello, Minister Counsellor (International Development), Embassy of Australia, Washington DC        

Bangladesh

· Mr. Abul Kalam Azad, Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister
· Ms. Shanchita Haque, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the UN
Hungary

· Ambassador Csaba Korosi, Director for Environment Sustainability, Office of the President
Netherlands

· Mr. Henk Ovink, Netherlands Special Envoy for International Water Affairs 

· Kim Moolenaar, Policy Officer, Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment 
Peru
· H.E. Mr. Gustavo Meza Cuadra, Permanent Representative of Peru 
· Ms. Verónika Bustamante Gómez, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Peru to the UN
South Africa

· Ms. Nchedi Sophia Maphokga-Moripe, Chief Director: Global Cooperation and Strategic Partnerships, South African  Department of Water and Sanitation
· Ms. Tertia Grove, Deputy Director, Global Multilateral Department of Water and Sanitation
Tajikistan


· Mr. Sulton Rahimzoda, First Deputy Minister of Energy and Water Resources of Tajikistan

· Mr. Umar Nazarov 

Dr. Han Seung-soo, Special Advisor
· Mr. Kenzo Hiroki, Coordinator, High-level Experts and Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters 
· Ms. Taeko Yokota, Programme Management Officer, Office of Special Envoy of SG for DRR and Water
· Mr. Hirotada Matsuki, Director, International Affairs Office, River Planning Division, Water and Disaster Management Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), Japan 
World Bank Group

· Mrs. Jennifer J. Sara, Senior Director, Global Water Practice of the World Bank Group 

· Mr. Patrick Verkooijen, Special Adviser

· Mr. William Rex, Global Lead Water Security

· Mr. Chris Walsh, Communication Manager
· Mr. Stephane Dahan, Senior Water and Sanitation Specialist
United Nations

· Mr. Juwang Zhu, Director, Division for Sustainable Development (DSD), UN DESA

· Mr. Masahiko Murase, Principal Management and Programme Analyst, DSD, UN DESA 

· Mr. Nicolas Franke, Associate Expert in Water Policy, DSD, UN DESA
· Mr. Matthias Klettermayer, DSD, UN DESA
Annex II: HLPW working arrangements and moving forward with the initiatives
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