UNFPA Inputs to Secretary-General's report “Towards the sustainable development of the
Caribbean Sea for present and future generations"

Vulnerability mapping, disaster preparedness, and disaster response: There is an
opportunity to better leverage population data to create vulnerability maps for the marine sector,
including to position women and youth as primary architects of an inclusive blue horizon. For
example, understanding the distribution and dynamics of coastal populations is vital to
safeguarding the sustainable development of Small Island States in the Caribbean in the face of
climate change and other external shocks. UNFPA provides direct technical assistance to
Caribbean States in the implementation of Population and Housing Censuses and the generation
of disaggregated population data that can be operationalized to inform climate change adaptation
and disaster response.

UNFPA leads the preparation and dissemination of Common Operational Datasets on Population
Statistics (COD-PS), used for humanitarian response and planning, which contain age-, sex-
disaggregated data across subnational geographic boundaries. The COD-PS repository provides
an internationally recognized and interoperable baseline for a country’s population before the
occurrence of a crisis, enabling governments and international partners to jointly plan and allocate
resources during a humanitarian response. These datasets played a crucial role in guiding
humanitarian responses to recent hurricanes such as Beryl and Melissa.

UNFPA has also partnered with UNDRR, PAHO, and Harvard PGSSC to launch “Demographic
Intelligence for Risk-Ready Futures,” the first regional study to map the exposure of both the
population and emergency hospitals in Latin America and the Caribbean to multiple natural
hazards. This initiative integrates data on age- and sex-disaggregated populations, infrastructure
accessibility, and disaster risk to develop replicable vulnerability mapping tools, with the potential
to identify and respond to the needs of vulnerable coastal populations across the Caribbean.

Given the Caribbean's climate vulnerabilities, ensuring that health systems are climate-resilient is
critical. UNFPA in the sub-region has provided technical support to Ministries of Health to ensure
readiness through the Minimum Initial Service Package (MISP) assessment and anticipatory
actions. These efforts aim to maintain the continuity of life-saving interventions in the areas of
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) and Gender-Based Violence (GBV). During
this period, UNFPA has supported several countries—including Guyana, the Bahamas, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Dominica, and Grenada—in developing MISP action
plans that outline critical steps to be taken when a disaster strikes. Additionally, during Hurricane
Melissa in Jamaica, UNFPA provided life-saving interventions by supplying sexual and
reproductive health kits, ensuring that health services had the necessary supplies and equipment
to deliver uninterrupted services. Furthermore, UNFPA built the capacity of implementing partners
in gender-based violence prevention and response, trained healthcare workers, and deployed
temporary midwives to ensure the continuity of essential services.



Protection of women and girls: The protection of women and girls link to the broader socio-
economic stability of the Caribbean Sea region. This needs to be viewed in context of climate
change as it acts as a risk multiplier in the Caribbean coastal areas, negatively impacting social
resilience—underpinned by robust health systems and gender equality— which is just as critical
as physical infrastructure in protecting the women, girls and young people from external shocks.
As such, targeting the protection of health systems and GBV services is key for present and future
generations of the Caribbean Sea.

In the areas around the Caribbean sea, as in the rest of the world, the climate crisis risks
undermining women’s economic security, particularly for those working in climate-sensitive
sectors and the informal economy. These represent risks of deepening poverty, widening
inequality, and ultimately weakening the resilience of coastal communities. Therefore there is a
need to ensure climate policies in the Caribbean sea bring a comprehensive gender perspective
advancing gender equality, not sidelining it. It must safeguard health, including sexual and
reproductive health and rights, protect against gender-based violence and harmful practices, and
empower women—especially those most marginalized—as leaders of resilience and adaptation.

Resilience through rights, autonomy, and protection across the life course and innovative
partnerships with the private sector and international financial institutions: The sustainable
development of Coastal and Blue Economies in the Caribbean depends on the integrity, health,
and autonomy of the people who work in and around them. UNFPA works to ensure that women
and girls across the Caribbean exercise their full rights and potential across the lifecourse by
supporting informed family planning, maternal health, and the prevention and response to gender-
based violence.

Tourism is a central pillar of the Blue Economy in the Caribbean. UNFPA supports the rights,
autonomy, and resilience of women who drive the tourism sector by integrating gender-based
violence (GBV) and protection from sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) measures into private
sector industry operations. In 2025, UNFPA worked with partners such as the Caribbean Hotel &
Tourism Association (CHTA) to reach over 1,000 hotel and allied members and 32 national hotel
and tourism associations across the Caribbean to implement safeguarding protocols, defining
clear reporting mechanisms for survivors and improving prevention for workers and visitors.
Additionally, over 200 frontline personnel in justice and health services across 6 Caribbean
countries received targeted GBV and PSEA training, strengthening survivor-centered response,
clinical management of rape, investigative quality, and public trust.

In the Caribbean, UNFPA is leveraging the resources and expertise of international financial
institutions to drive transformative change. Notably, the partnership between UNFPA, the IMF,
and the Caribbean Regional Technical Assistance Center (CARTAC) has bridged the gap
between social policy and fiscal management. By equipping financial and social authorities with
demographic insights, this collaboration has fostered a high-level political commitment to 'smarter
investment' in women’s health as a cornerstone of regional macroeconomic stability and
sustainable development.



Demographic resilience, regional integration, and investment in youth: UNFPA assists
governments in developing instruments, such as Population Situation Analysis, and population
policies, in leveraging administrative and census data within public health and social protection
policies, and in implementing analyses of the economic and fiscal implications for demographic
change, such as National Transfer Accounts. These initiatives enable policymakers to use
evidence-based evaluations of demographic trends to inform key policy imperatives in social and
economic development, strengthening national and regional planning mechanisms.They play a
vital role in strengthening the capacities of states to guide the development of coastal areas and
the Blue Economy. By ensuring that these activities align with principles from the International
Conference on Population and Development and the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS
(ABAS), UNFPA also supports the interoperability of demographic analyses and policy planning
exercises and therefore their utility towards regional planning and integration initiatives,
broadening the analytical resource base available to intergovernmental institutions such as the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

Leveraging demographic data is important to ensure that sustainable development plans
recognize the critical role of investing in youth and empowering women to drive sustainable
development, climate resilience, and inclusive growth in the Caribbean sea. This is critical as a
sustainable Blue Economy needs to prioritize "human capital" alongside environmental
conservation. By recognizing women as the "invisible backbone" of the marine sector, the
Caribbean has the opportunity to reap a "Gender Dividend" through investments leveraging
population data that map vulnerabilities, ensuring that women are positioned as the primary
architects and beneficiaries.



