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Inputs to UN Secretary-General’s Report titled “Towards the sustainable development

of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations”

India’s relationship with the Caribbean region has been a historical one and is based on the
strong people to people ties. More than half a million Indians were brought to the Caribbean
between 1838 and 1917 by the British to work as indentured labour in the sugar plantations.
They have kept Indian cultural traditions and heritage alive through annual cultural events,
and  a  share  love  for  cricket  and  Indian  cinema.  For  decades,  India  has  undertaken
development projects in the region, mostly by way of bilateral projects. However, since the
establishment of the India – UN Development Partnership Fund in 2017 and the IBSA (India-
Brazil-South Africa) Fund in 2004, projects on sustainable development have received greater
impetus.  The  following  table  exemplifies  India’s  commitment  to  advancing  sustainable
development in the Caribbean Sea, and gives details of our development assistance projects
under both the India-UN and IBSA Funds.  

# Country Name of the Project Fund head

1) Bahamas Abaco Community Center/ Hurricane Shelter India-UN Fund

2) Bahamas Strengthening Public Debt Management Framework 
and developing government bond market in The 
Bahamas

India-UN Fund

3) Barbados Local content development project in Barbados India-UN Fund

4) Barbados Procure Medical Equipment on Behalf of the 
Government of Barbados

India-UN Fund

5) Belize Strengthening Clinical Management of COVID-19 
Patients and Reducing of Risk of COVID-19 
Transmission among Health Workers in Belize

India-UN Fund

6) Belize Support to Infrastructure for Human Development, 
Health and Sports

India-UN Fund

7) Belize Rural Electrification using Microgrids in Southern 
Belize

IBSA

8) Guyana Solid Waste Management Improvement Project IBSA



9) Haiti Collection of Solid Waste as a Tool to Reduce Violence
(Phases l and ll)

IBSA

10) Haiti Promote the Socioeconomic Integration of Vulnerable 
Children and Youth

IBSA

11) 13 
CARICOM

Strengthening the EMTCT strategy within Maternal and
Child Health Services, CARICOM Member States

India-UN Fund

12) St. Lucia Poverty Reduction through Livestock Development IBSA

13) Saint Lucia Human Security and Sustainable Development - a 
COVID 19 response

India-UN Fund

14) Saint Lucia Human Security and Sustainable Development - a 
COVID 19 response

India-UN Fund

15) Saint Lucia Upgrading Saint Lucia’s capacity to provide impactful 
vocational training for marginalized youth

India-UN Fund

16) St Vincent 
and 
Grenadine
s

Arrowroot Industry Modernization India-UN Fund

17) Saint 
Vincent 
and 
Grenadine
s

Construction of Administrative Complex in 
Chateaubelair and Construction of Learning Resource 
Centre in Georgetown

India-UN Fund

18) Suriname Centre for Excellence in Information Technology (CEIT)
Suriname Roadmap

India-UN Fund

19) Suriname Enhanced early warning service delivery to 
communities of Suriname in order to build their 
resilience to flooding due to excess rainfall

India-UN Fund

20) Suriname Promotion of Indoor Sports and Community 
Engagement Activities in the Nickerie District through 
the Rehabilitation of the Nickerie Indoor Stadium (NIS)

India-UN Fund

21) Trinidad Bringing High and Low Technology (HALT) to COVID- India-UN Fund



&Tobago 19 in Trinidad and Tobago

Beyond projects implemented through the India-UN Development Partnership Fund, India’s
development  cooperation  with  countries  in  the  Caribbean region  is  also pursued through
bilateral  grants,  concessional  Lines  of  Credit  (LoCs),  regional  partnerships  and capacity-
building initiatives tailored to the specific needs of island economies.

In this region, India’s engagement is anchored in the India–CARICOM partnership. Under this
framework, India announced a grant assistance package of USD 14 million, providing USD 1
million to each CARICOM member state, as well as executed concessional Line of Credit
projects  worth  USD  188.95million  to  support  climate  resilience,  renewable  energy,
infrastructure  and  community  development  projects.  India  has  also  supported  regional
capacity-building  initiatives,  including  the  establishment  of  a  Centre  for  Excellence  in
Information  Technology in  Guyana and the  development  of  a  regional  vocational  training
facility  in  Belize.  Bilateral  cooperation also includes renewable energy initiatives for  solar
power projects,  as well  as training and human resource development  through the Indian
Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme.

The capacity  building programmes spearheaded under  our  flagship  training vertical  ITEC
(Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation) is another standing example of our assistance
provided to  the Caribbean region.   These training programmes are both in short  term (2
weeks up to 1 month) and long term (6 months up to 3 years) for serving government officials
in  the  host  States.   The  concerned  Indian  Missions  with  Residence  or  concurrent
accreditation have been actively disseminating information through the respective Foreign
Offices to encourage participation.  
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