Progress Report on Resolution 79/204: Towards the sustainable development of the Caribbean
Sea for present and future generations

Paragraph 18: Regional Strategies and Action Plans

UNEP’s Cartagena Convention Secretariat (CCS) continued to support Contracting Parties in
advancing implementation of the Regional Nutrients Reduction Strategy and Action Plan and
the Regional Marine Litter Management Strategy and Action Plan for the Wider Caribbean
Region. Over the past year, the Secretariat strengthened regional cooperation and technical
support to countries through targeted workshops on implementation of the LBS Protocol,
support for national pollution prevention and wastewater management initiatives, and
capacity-building activities delivered under the GEF CReW+ project! across 18 countries of the
Wider Caribbean Region.

The Secretariat also advanced coordination on marine pollution prevention across the Wider
Caribbean through support to integrated watershed and coastal management approaches,
promotion of nutrient reduction and wastewater management measures, and facilitation of
knowledge-sharing among governments and regional institutions. These efforts contributed to
strengthening implementation capacity among Contracting Parties and advancing practical
actions to reduce land-based sources of marine pollution across the Wider Caribbean Region,
where untreated wastewater, nutrient pollution, plastics, and sedimentation continue to
represent major pressures on coastal and marine ecosystems.

UNEP’s Latin America & the Caribbean Office also led implementation efforts through ongoing
initiatives such as the Caribbean Biological Corridor (CBC), involving Cuba, the Dominican
Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico. These involve integrated ridge-to-reef approaches to
strengthen ecological connectivity between terrestrial, freshwater, coastal and marine
ecosystems. These actions contribute to biodiversity conservation, ecosystem restoration,
climate resilience and reduction of land-based pressures affecting the Caribbean Sea through
transboundary collaboration, protected area connectivity, and integrated landscape
management.

Paragraphs 20 and 22 — Sargassum

Recognizing the increasing environmental, economic, and public health implications of
sargassum influxes across the Wider Caribbean Region, Contracting Parties to the Cartagena
Convention adopted the Regional Action Plan on Sargassum Inundation at COP18 in October
2025.

The Action Plan establishes the first coordinated regional framework under the Cartagena
Convention for addressing sargassum through an integrated and cross-sectoral approach linking
biodiversity, pollution management, tourism, fisheries, coastal resilience, and public health
considerations. To support implementation, the Secretariat established a Convention-wide

1 For more information on the GEF CReW+ project, please refer to: https://www.gefcrew.org/



https://www.gefcrew.org/

Progress Report on Resolution 79/204: Towards the sustainable development of the Caribbean
Sea for present and future generations

Sargassum Working Group bringing together the SPAW and LBS Protocols alongside regional
technical partners and stakeholders. The increasing frequency and severity of sargassum
influxes is associated with a combination of factors including rising sea temperatures, changing
ocean currents, and nutrient enrichment from land-based sources, underscoring the
intersection of climate change and land-based pollution as compounding pressures on the
Wider Caribbean Region.

Over the past year, the Secretariat advanced implementation of the Action Plan through
strengthened regional coordination, collaboration with scientific and technical institutions, and
support for improved monitoring, early warning, and information-sharing mechanisms. The
Secretariat also facilitated regional dialogue on policy development, sustainable management
responses, and opportunities related to the safe and sustainable use and valorization of
sargassum. These efforts are contributing to a more coordinated, science-based, and solutions-
oriented regional response to one of the most significant emerging environmental challenges
facing the Wider Caribbean Region.

Paragraph 1 and 17: Marine Biodiversity and Coastal Ecosystems

Through the SPAW Protocol and associated regional initiatives, the Cartagena Convention
Secretariat continued to support implementation of regional biodiversity objectives,
ecosystem-based management approaches, and area-based conservation efforts in the Wider
Caribbean Region. Over the past year, this included advancing implementation of the
PROCARIBE+ project — a GEF-funded, UN Ocean Decade-endorsed initiative — as co-executing
partner, supporting capacity-building and technical cooperation including through the
Caribbean Marine Protected Areas Management Network and Forum (CaMPAM), for the
establishment and strengthening of marine protected areas (MPAs) and other effective area-
based conservation measures (OECMs) in support of the 30x30 target under the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

The Secretariat also supported regional coral reef monitoring, scientific cooperation, and data-
sharing through the Caribbean node of the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network (GCRMN),
coordinated by the SPAW Regional Activity Center (SPAW-RAC) and associated regional
partners, contributing to improved understanding of coral reef condition, resilience, and
ecosystem change across the Wider Caribbean Region.

Regional cooperation for the conservation and management of threatened and migratory
marine species also advanced, with management plans developed for the Whale Shark and
Giant Manta Ray. At COP18, Contracting Parties further requested the development of
conservation and management plans for the silky shark and the oceanic whitetip shark under
the SPAW Protocol, reflecting the Secretariat’s continued support for evidence-based species
conservation in the region.
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Collectively, these efforts strengthened regional scientific cooperation, biodiversity governance,
and the availability of marine biodiversity data to support evidence-based decision-making,
marine spatial planning, and implementation of global biodiversity and ocean-related
commitments, while contributing to coastal resilience, fisheries sustainability, and the
protection of ecosystem services that support livelihoods and tourism across the Wider
Caribbean Region.

UNEP’s LAC regional biodiversity conservation efforts are also coordinated through ecological
corridor initiatives and transboundary cooperation mechanisms. The Caribbean Biological
Corridor (CBC) promotes collaborative management approaches and regional environmental
governance, efforts to contribute to safeguarding migratory species pathways, strengthening
ecosystem resilience, supporting genetic exchange, and enhancing the long-term sustainability
of ecosystem services that are necessary for fisheries, tourism, food security, and community
resilience.

During 2025, the CBC advanced implementation of marine biodiversity and ecosystem
connectivity actions through the development of the CBC Marine Action Plan 30x30 Plus, in
partnership with the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS). The process involved regional
workshops, technical consultations, and coordination among participating countries to support
implementation of Target 3 of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and
strengthen regional cooperation on marine conservation and sustainable ocean management.
Progress was achieved in the identification and establishment of new marine protected areas
and other conservation measures in the Wider Caribbean Region, including the approval of the
Banco de Sancho Pardo protected area in Cuba and technical advancement of the proposed
“Corazon del Caribe” marine area (Cuba, Haiti and Jamaica) as a potential protected area of
regional significance.

Paragraph 24 — Promotion of Sustainable Management of Marine and Coastal Resources

The Cartagena Convention Secretariat continued to play a central regional coordination role in
supporting the sustainable management of marine and coastal resources in the Wider
Caribbean Region through implementation of regional projects, strengthening of policy and
governance frameworks, facilitation of technical cooperation among Contracting Parties and
partners, support to regional ocean governance initiatives, including regional dialogue and
readiness efforts related to ratification and implementation of the BBNJ Agreement, and
promotion of sustainable Blue Economy development in support of the economic resilience of
Small Island Developing States and coastal communities across the Wider Caribbean Region.

COP18 marked a historic milestone as the first occasion on which all three major
intergovernmental meetings of the Convention — the Cartagena Convention and Qil Spills
Protocol, the LBS Protocol, and the SPAW Protocol — convened concurrently, reinforcing the
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integrated governance architecture of the Cartagena Convention and strengthening
coordination across marine pollution, biodiversity, and ocean governance agendas.

Over the past year, the Secretariat advanced implementation of major regional initiatives
including GEF CReW+, IWEco, PROCARIBE+, and LAC Cities, which collectively supported actions
in member states related to wastewater management, marine pollution reduction, integrated
watershed and coastal management, marine biodiversity conservation, marine litter
prevention, and sustainable coastal development.?

The Secretariat also continued development of the State of the Convention Area Report
(SOCAR) process to strengthen integrated regional assessment, monitoring, and reporting on
marine pollution, biodiversity, ecosystem health, and ocean governance trends across the
Wider Caribbean Region, as well as science-policy coordination capacities. Additional efforts
were undertaken to strengthen regional environmental reporting, knowledge-sharing,
communications, and information management systems in support of improved decision-
making and implementation monitoring under the Cartagena Convention and its Protocols.

Through strategic partnerships and resource mobilization efforts involving the Global
Environment Facility (GEF), intergovernmental organizations, and technical partners, the
Secretariat facilitated technical assistance, institutional capacity-building, knowledge exchange,
and implementation support benefiting countries across the Wider Caribbean Region.
Collectively, these efforts contributed to strengthening regional environmental governance,
institutional coordination, and implementation of multilateral environmental commitments in
support of the long-term sustainable development and resilience of the wider Caribbean Sea
for present and future generations.

Meanwhile, the Caribbean Biological Corridor (CBC) has strengthened its regional and
international engagement through participation in key regional and global processes, including
the United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC), the Cartagena Convention COP, and the Havana
Environmental Convention, contributing to regional dialogue on biodiversity conservation,
sustainable ocean governance, climate resilience, and implementation of global environmental
commitments. The Cartagena Convention COP in particular decided to “Facilitate regular
communication and coordination with the CBC to facilitate progress towards common
objectives and jointly address emerging environmental issues within the scope of the CBC and
the SPAW Protocol.” The CBC also supported regional dialogue and capacity-building related to
the BBNJ Agreement through webinars and technical exchanges involving stakeholders from
across the region.

2 For more information on the referenced projects, please refer to CReW+ https://www.gefcrew.org/; IWEco
https://iweco.org/; PROCARIBE+ https://procaribeplus.org/



https://www.gefcrew.org/
https://iweco.org/
https://procaribeplus.org/

Progress Report on Resolution 79/204: Towards the sustainable development of the Caribbean
Sea for present and future generations

UNEP supports Caribbean Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) with GEF investment to
reduce harmful chemicals and wastes, prevent future build-up of chemicals and promote safe
management and disposal of existing chemicals, products and materials through the ‘GEF
ISLANDS' initiative. Activities are amplified through south-south knowledge exchange and
communications inter- and intra-regionally, to establish the enabling environment and
conditions to unlock resources from the private and public sectors including regional
development banks, to sustainably transform how chemicals and materials are sourced,
procured, managed and disposed.

Activities have strengthened legislative and institutional frameworks for the environmentally
sound management of hazardous chemicals and developed a Regional Model Policy and Model
Legislation, National Assessment Reports and National Strategies and Roadmaps to support
implementation at country levels. Country capacity for the development and implementation
of national and regional chemicals and products standards has been strengthened, and
recommendations developed for border control and chemical import management. Ongoing
work is focused on improving waste collection for recycling and technologies for the reduction
and prevention of waste in the cruise ship sector.

UNEP’s SIDS Restoration Flagship under the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration continues
to support Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in strengthening the sustainable management,
restoration, and governance of marine and coastal ecosystems through integrated “ridge-to-
reef” approaches that connect biodiversity conservation, coastal resilience, and sustainable
economic development. Saint Lucia remains one of the three flagship implementation countries
under this global initiative, overseen by UNEP. Through this approach, the Flagship has already
delivered the following integrated outcomes:

National enabling frameworks for SBE transitions: Over the reporting period, the initiative
advanced the development of national enabling frameworks for Sustainable Blue Economy
transitions through implementation of UNEP’s Sustainable Blue Economy Transition
Framework’s Rapid Readiness Assessment and associated whole-of-island engagement
processes. These assessments have provided Saint Lucia with a shared evidence base,
identified priority policy and investment gaps, and supported sequenced pathways for
reform and implementation, helping to strengthen national coordination and investment
readiness for marine and coastal restoration action and an SBE transition.

Restoration embedded in livelihoods and local economies: In Saint Lucia, UNEP is supporting
the incubation and empowerment of 40 eco-preneurs through a dedicated restoration
enterprise incubation programme focused on strengthening restoration-based small and
growing businesses. The initiative provides capacity-building, mentorship, investment
readiness support, and access to grant financing opportunities to enhance the commercial
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viability and long-term sustainability of community-based restoration enterprises, while
strengthening local innovation and incubation ecosystems.

Robust monitoring, evaluation and digital reporting systems: In parallel, the initiative
strengthened monitoring, evaluation, and digital reporting systems aligned with the UN
Decade Framework for Ecosystem Restoration (FERM). Trainings were undertaken with key
ministries and national data holders in Saint Lucia to strengthen ecosystem restoration
monitoring capacities and improve data collection and reporting. These systems contribute
to national and global environmental reporting processes, including implementation of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, particularly Target 2 on ecosystem
restoration.



