From VNRs to Partnerships: Accelerating SDG
Implementation in SIDS

Exchange of experiences on the VNR process between SIDS and their partners

A meeting of the Steering Committee on Partnerships for Small Island Developing States,
organized by Belize and Portugal, Co-Chairs of the Committee, together with UN DESA and
OHRLLS

14 July 2026, 11 AM - 12.30 PM, Conference Room 11, UNHQ

On 14 July 2026, Belize and Portugal, as Co-Chairs of the Steering Committee on Partnerships
for Small Island Developing States, together with UN DESA and OHRLLS, will organize a
meeting of the Steering Committee in the margins of the 2026 High-level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development. The meeting will focus on how Voluntary National Review
processes can help strengthen implementation follow-up, partnership-building and SDG
acceleration in SIDS.

The meeting will provide an opportunity for SIDS and their partners to exchange experiences
on the VNR process, share practical approaches and identify partnership opportunities
arising from national review and dialogue processes. Discussions will consider how VNR
findings can be translated into practical follow-up actions, including targeted support, South-
South and triangular cooperation, and linkages to investment and project preparation
pathways through the SIDS Global Business Network and the Island Investment Forum.

Objectives

e Provide a space for countries to present experiences, challenges and lessons learned in
preparing VNRs, including practical approaches to stakeholder engagement, data and
coordination.

o [dentify opportunities for South-South and triangular cooperation on leveraging VNRs to
enhance partnerships and accelerate SDG implementation, including cross-regional peer
learning among SIDS subregions and targeted support from partners.

e Promote approaches for translating VNR findings, data and analysis into implementable
actions and partnerships after the HLPF.

Outcomes

e A short Co-Chairs’ summary note capturing practical lessons, common bottlenecks and
recommended solutions.



A simple list of peer-learning requests and partner offers.

Identification of potential actionable partnership ideas to be taken forward under the
Steering Committee on Partnerships for SIDS, including possible topics for future
Partnership Labs.

Guiding questions

What are the most persistent bottlenecks in preparing VNRs, including data, financing,
capacity and coordination, and what has worked to overcome them?

How can countries strengthen inclusive stakeholder engagement, including local
authorities, youth, the private sector, civil society and Indigenous Peoples, without
overburdening limited systems?

What practices help convert VNR findings into concrete national implementation steps,
including financing, policy reforms and partnerships?

How can SIDS benefit more from peer learning, shared tools and regional support
arrangements, including through South-South and triangular cooperation?

What role can partners play in supporting implementation after the HLPF, including
through project preparation, investment readiness and results tracking, and in helping to
advance investment-ready projects for the Global Multi-stakeholder SIDS Partnership
Dialogue, SIDS Global Business Network and the Island Investment Forum?

How can VNRs be leveraged as tools to mobilize investments and establish partnerships
which align with SIDS priority needs?

Programme

Time Session

11.00 Opening and welcome by the Co-Chairs of the Steering Committee
11.05 AM

e H.E. Ms. Janine Coye-Felson, Permanent Representative of Belize
e H.E. Mr. Rui Vinhas, Permanent Representative of Portugal

Purpose, linkages to SIDS Partnership Framework and expected outcomes.

11.05 Scene setter: practical trends in VNR preparation and follow-through,
11.15 AM | including alignment with ABAS and national dialogues.

e Ms. Tonya Vaturi, Office of Intergovernmental Support and
Coordination for Sustainable Development, UN DESA

e Mr. Damien Sass, Sustainable Development Officer,
SIDS Sub-Programme, OHRLLS

11.15 Panel 1: SIDS experiences (3 speakers, 6 to 7 minutes each)
11.45 AM

Moderation: Mr. Sai Naivoti, Chief of the SIDS Unit, UN DESA

e Ms. Sherilita Dore Tyson, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Sustainable
Development, St. Kitts and Nevis




e Mr. Francisco Mendes, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Guinea-
Bissau
e Ms. Lotoya Clarke, SDG Focal Point, Planning Institute of Jamaica

Focus on key reflections from VNR processes, including priority challenges, areas
where support is needed, what improved quality and how findings were
translated into follow-up action.

11.45 AM | Panel 2: Partner support and cooperation (3 speakers, 6 to 7 minutes each)
1215PM Moderation: Ms. Tishka Francis, Head of SIDS Subprogramme, OHRLLS
e Mr. Alessandro Guerri, Director General for European and
International Affairs and Sustainable Finance, Ministry of the
Environment and Energy Security of Italy
e Ms. Francine Pace Caruana, Director for Sustainable Development,
Ministry for Energy, the Environment, and the Regeneration of the
Grand Harbour of Malta
e Ms. Dima Al-Khatib, Director, United Nations Office of South-South
Cooperation (UNOSSC)
Focus on tools, peer learning, data systems, financing, and implementation
support packages.
12.15 Interactive discussion: guided Q&A
1225PM Moderation: Mr. Sai Naivoti, Chief of the SIDS Unit, UN DESA
Capture requests and offers. Identify possible cooperation actions and
Partnership Labs topics to be addressed during the 2026 Global Multi-
stakeholder SIDS Partnership Dialogue.
12.25 Closing by the Co-Chairs of the Steering Committee:
12.30 PM

e H.E. Ms. Janine Coye-Felson, Permanent Representative of Belize
e H.E. Mr. Rui Vinhas, Permanent Representative of Portugal

Key takeaways and next steps




