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In our capacity as Co-Chairs of the Steering Committee on Partnerships for Small Island Developing
States (SIDS), we are pleased to announce the launch of the 2026 United Nations SIDS Partnerships
Awards.

The 2026 Awards are being launched at an important moment, as SIDS and their partners advance
implementation of the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS), work to strengthen the SIDS
Partnership Framework in line with General Assembly resolution 80/136, and prepare to engage in
the 2026 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. The Awards provide an opportunity
to highlight partnerships that are already translating commitments into concrete results for SIDS.

Partnerships at the Heart of the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS

The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS recognizes that new, innovative and bold approaches to
partnership are essential to accelerating sustainable development in SIDS. Such partnerships should
be grounded in mutual collaboration and ownership, trust, alignment, respect, results orientation,
accountability and transparency, and should draw on whole-of-government and whole-of-society
approaches.

Effective partnerships must respond to priorities identified by SIDS themselves and translate
international commitments into practical support, measurable results and lasting benefits for island
communities. This requires expanding and diversifying collaboration among SIDS Governments, local
authorities, civil society and non-governmental organizations, foundations, the private sector
academia, international financial institutions, the United Nations system and other development
partners.

It also requires stronger SIDS-SIDS cooperation, capacity-building and knowledge exchange,
alongside North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation. Together, these forms of cooperation
can help mobilize the human, financial, technical and technological resources needed to support
implementation of ABAS.

The SIDS Partnerships Awards support this vision by identifying, recognizing and showcasing
partnerships that translate ABAS priorities into tangible results for SIDS.

The 2026 SIDS Partnerships Awards

We invite Governments, United Nations entities, intergovernmental organizations, major groups and
other stakeholders to register or nominate partnerships that demonstrate clear and documented
impact aligned with ABAS priorities across the economic, social and environmental categories. Broad
participation will help demonstrate solidarity with SIDS and reinforce the partnerships needed to
support their sustainable development efforts.



We express our sincere appreciation to the President of the General Assembly, H.E. Ms. Annalena
Baerbock, for nominating the members of this year’s Judging Panel, and to the Panel members for
contributing their time and expertise to support a rigorous and transparent selection process.

Looking ahead to the 2026 Global Multi-stakeholder SIDS Partnership Dialogue

The winning partnerships will be recognized at an Awards Ceremony during the 2026 Global Multi-
stakeholder SIDS Partnership Dialogue, to be held at United Nations Headquarters in New York in
November or December 2026. The winners and finalists will also be featured in the 2026 SIDS
Partnership Brief, showcasing their approaches, results and contributions to the implementation of
the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS.

The Dialogue will provide an opportunity to bring together Member States, the United Nations
system, civil society, the private sector and other partners to share experiences, strengthen
collaboration and advance partnership-driven implementation of ABAS.

We look forward to welcoming this year’s award recipients and the broader SIDS partnership
community, and to continuing our collective efforts to deliver on the promise of ABAS.
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