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2026 UN Water Conference 

8-10 December 2026, Abu Dhabi, UAE 

Application Guidelines for In-person Side Events 

in the UN accredited zone of the Conference venue (ADNEC)  

Last updated on 8 June 2026 – subject to changes 

Background 

The General Assembly, in its resolution 78/327, decided to convene the 2026 United Nations 

Water Conference, co-hosted by the Republic of Senegal and the United Arab Emirates. The 

Conference will be held from 8-10 December 2026 at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Center 

(ADNEC), United Arab Emirates. 

The Conference’s mandate is to accelerate the implementation of SDG 6: Ensuring available and 

sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. It will consider challenges to achieve this 

goal as well as opportunities and innovative ways to support its implementation and accelerate 

progress.  

The Conference will be a culmination of extensive global dialogue and consultations, including 
the High-Level Preparatory Meeting held in Dakar, in January 2026, and ongoing engagements 
mobilizing Governments, the United Nations system, intergovernmental organizations, 
international financial and investment institutions, other interested international bodies and 
non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, academic institutions, the scientific 
community, Indigenous Peoples and local communities, industry and private sector leaders, 
philanthropic organizations and youth voices. The process has brought together twelve Member 
States as Co-Chairs, leading six Interactive Dialogues, to create ambitious, inclusive and 
innovative solutions. 
 
As co-hosts of the 2026 UN Water Conference, the UAE and Senegal invite all stakeholders to 

engage with insights, openness, and commitment to deliver political, technical, and 

transformative solutions to address the scale and urgency of global water and sanitation 

challenges. Participants will exchange views, identify actions and develop initiatives to advance 

SDG 6, including cooperation at all relevant levels to enhance means of implementation and 

https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/78/327
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026
https://www.adnec.ae/en
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/high-level-preparatory-meeting-dakar-convened-government-senegal-60457
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026
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partnerships. The Conference will also mainstream gender perspectives and empowerment of 

women and girls in ensuring safe drinking water and sanitation for all. 

Within the UN accredited zone of the Conference venue (ADNEC), the Conference will consist of 

an opening segment, seven plenary meetings, six Interactive Dialogues and a closing segment. 

These sessions will aim to exchange views and develop actions and initiatives needed for 

accelerating SDG 6 progress in alignment with the six themes of the Interactive Dialogues of the 

2026 UN Water Conference that were adopted by consensus by the United Nations General 

Assembly on 9 July 2025: (a) water for people, (b) water for prosperity, (c) water for planet, (d) 

water for cooperation, (e) water in multilateral processes, and (f) investments for water. 

The outcome of the Conference will be a summary of its proceedings, to be prepared by the 

Presidents of the Conference, focusing on areas of accelerated and collective action to support 

the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 6.  

What are side events? 

In parallel to the official programme, a selected  number of high-level side events may be 

organized by UN Member States, UN entities, Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs), and all 

accredited stakeholders. These side events are designed to offer additional opportunities for duly 

registered participants to collaborate, share knowledge, and accelerate the implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 6 and the 2030 Agenda in general. Accredited participants will 

have the opportunity to discuss critical issues, exchange best practices, foster partnerships, and 

promote international cooperation in order to advance solutions that are aligned with the six 

themes of the Interactive Dialogues. Side events also provide opportunities to showcase 

voluntary commitments registered on the Water Action Agenda, and any other water-related 

commitments taken in global, regional, national and local settings.  

 

What are the themes for side events? 

● Side events should be closely related to actions to accelerate the achievement of 

Sustainable Development Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of 

water and sanitation for all, while reaffirming the internationally agreed water-related 

goals and targets, including those contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.  

● Additionally, side events should address at least one of the themes of the six Interactive 

Dialogues:  

https://www.adnec.ae/en
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4084926?ln=en&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4084926?ln=en&v=pdf
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
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(a) Water for people: the human rights to water and sanitation, including for those in 

vulnerable situations, for healthy societies and economies; 

(b) Water for prosperity: valuing water, water-energy-food nexus, advancing integrated 

and sustainable water resource management, wastewater and water-use efficiency 

across sectors, and economic and social development; 

(c) Water for planet: climate, biodiversity, desertification, environment, source to sea, 

resilience and disaster risk reduction; 

(d) Water for cooperation: transboundary and international water cooperation, 

including scientific cooperation, and inclusive governance; 

(e) Water in multilateral processes: Sustainable Development Goal 6, the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and beyond, and global water initiatives; 

(f) Investments for water: financing, technology and innovation, and capacity-building. 

What is the format of side events?  

In-person side events (inside the UN accredited zone of the Conference venue)1 

● A selected number of side events will be held in-person in the UN accredited zone of the 

Conference venue. The application process for these events is managed by the UN 

Conference Secretariat. Further details regarding the UN accredited zone of the 

Conference venue and room formats will be shared at a later stage. 

● Side events held inside the UN accredited zone will be held fully in-person (no hybrid 

participation). Participation of speakers, moderators, organizers, and attendees is 

restricted to duly registered and accredited participants of the 2026 UN Water 

Conference. 

● It is the responsibility of the organizers of side events to ensure that all organizers, 

speakers, attendees, and supporting staff are duly registered to attend the 2026 UN 

Water Conference as representatives of an accredited organization. The Secretariat will 

not be able to accommodate participants after registration deadlines and there will be no 

additional specific registration for side events participants. 

 
1 The UN accredited zone of the Conference venue cannot accommodate hybrid participation. Please ensure that applications 

for side events to be held on-site are planned considering fully in-person participation. Only registered participants representing 

accredited entities/organizations will be able to access the UN accredited zone of the Conference venue. 
 

https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
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● Side events held inside the UN accredited zone of the Conference venue will be conducted 

in parallel with the official sessions of the Conference and will not exceed 75 minutes in 

duration. 

Who can apply to host a side event?  

● UN Member States, Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs), UN entities, and all other 

accredited NGOs and stakeholder organizations can apply to organize an on-site side 

event within the UN accredited zone of the Conference venue.  The lead organizer and all 

listed co-organizers of side events must be accredited to the 2026 UN Water Conference. 

● Please note that organizations can submit only ONE application to host an in-person side 

event inside the UN accredited zone. If more than one application is submitted by one 

organization for an onsite in-person side event, only the first application will be 

considered. 

● Accredited organizations/entities can host multiple side events as co-organizers. 

● Please note that Member States should only submit their applications through their 

Permanent Missions in New York.   

● Information regarding accreditation and participation of relevant categories is available 

here. 

How can I apply to host a side event inside the UN accredited zone of the Conference 

venue?   

● All interested and accredited entities/organizations should submit applications for side 

events through official applications form. More information will be available here.  

● Tentative timeline (subject to changes):  

Date  

Week of 8 June 2026 Launch open call for side events inside the UN accredited 
zone of the Conference venue 
 

31 July 2026 
 

Deadline to submit applications  

Week of 14 September 2026 
 

Final decisions announced by UN Secretariat on selected side 
events inside the UN accredited zone of the Conference 
venue  

● Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.   

● Only applications received through the official form will be considered. Applications 

received via email, or any other channel will not be considered. 

https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/participate
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/events/side-events
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYzxewRSO3-jEonrzZtnU79NGWhErilV1w5b3chSF-dXH3zQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=105982530806336401470
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What are the criteria for selecting side events?  

The selection process will be conducted in a transparent and balanced manner, ensuring due 

consideration of geographical representation, thematic diversity, and inclusiveness. In view of 

the anticipated large number of requests and taking into consideration the limited      time 

available for side events, the following principles will be applied by the Secretariat when 

conducting the selection of side events 

Side events in the UN accredited zone of the Conference venue will be organized by UN Member 

States, accredited Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs), UN entities, and other accredited 

NGOs and stakeholder organizations. 

● Priority will be given to events that are organized by Member States and those organized 

in partnership with several networks/organizations. All interested parties are strongly 

encouraged to partner with others to organize a side event and thereby increase the 

chances of being included in the official side event programme. 

● Only one organization should submit the application for the proposed joint side event. 

Duplicative proposals will not be considered. 

● Priority will also be given to proposals that demonstrate a multi-stakeholder, multi-

sectoral, multi-country, inclusive, gender-balanced, and intergenerational approach. 

Organizers are encouraged to incorporate these elements when planning and designing 

their side events. 

● Only accredited organizations to the 2026 UN Water Conference can be listed as lead or 

co-organizers of side events featured in the Conference’s programme. 

● Proposed side events should demonstrate a clear connection to the six themes of the 

Interactive Dialogues and contribute to the Conference’s mandate to accelerate the 

implementation of SDG 6. Priority will be given to side events that 1) facilitate dialogue 

and actionable solutions that advance transformative progress in at least one Interactive 

Dialogue and 2) that support the announcement or advancement of water-related 

commitments and key impactful initiatives. Particular consideration will be given to 

proposals that build on existing water commitments and processes, including the Water 

Action Agenda, as well as those that aim to announce new commitments or share 

progress and outcomes from the implementation of existing commitments. 

 

How does the selection process work?  

● The Secretariat will select a certain number of side events, taking into consideration the 

capacity of the UN accredited zone of the Conference venue and based on the above-

https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/stakeholders#stakeholders_participation
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships/action-networks/water
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mentioned criteria while ensuring regional and thematic balance. Only organizers of 

approved applications will be notified directly by email.  

● To accommodate more side event proposals, the Secretariat may contact side event 

organizers to explore merging proposals that share similar themes and address common 

features. 

● Only side events that have been approved through the official application process will be 

included in the side event programmes to be made available on the official Conference 

website.  

Additional side events format 

In addition to the in-person side events taking place inside the UN accredited zone of the 

Conference venue, there will also be opportunities to organize virtual side events in connection 

with the 2026 UN Water Conference. This application process will be managed by the UN 

Conference Secretariat and further information on virtual side events will be made available in 

mid-August 2026 on this webpage. 

To support cross-sectoral engagement and incorporate more relevant audiences in the 

discussions and solutions, information about the types of engagements and activities in the non-

accredited zone at the Conference venue (ADNEC) will be communicated at a later date. 

Who can I contact about side events? 

● Please make sure that you have read carefully all the points listed above before reaching out 

to the Conference Secretariat. More information about the side events process is available 

here.  
● If you still have questions, please contact water2026@un.org indicating [Side Events] in the 

subject. Due to the large number of inquiries, the Secretariat will not be able to answer any 

questions that have already been explained in this Guidelines document. 

● For more information on the 2026 UN Water Conference, please visit the main webpage here.  

https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/events/side-events
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026/events/side-events
mailto:water2026@un.org
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2026
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