Misién Permanente de México ante la
Organizacién de las Naciones Unidas

Mexico’s inputs to the Secretary-General's report “Towards the sustainable

development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations”

The designation of the Caribbean Sea as a special zone in the context of sustainable
development could serve as a catalyst for mobilizing financial, human and technical
resources for regional development. It may also facilitate the articulation of key
stakeholders —including traditional development partners, South-South
cooperation partners, international financial institutions, philanthropic
organizations and civil society— within a coordinated framework aimed at
advancing sustainable, inclusive and resilient development across the wider

Caribbean.

In this regard, the consolidation of long-term partnerships calls for the
exploration of mechanisms to compensate for transboundary ecosystem services,
recognizing that the conservation of the Caribbean Sea generates shared benefits
across the basin. This underscores the need to move beyond fragmented, project-
based financing approaches towards more predictable, long-term funding schemes

supported by strengthened regional governance arrangements.

As part of efforts to promote horizontal co-responsibility under South-South
cooperation modalities, it is important to advance the establishment of technical
exchange platforms. Such platforms would enable countries with comparable
capacities in areas such as coastal zone management, marine monitoring and

sustainable tourism to share not only resources, but also lessons learned, including
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both challenges and successful adaptation practices, thereby fostering collective

regional knowledge.

Given that the Mexican Caribbean has already been designated as a Protected
Natural Area, any potential designation as a special zone should avoid generating
unnecessary regulatory burdens or undermining rights of access to information,
public participation and access to justice, as enshrined in the Escazi Agreement. In
addition, it would be pertinent to further analyze this matter in light of the
Agreement on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity

of Areas beyond National Jurisdiction.

Regarding institutional developments, it is noted that the Association of
Caribbean States, within the framework of the resolution on the sustainable
development of the Caribbean Sea, has identified the need to establish a Legal Sub-

Commission under the Caribbean Sea Commission.

The objective of this body would be to analyze and facilitate the legal
arrangements necessary to promote the sustainable use of the Caribbean Sea,
including its potential designation as a special zone. The establishment of this Sub-
Commission remains under consideration. Its creation was presented to Member
States during the 25th Meeting of the Caribbean Sea Commission, held on 27
February 2026.

This mechanism is envisaged as a technical forum aimed at strengthening
dialogue between policymakers and legal experts, providing analysis and guidance

on existing legal frameworks, the implications of a potential designation, and



Misién Permanente de México ante la
Organizacién de las Naciones Unidas

possible regulatory gaps. It is also expected to contribute to the development of
regional strategies, frameworks for legal cooperation, and the identification of

obligations, benefits and implications for Member States.

Its anticipated functions include the review of relevant treaties, the
identification of key stakeholders, the systematization of information, and the
provision of technical support to the Association of Caribbean States Council of

Ministers.

Regarding its composition, the Sub-Commission is expected to be comprised
of six to eight experts nominated by Member States, ensuring balanced
geographical representation across the wider Caribbean, as well as gender parity.
Members would be selected based on their expertise in international law, the law of
the sea, environmental law, multilateral agreements, and the diverse legal systems

of the region.

At present, this remains an ongoing process within the framework of the

Association of Caribbean States.



