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Malta, as an island state, has championed the interests of Small Island Developing States on the 
global stage, driven by a deep awareness of shared challenges. Malta’s Foreign Policy Strategic 
Framework 2025-2026 clearly identifies the need to provide capacity-building opportunities to 
assist SIDS achieve their Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and continually pushes for 
global recognition of their needs by the international community. Malta has been a leading 
advocate for addressing sea-level rise and ensuring that the voices of those most affected by this 
issue are heard. 

Malta’s "Island for Islands" initiative, launched at the UNFCCC COP26 Conference in November 
2021, aims to assist SIDS in tackling the unique and severe impacts of climate change by sharing 
technical know-how, best practices, and lessons learned from Malta's own experiences. Through 
this initiative, Malta fosters cooperation and solidarity among island states to collectively address 
environmental challenges. Within this framework, Malta entered into a cooperation agreement 
on water management with Antigua and Barbuda which has reaped very significant positive 
results. 

Malta is also invested in efforts related to education and capacity-building for SIDS nationals, 
including scholarship and training opportunities, contributing to skills development and 
supporting longer-term resilience and sustainable development. Since 2021, through its SIDS 
Scholarship Programme, Malta has offered scholarships at the Master’s and PhD levels through 
the University of Malta’s Islands and Small States Institute, providing critical opportunities for 
students from ODA-eligible SIDS to further their education and capacities, and contribute to the 
sustainable development of their home communities and countries.  

Malta’s commitment to building resilience in SIDS also extends to its partnerships with local, 
regional and international organizations. In collaboration with the Organisation of African, 
Caribbean, and Pacific States (OACPS) and the University of Malta’s Islands and Small States 
Institute, Malta has contributed to the development of a Climate Vulnerability and Resilience 
Index, which aims to better assess and address the specific challenges faced by SIDS, allowing 
for more targeted and effective support. Furthermore, Malta has entered into a cooperative 
framework for joint projects and activities with the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS). 

 Another important initiative is the Malta-based Commonwealth Small States Centre of 
Excellence, mandated by the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in 2015. The Centre 
is dedicated to supporting small states, including SIDS, in overcoming operational and capacity-
building challenges. By leveraging innovative approaches and fostering partnerships, the Centre 
plays a vital role in helping these countries meet evolving global challenges, build resilience, and 
ensure sustainable development. 

  

  

 


