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Copenhagen, 29 May 2026 

 

UNOPS contributions to the SG report on implementation of General Assembly Resolution 

79/204 

 

The UN Office for Project Services (UNOPS) reports the following progress made in the 

implementation of the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 79/204 “Towards the sustainable 

development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations” for consideration by the General 

Assembly at its 81st session.  

 

1. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)/Global Environment Facility 

(GEF)/United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) PROCARIBE+ Project: 

 

The States and Territories of the Wider Caribbean, and Intergovernmental Organizations with an 

oceans-relevant mandate including several UN organizations, have fully operationalized during 

2025, including an official launch at the 3rd United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC3), the Wider 

Caribbean Ocean Coordination Mechanism (OCM) – supported by the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP)/Global Environment Facility (GEF)/United Nations Office for Project Services 

(UNOPS) PROCARIBE+ Project. The Mechanism aims to enhance coordination and collaboration 

between and amongst the States and Territories, regional organizations and other ocean 

stakeholders to align actions and optimize resources in support of resilient, sustainable ocean-based 

socio-economic development. As of late 2025, 20 States and Territories and 9 Intergovernmental 

Organizations (IGOs) had officially signed the OCM Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), creating 

important momentum towards enhanced, regional-level integrated ocean governance. The OCM 

Work Programme features the “State of the Marine Environment and Associated socio-Economics” 

(SOMEE) reporting mechanism and a region-wide Ocean Strategic Action Programme (SAP), and is 

underpinned by a regional Marine Data & Information Infrastructure Blueprint.  

  

The States and Territories of the Wider Caribbean continue to work through the PROCARIBE+ Project 

in supporting Marine Protected Areas and other Area based management tools, including 

transboundary MPAs, advancing Marine Spatial Planning and Blue NDCs, and fisheries sustainability 

through traceability and supporting community based development of the sustainable blue 

economy through small grants.  

 

 

 

2. Caribbean Resilient Infrastructure Implementation and Skills Exchange (RIISE) Facility 

UNOPS, in collaboration with the Government of Canada, is supporting the establishment of the 

Caribbean Resilient Infrastructure Implementation and Skills Exchange (RIISE) Facility. This regional 

implementation support mechanism aims to strengthen the capacity of Caribbean Small Island 
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Developing States (SIDS) to deliver climate-resilient infrastructure and sustainable development 

initiatives. The Facility, hosted in Barbados and initially focused on Eastern Caribbean countries, was 

designed in response to persistent implementation constraints affecting infrastructure delivery 

across the region, including limited technical capacity, fragmented implementation support, and 

restricted access to specialized expertise. 

RIISE is a demand-driven regional platform providing rapid and medium-term technical assistance to 

governments in areas including infrastructure planning and design, procurement, project 

management, safeguards, monitoring, engineering support, and institutional strengthening. The 

Facility also aims to support improved coordination among governments, regional organizations, 

development partners, and technical experts, while promoting knowledge transfer and the 

development of local and regional capacities. Through its phased approach, RIISE seeks to evolve 

into a regionally owned and financially sustainable mechanism capable of supporting broader 

Caribbean implementation priorities linked to resilience, climate adaptation, and sustainable 

infrastructure development. 

The initiative further contributes to ongoing regional efforts to strengthen institutional resilience, 

improve implementation readiness, and enhance the effectiveness of investments supporting 

sustainable development in the Caribbean Sea and adjacent coastal and marine environments. By 

promoting resilient infrastructure systems, regional cooperation, and long-term institutional 

capacity, RIISE is intended to support Caribbean countries in addressing the increasing impacts of 

climate change and natural hazards while advancing sustainable and inclusive development 

pathways. 

 

3. The CVF-V20 Joint Multi-Donor Fund: 

 

During the reporting period, CVF-V20 engagement has been led by Barbados’ Presidency, which 

places strong emphasis on climate-finance reform, debt-for-resilience instruments, adaptation 

finance, loss and damage, and the advancement of Climate Prosperity Plans for climate-vulnerable 

economies. The UNOPS-managed CVF-V20 Joint Multi-Donor Fund continues to serve as a dedicated 

vehicle for CVF-V20 countries’ collective climate and development agenda, advancing South–South 

cooperation, climate prosperity, and country-led delivery.  


