
 

 

 

 

 

Contribution from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)  

to the report on the progress made in the implementation of United Nations 

General Assembly Resolution 79/204, “Towards the sustainable development of 

the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations” 

 

 

The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) notes that report is largely 

anchored in the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS, with a predominant emphasis on the 

blue economy and SDG 14 (Life Below Water). While this focus is highly relevant for Caribbean 

Small Island States (SIDS), IFAD considers that several structural development constraints 

warrant stronger reflection—particularly those related to food systems, rural livelihoods, 

migration pressures, and infrastructure challenges, all of which significantly condition 

sustainable development pathways in SIDS. 

 

From IFAD’s perspective, there is scope to better reflect the role of food security, local 

production, and resilient rural economies as complementary pillars to ocean-based 

development strategies, particularly as SIDS’ high dependence on food imports and exposure 

to external shocks. 

 

As of 2026, IFAD is actively supporting sustainable development across Caribbean 

Small Island Developing States, with operations in six countries: Belize, Cuba, the Dominican 

Republic, Grenada, Guyana, and Haiti. IFAD’s current engagement in the Caribbean comprises 

eleven projects, both ongoing and under design, representing total financing of approximately 

US$146.5 million, including resources mobilized from partners such as the Adaptation Fund, 

the Global Environment Facility (GEF), and the Green Climate Fund (GCF). 

 

Across the subregion, IFAD’s investments are strategically oriented toward 

strengthening the resilience of rural populations to climate change and related hazards, with 

particular attention to smallholder farmers, fishers, and coastal communities. Programmes 

emphasize adaptive capacity, inclusive economic opportunities, and sustainable natural 

resource management, in line with national development priorities and SIDS-specific 

vulnerabilities. 

 

IFAD-supported programmes in Caribbean SIDS illustrate a coherent approach centred 

on climate resilience, food security, and sustainable livelihoods. These include initiatives to 

enhance the adaptive capacity of farming and fishing communities, such as integrated blue 

economy approaches in Haiti; to promote climate smart and resilient agricultural practices 

including in Grenada; and to strengthen coastal and ecosystem-based resilience through 

sustainable production systems. Where relevant, binational and regional initiatives support 

knowledge exchange and the dissemination of best practices across SIDS contexts. 

 

In parallel, IFAD’s portfolio places strong emphasis on inclusive value chain 

development, market access, and diversification of rural economies. By supporting producer 

organizations, micro- and small enterprises, and improved rural services, IFAD interventions 

aim to increase income generation, reduce vulnerability, and facilitate the integration of rural 

producers into domestic and regional markets. In fragile and crisis-affected contexts, 

particularly in Haiti, IFAD continues to prioritize investments that safeguard livelihoods and 

food security, while contributing to broader resilience and recovery efforts. 
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From a strategic Latin American and Caribbean perspective, IFAD’s engagement in 

Caribbean SIDS reflects a regionally grounded approach that complements blue economy 

priorities with food systems transformation, climate smart agriculture, and circular economy 

models. Looking ahead, the IFAD intends to further strengthen this engagement through 

additional co-financing for existing operations, enhanced regional cooperation, and the 

expansion of South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) mechanisms to scale up proven 

solutions across SIDS.  

 

In this context, greater emphasis on the economic implications of food import 

dependency and exposure to external shocks would reinforce the strategic importance of 

resilient local production systems, positioning them as a critical pillar for economic stability, 

food security and long-term resilience in Caribbean SIDS. 

 


