s ]
Vp’ \\{) _\,:_oﬁo United Nations
V V Decade of
\{\ 1}/ Sustainable
‘}//%-— —— Transport

MONITORING PROGRESS DURING THE
UN DECADE OF SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
8 May 2026, 13:00-14:00
International Transport Forum 2026, Leipzig, Germany

SUMMARY

On 8 May 2026, the Division for Sustainable Development Goals of the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs organized a workshop titled
“Monitoring progress during the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport” during the
International Transport Forum Summitin Leipzig, Germany. The workshop brought together
representatives from governments, international organizations, regional commissions,
development banks, and civil society to discuss practical approaches for monitoring
progress during the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport. Discussions focused on
monitoring frameworks, indicators, data systems, voluntary commitments and the
potential development of a digital “Atlas” to support evidence-based policymaking and
international cooperation.

Opening remarks and introduction

In his welcome remarks, Mr. Jari Kauppila, Head of Secretary-General's Office at
the International Transport Forum highlighted the importance of international cooperation
at a time of significant geopolitical uncertainty. Referring to the Ministerial discussions
taking place during the Summit, he noted that countries had demonstrated a strong
commitment to working together and identifying common solutions, including through the
two Ministerial Policy Recommendations adopted at the Summit. Mr. Kauppila noted that
transport is an integral part of people’s daily lives and underscored the importance of
ensuring that sustainable transport remains visible within the broader sustainable
development agenda. Mr. Kauppila also highlighted the International Transport Forum’s
work on transport-related data, including statistics on transport demand, investments and
vehicle stocks, as well as the Forum’s modelling tools, which could help address data gaps
in regions where information remains limited. He also referred to the ongoing cooperation
with United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and Eurostat on transport-
related glossaries and data harmonization.

Ms. Riina Jussila from the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (DESA) provided an overview of the origins and objectives of the UN Decade of
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Sustainable Transport and outlined ongoing work related to monitoring and
implementation. She recalled that the General Assembly proclaimed the first-ever UN
Decade of Sustainable Transportin 2023, recognizing transport not only as a sector in its
own right, but also as a fundamental enabler of sustainable development across the
economic, social and environmental dimensions of the 2030 Agenda. Ms. Jussila noted
that the UN Decade was formally launched at United Nations Headquarters on 10
December 2025 together with its Implementation Plan, which had been developed in
coordination with the UN Regional Commissions through a highly consultative process
involving Member States, international organizations, the private sector, academia and civil
society. The Implementation Plan provides a comprehensive roadmap spanning all modes
of transport and addressing issues ranging from access and connectivity to
decarbonization, safety and innovation. She also highlighted that, ahead of the launch, 82
Sustainable Transport Action Commitments had already been submitted by a broad range
of stakeholders, demonstrating strong momentum and engagement.

Turning to the issue of monitoring, Ms. Jussila stressed that monitoring progress
during the Decade should not be viewed merely as a technical exercise, but rather as a
core component of implementation. Effective monitoring can help identify what is working,
reveal gaps, support evidence-based decision-making and maintain political momentum
over the ten-year period of the Decade. She noted that the General Assembly had
requested DESA, together with the United Nations Regional Commissions and relevant
partners, to advance this work. Ms. Jussila underlined that monitoring efforts should build
on existing frameworks, tools and partnerships rather than creating entirely new systems.
She noted that a significant amount of transport-related data, indicators and analytical
work already exists across the sustainable development landscape, including within the
SDG indicator framework. The key challenge, she argued, is to connect and utilize these
resources in a more coherent and strategic manner while avoiding duplication and
minimizing reporting burdens on Member States. She also stressed that monitoring should
be understood broadly, extending beyond indicators alone. In addition to quantitative data,
monitoring should include analytical reports, knowledge products, stocktaking exercises
and platforms for dialogue and peer learning. Ms. Jussila highlighted that events such as
the workshop itself contribute to building a shared understanding of progress and
challenges. Looking ahead, Ms. Jussila referred to the Third United Nations Global
Sustainable Transport Conference, mandated to take place in 2030, as a key milestone for
reviewing progress during the UN Decade. She also noted that the discussions held in
Leipzig would help inform preparations for the Special Event on the UN Decade of
Sustainable Transport to be organized during the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development on 7 July 2026 at United Nations Headquarters.
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Reflections on the opportunities for enhancing monitoring of progress

Mr. Ata Haljanov, Head of the International Economic Cooperation Department at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan stressed that monitoring should not be
viewed solely as a technical exercise, but rather as a tool for strengthening transparency,
accountability and effectiveness. He welcomed the proposal to develop a Sustainable
Transport Atlas and underlined the importance of recognizing existing regional milestones
and processes, including the Ministerial Transport Conference for Landlocked Developing
Countries held in Awaza. He described transport corridors as “ecosystems of cooperation”
and emphasized that monitoring frameworks should reflect efforts to remove barriers to
trade and connectivity. Mr. Haljanov proposed four guiding principles for the monitoring
framework. First, he stressed the need for synergy over duplication, noting that reporting
requirements should build on existing regional mechanisms and programmes, including
the work done by the UN Regional Commissions and the United Nations Special
Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA), rather than creating additional
burdens for countries. Second, he argued that monitoring should measure not only
physical connectivity, but also the quality and efficiency of connectivity, including soft
infrastructure such as customs procedures, digital systems and tariff management. Third,
he called for metrics that would capture access to inclusive and green financing. Fourth, he
proposed the creation of a Caspian Sea data hub, highlighting Turkmenistan’s readiness to
contribute data from the Turkmenbashi port. He concluded by reaffirming Turkmenistan’s
commitment to transport diplomacy and international cooperation.

Mr. Fariz Aliyev, Head of the Transport Policy Department at the Ministry of Digital
Development and Transport of the Republic of Azerbaijan emphasized that transportis
one of the most data-intensive sectors and that monitoring systems therefore need to be
both rigorous and practical. He highlighted Azerbaijan’s efforts to advance sustainable
mobility in Baku, including investments in micromobility infrastructure, incentives for
electric vehicles and measures supporting walking and public transport. Mr. Aliyev stressed
that monitoring systems should not only record past developments but also help model
future policy impacts. He advocated for stronger alighment between transport monitoring,
Nationally Determined Contributions under the UNFCCC and SDG reporting processes in
order to reduce reporting burdens on national governments. He also called for
differentiated data requirements that distinguish between core and supplementary
indicators. According to Mr. Aliyev, establishing national baselines by 2027 would be
beneficial if countries are to meaningfully assess progress by 2030. He strongly supported
the development of the proposed Atlas, suggesting that it should be open, interoperable
and capable of integrating information from Member States, GIS systems, multilateral
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development banks and other existing sources. He also argued that the Atlas should
support real-time policy learning and present not only data but also narratives explaining
what has changed and why. Azerbaijan expressed its willingness to serve as a pilot country
for the initiative.

Ms. Evita Schmieg, Head of the Department of Energy, Urban Development and
Mobility at the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development of
Germany emphasized that high-quality data is essential for transport planning and
evidence-based policymaking. At the same time, she noted that many countries,
particularly least developed countries and middle-income countries, continue to face
challenges related to data quality, comparability and institutional capacities. Ms. Schmieg
stressed the importance of working with a limited but policy-relevant set of indicators that
can realistically be collected by countries. She encouraged participants to move beyond
traditional infrastructure metrics and focus more strongly on accessibility, safety, inclusion
and resilience. In particular, she highlighted the need for better data on whether transport
systems improve access to jobs, healthcare and education, thereby contributing to social
inclusion and broader sustainable development objectives. She also underlined the
importance of sharing good practices and ensuring that data supports fact-based
decisions and funding allocation. Referring to Germany’s support for the Transformative
Urban Mobility Initiative (TUMI), she highlighted ongoing efforts to improve the availability,
accessibility and usability of mobility data, including through the TUMI Data Hub, and
expressed support for linking such initiatives to broader global monitoring efforts.

Mr. Thiago Casagrande, Senior Analyst at the Undersecretary of Sustainability of the
Ministry of Transport of Brazil reflected on the process leading to the launch of the UN
Decade of Sustainable Transport and highlighted the role played by coalitions and
international partnerships in building momentum for the initiative. He stressed the
importance of continuity over the ten-year period of the Decade and argued that
monitoring should remain action-oriented and adapted to national and regional realities.
Mr. Casagrande emphasized the importance of “people-centred statistics”, noting that
transport should not be treated as an end in itself, but rather as a means to improve
people’s lives. While acknowledging the growing availability of data and analytical tools,
including artificial intelligence, he stressed that the key question is how data can be used
to support better policies. Mr. Casagrande welcomed the proposal of the Atlas and
suggested that it could be used not only to compile indicators but also to visualize policy
impacts and support modelling exercises. He referred to the International Transport
Forum’s modelling tools as a useful example of how simulations could help countries
understand the implications of policy choices. He also emphasized the value of
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showcasing concrete policy examples and linking improvements in indicators to specific
policy measures that countries have implemented.

Ms. Carly Gilbert-Patrick, Secretary-General of SLOCAT Partnership noted that the UN
Decade presents an important opportunity to use monitoring not only for reporting
purposes, but also as an advocacy tool that can celebrate and amplify successful
practices and voluntary commitments. She noted that numerous reporting tools,
frameworks and indicator sets already exist, including those developed by SuM4All, the
Partnership for Active Travel and Health, the Transport Data Commons Initiative, and
referred to the existing Sustainable Development Goal monitoring framework. In her view,
the UN Decade could serve as a unifying umbrella that helps bring together key findings of
these initiatives and provide a more coherent entry point for countries and stakeholders.
Ms. Gilbert-Patrick also stressed the importance of developing strategic indicators and
targets and referred to ongoing international initiatives, including the Chile Declaration
launched at COP30 and supported by several countries. She emphasized the growing
recognition of transport’s role in reducing energy demand and advancing climate
objectives.

Mr. Holger Dalkmann represented the Sustainable Mobility for All (SuM4ALll)
Partnership and presented the work of the Data Tracking Working Group, whose
secretariat is hosted by the World Bank. He explained that the initiative brings together a
broad coalition of partners working to improve the availability and consistency of
sustainable transport data. The Working Group has prepared a report titled Sustainable
Transport by the Numbers that contributed to the 10 December launch of the UN Decade.
Mr. Dalkmann noted that transport data remains fragmented and incomplete, particularly
in areas such as affordability, gender-disaggregated data and climate finance. At the same
time, he emphasized that many existing data sources and initiatives already collect
relevant information, creating an opportunity to streamline reporting rather than creating
entirely new systems. He stressed that monitoring is essential for strengthening
transparency, accountability and investment targeting. He also highlighted the importance
of maintaining a compact and focused set of indicators that are directly linked to policy
outcomes. Among the key priorities identified by the initiative were strengthening national
transport data systems, building on existing resources such as the Transport Data
Commons Initiative (TDCI), fostering stakeholder collaboration and using the UN Decade to
mobilize financing and political commitment.

Mr. Igor Rounov, Executive Secretary of the International Center for Transport
Diplomacy (ICTD), reflected on the discussions that took place during the negotiations of
the General Assembly resolution establishing the UN Decade. He recalled that monitoring
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tools had been identified early on as a necessary component for achieving the UN

Decade’s objectives. Mr. Rounov referred to ongoing discussions on the possible
establishment of a dedicated coordination mechanism for sustainable transport within the
UN system, similar to coordination arrangements that already exist in areas such as energy
and water. He also highlighted the conceptual work already undertaken by the ICTD on the
proposed Sustainable Transport Atlas. According to Mr. Rounoy, the Atlas could serve as an
open and technologically advanced platform capable of integrating multiple data sources,
United Nations conventions, voluntary commitments and examples of good practices. He
suggested that such a tool could support better alignment between regional and national
strategies and the broader implementation plan for the UN Decade.

During the ensuing conversations, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) emphasized the important role of the Regional Commissions
in advancing implementation and monitoring efforts. ESCAP is currently in the process of
developing its regional action programme that will be approved during the November
Ministerial meeting in Bangkok, fully aligned with the implementation of the UN Decade.
ESCAP stressed that a smaller number of carefully selected indicators would likely be more
effective than an overly complex framework and reiterated the importance of establishing
clear baselines.

Participants also underlined the importance of using monitoring to identify how transport
systems and connectivity can be improved in practice. It was also emphasized that
achieving the objectives of the Decade will require sustained financing and investment
alongside robust data systems. One participant highlighted the role that observatories and
civil society organizations can play in supporting data collection and monitoring efforts.

The conversations of the Dialogue will feed into the preparations of the Annual Stocktake of
the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport that will be held on 7 July 2026 at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York, as a Special Event of the High-level Political Forum on
sustainable development.



