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· The 4th meeting of Sherpas/Advisors to the Members of the High Level Panel on Water (HLPW) was held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 8 August 2016. The meeting was co-chaired by the Sherpas from Mauritius and Mexico, with the presence of Sherpas/Advisors of other HLPW members (with the exception of Jordan, Senegal and Peru), as well as the Joint Secretariat. The opening session included participation of H.E. Mr. Muzaffar Huseynzoda, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan. (See Annex I – Attendance List.) 
· In his introductory remarks, Mr. Jagdish Koonjul, Co-Chair and Permanent Representative of Mauritius to the United Nations, thanked the Government of Tajikistan for hosting the meeting and for the warm hospitality extended to the Sherpas. He also thanked the Deputy Minister for gracing the meeting with his presence. H.E. Mr. Huseynzoda welcomed everyone to Dushanbe and expressed the Government of Tajikistan’s appreciation for the Sherpas’ active cooperation in the development of an effective Action Plan. He underlined the importance of the inclusion of the following key areas in this Plan: resilient economy; water infrastructure and investment; human settlements; water quality, sanitation and health; management/governance of water resources; data and valuing of water. He emphasized Tajikistan´s call for the declaration of a new Decade “Water for Sustainable Development” which Tajikistan is ready to promote together with other initiatives that would facilitate the realization of the new global water agenda. The Co-Chair of Mexico, Mr. Damaso Luna, Deputy Director General for Global Issues at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, stressed the great value that the Dushanbe meeting represents by providing an opportunity to address key issues of water and the SDG6 during a world water event  with participation of all stakeholders. 
· Following the adoption of the agenda and the summary note from the 3rd Sherpas/Advisors meeting, the implementation of previous decisions was reviewed. Pending issues are the chapeau of the Action Plan and the budget plan for the communication strategy.
· A discussion followed on the latest revisions made to the framing notes of the Action Plan resulting from inputs by Sherpas/Advisors. At the request of the Mauritius Co-Chair, the Joint Secretariat had cross-checked the challenges and priority actions of the Action Plan with the 2030 Agenda water-related targets. This exercise identified some gaps in the Action Plan while showing the value of the “flower” framework illustrating the approach to achieve SDG6 and related targets. The co-Chair further highlighted the importance of ensuring that the activities and text of the Action Plan are aligned with the mandate of the HLPW, especially since the document will be shared with other stakeholders for consultation. Sherpas/Advisors therefore reviewed each slide of the framing notes and adapted the titles, as well as the priority actions accordingly. 
· Following this exercise, the framing notes were adopted as the draft Action Plan by the Sherpas/Advisors who also agreed that the communications experts would eventually prepare a shorter version to be disseminated to the general public. In addition, an operational plan of activities may also be prepared for use by the Panel. 
· Sherpas/Advisors also identified the actions their HoS are likely to champion, as well as the possible events in which they might participate. For those HoS whose actions and events were not identified, Sherpas/Advisors were asked to communicate these to the Joint Secretariat. Based on the inputs received, the Joint Secretariat will update the Action Plan and send a revised version to Sherpas/Advisors for final review.
· Sherpas/Advisors to the HLPW had the opportunity to meet with the President of Tajikistan, H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmon, to whom Ambassador Csaba Korosi, Sherpa from Hungary, presented on behalf of the Sherpas, a brief progress report on the development of the Action Plan.
· With respect to the next meeting of the HLPW, it was recalled that the Sherpas had indicated to the Joint Secretariat that the majority of their Head of States would be in New York on 21st September with Mexico, Tajikistan, Senegal and Peru still pending and The Netherlands not available at all. The Sherpas expressed their deep disappointment on the proposal relayed by the ASG Montiel from the UNSG Office that the Panel meet on 23rd September based on the SG’s availability. Sherpas/Advisors reiterated their preference for 21st September and requested ASG Montiel to convey to the office of the SG the importance of convening the Panel meeting on the day when the majority of the panel members would be present. ASG Montiel assured the Sherpas/Advisors that the message would be communicated to the SG’s office, and further communication will be made to the Sherpas/Advisors in due course.
· The engagement with stakeholders was also discussed during the meeting. The upcoming Stockholm World Water Week will provide an appropriate platform for this engagement. The HLPW Sherpas/Advisors will meet there on 30-31 August. A room has been reserved on Tuesday 30 August for the Sherpas/Advisors to meet in a closed session. Sherpas/Advisors discussed the possibility of inviting the “Friends” to the Panel to the closed session to receive comments on the Action Plan. It was decided to use the time to finalize the draft Action Plan and send the “Friends” a thank-you letter for their initial engagement. 
· The modalities of engagement with the broader stakeholder community necessitated further discussions which were held on 9 August from 16:30 to 19:00. The discussions continued on that day and the Sherpas/Advisors agreed to engage with all stakeholders (including the “Friends”) at the already announced side event by SIWI, which will take place on Wednesday 31 August from 14:00 to 15:30. The programme can be found at http://programme.worldwaterweek.org/event/6398. The objective will be to give information and updates on the progress of the HLPW and to provide an opportunity for dialogue between Sherpas/Advisors and the broader water community present at the World Water Week in Stockholm. 
· In order to ensure an inclusive consultation process, Sherpas/Advisors asked the Joint Secretariat to  inform the civil society on the possibility of engaging at the SIWI event,  and to prepare a presentation on the Action Plan, to be used in the stakeholder consultation process. The Stakeholder consultation will allow Sherpas/Advisors to get feedback on the draft Action Plan, as well as liaise with partners for possible collaboration in the implementation of the Plan. The feedback received will be used to finalize the draft Action Plan before it is sent to the HoS for approval.
· The Sherpas/Advisors also discussed the arrangements for the meeting of the HLPW in the margins of the next session of the UN General Assembly in September. The HLPW members would announce their agreed action plan on that occasion. The HLPW would have the opportunity for a group photo prior to the meeting and for a press briefing afterwards. The Joint Secretariat would prepare a press release and communique based on the action plan.  
· The next Sherpas/Advisors meeting will take place 30-31 August in Stockholm with the objective of finalizing the draft action plan following consultations with the broader stakeholder community, and preparing the draft agenda of the HLPW for its meeting in the margins of the UNGA. 
Next Steps:
· The Joint Secretariat will provide the summary note of the meeting, together with the updated draft Action Plan by Friday 12 August. Sherpas/Advisors will provide written comments by Friday 19 August. 
· The Joint Secretariat will prepare a presentation, together with a chapeau, based on the draft Action Plan, to be shared on the HLPW website and presented at the SIWI side-event on 31 August in Stockholm.
· Sherpas/Advisors should communicate to the Joint Secretariat the possible actions their HoS would champion and events in which they might participate.
· The Joint Secretariat will follow up with the Executive Office of the Secretary General to confirm the meeting of the HLPW on 21st September.

· Co-Chairs will send thank-you letters to the “Friends” of the HLPW for their inputs to the framing notes and initial engagement.

· Joint Secretariat to liaise with civil society organizations for the consultation process in Stockholm.
· Joint Secretariat will do further work on the communication strategy operational and an appropriate budget for that purpose. 
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