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The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO) submits this contribution to
the 2026 Report of the Secretary-General “Towards the Sustainable Development of the
Caribbean Sea for Present and Future Generations,” prepared pursuant to General Assembly
Resolution 79/204 adopted on 19 December 2024.

FAQO’s work in the Caribbean region seeks to meet the principles of the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries by transforming aquatic food systems to be more efficient, inclusive,
resilient, and sustainable. Aquatic food systems encompass the entire range of actors and their
interlinked value-adding activities involved in the production, aggregation, processing,
distribution, and consumption of aquatic food products that originate from fisheries and
aquaculture and parts of the broader economic, societal, and natural environments in which
they are embedded.

This work is guided by FAO’s Blue Transformation strategy, which recognizes the importance of

aquatic food systems as drivers of employment, economic growth, social development, and
environmental recovery, which all underpin the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Blue
Transformation further acknowledges that aquatic food systems significantly influence human,
animal, and ecosystem health, including biodiversity, land and water use, climate, as well as
other aquatic and land-based economic sectors. As such, their transformation requires a
holistic and adaptive ecosystem approach, aimed at securing socially, environmentally, and
economically sustainable value chains that help secure livelihoods, foster an equitable
distribution of benefits and support adequate use and conservation of biodiversity and
ecosystems.

This document provides activities conducted by FAO between June 2024 and June 2026 that
illustrate FAO’s contribution to implementing Resolution 79/204. These contributions are
presented under the thematic pillars of Blue Transformation—effective fisheries management,
sustainable aquaculture development, and upgraded value chains—while also capturing cross-
cutting themes of climate resilience and disaster risk management, and emerging issue of
sargassum, that are relevant to the Resolution.

1. EFFECTIVE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

FAQO's support to effective fisheries management in the Caribbean encompasses the full
spectrum from regional governance and scientific management to legal frameworks,
ecosystem stewardship, and the livelihoods of fishing communities. The activities below reflect
FAQO's commitment to an integrated approach that links strong institutions, evidence-based
management, and inclusive policies to ensure that Caribbean fisheries remain productive,
equitable, and resilient.


https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/79/204
https://www.fao.org/fishery/en/bluetransformation

Regional governance and cooperation

The Western Central Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC) continued to serve as the
primary intergovernmental platform for fisheries governance and scientific cooperation in the
region. The 20th Session of WECAFC (Jamaica, 8-10 July 2025) achieved a historic milestone,
bringing together 138 representatives from 24 Member States and 15 partner institutions,
representing the highest attendance and most diverse participation in more than a decade. In
support of WECAFC Members and to inform its 20th Session, FAO contributed to the
development of a technical report examining strategic options for the reorientation of WECAFC
and the strengthening of sustainable fisheries management across its area of competence.

Key outcomes of the Session included the endorsement of regional fisheries management
instruments and the promotion of good practices for sustainable management of shared living
marine resources. Significant progress on the strategic reorientation of WECAFC was also
achieved, with two options retained for an intersessional process towards WECAFC21 (2027).
One option includes a coastal component and a high seas component, and is positioned to
enable WECAFC to adopt legally binding conservation and management measures. [t would
allow WECAFC members to establish a high seas Regional Fishery Management Arrangement
under the Agreement on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of
Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement), ensuring that parties retain decision-
making authority over fisheries measures in the relevant high seas areas. The session also
discussed implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the
World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies in the region.

The First Technical Workshop of the International Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and FAO/WECAFC was held (Panama, 7-8 May 2025) and attended by
40 experts from 19 States. This was the first formal meeting between the two organizations
following the signing of an Exchange of Letters of Agreement in March 2024, aimed at further
coordinating activities, optimizing resource utilization, and preventing duplication of effort. The
workshop focused on enhancing fisheries data collection and reporting, sharing experiences on
reporting obligations, and building regional capacity to fulfill data obligations.

Ecosystem approach to fisheries

FAO continued supporting the active implementation of two GEF-funded “sister projects” in
support of the Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem and North Brazil Shelf Strategic Action
Programme (CLME+SAP).

The REBYC-1Il CLME+ project' (Barbados, Guyana, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago)
aims to manage bycatch and reduce discards in the Caribbean and North Brazil Shelf Large
Marine Ecosystem, thereby promoting sustainable and responsible fisheries that provide
economic opportunities while ensuring the conservation of marine living resources. Key results
since 2025 included experimental gear trials demonstrating a 59 percent reduction in turtle
bycatch through net illumination, with no impact on target catch, as well as mandatory use of
pingers and electronic monitoring adopted into domestic legislation. In addition, several

T Project: “Strategies, technologies and social solutions to manage bycatch in tropical Large Marine Ecosystem
Fisheries (REBYC-IIl CLME+”.



subregional and national workshops and trainings were held, and abandoned, lost or discarded
fishing gear (ALDFG) surveys and risk assessments were conducted. National plans of action
for sharks and ALDFGs were established, and legal and fisheries management frameworks for
bycatch and ALDFG were reviewed.

The EAF4SG project? (Guyana, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago) advanced the ecosystem
approach to fisheries (EAF) in shrimp and groundfish fisheries in the North Brazil Shelf Large
Marine Ecosystem. Key outputs included preliminary stock assessments with management
recommendations and updated fisheries management information systems (including
technical assistance for CALIPSEQ); workshops and trainings at national, subregional and
regional levels; a review of legal and national policy frameworks for EAF; the establishment of
Fishery Advisory Committees; and the 5% regional working group meeting on Shrimp and
Groundfish in the Northern Brazil-Guianas Shelf, in collaboration with WECAFC.

Both projects jointly supported livelihoods and value chain development through the
introduction of vacuum sealing technology and training, innovation in fish smoking for market
access by indigenous communities, and value chain capacity building workshops.

FAO's work is also closely aligned with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
(GBF). FAO supports Caribbean members in operationalizing GBF targets through ecosystem-
based fisheries management, biodiversity-sensitive fisheries policies, and stock rebuilding
strategies. As custodian of GBF headline indicators related to sustainable fisheries and aquatic
biodiversity, FAO is also assessing the state of aquatic ecosystem restoration across the
literature, to identify gaps in the delivery of GBF Target 2.

Marine spatial planning and blue economy

FAOQ, in partnership with the Development Bank of Latin America and the Caribbean Regional
Fisheries Mechanism (CRFM) Secretariat, implemented the GEF-funded BE-CLME+ project® to
support Barbados, Belize, Guyana, Jamaica, Panama, and Saint Lucia in developing and
implementing strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of ocean resources. Key
outputs delivered during the reporting period include: a Caribbean Regional Marine Spatial
Planning (MSP) Step-by-Step Guide tailored to the specific challenges of the region; a Protocol
to the Caribbean Community Common Fisheries Policy on transboundary MSP cooperation and
information exchange among Caribbean Community Member States; and MSP profiles for all
participating countries. The project also completed value chain and carbon footprint
assessments, providing baseline data to inform resource management and identify new blue
economy opportunities, including in the non-consumptive sector.

Combatting illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing

FAO continues to provide technical, legal, and capacity building support to Members to support
efforts in combatting illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing. FAO has notably
developed three relevant courses, available through FAO Campus:* a course on “Adequate

2GCP /SLC/220/GFF: “Enhancing capacity for the adoption and implementation of EAF in the shrimp and groundfish
fisheries of the North Brazil Shelf Large Marine Ecosystem (EAF4SG)”.

3 GCP/RLA/902/GFF: “BE-CLME+ Promoting National Blue Economy priorities Through Marine Spatial Planning in the
Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem Plus”.

4This is the e-learning platform of the Regional Office for Latin-America and the Caribbean.



food: the human right of us all”, a course on “Introduction to Illegal Unreported and
Unregulated (IUU) Fishing” and a course on “Introduction to the Port State Measures
Agreement”. They have been taken by more than 6 000 people since they were launched.

FAO organized the first FAO Treaty Ceremony during the 44™ Session of the FAO Conference
(June 2025). During the ceremony, Jamaica and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines each
deposited an instrument of acceptance of the FAO Agreement to Promote Compliance with
International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas,
reflecting strengthened commitment to combating IUU fishing.

FAO also continued implementation of a project on enhancing data collection and monitoring
for sustainable spiny lobster fisheries in the WECAFC region.® In parallel, FAO supported the
development of practical approaches to characterize IUU fishing with a focus on small-scale
fisheries (SSF). Untilits operational closure in March 2026, the project implemented the
Regional Management and Conservation Plan for Caribbean Spiny Lobster (endorsed in 2019).
The project addressed critical challenges affecting the sector, including declining catches,
insufficient fisheries data, and prevailing practices of IUU fishing, particularly in SSF, centered
around the Caribbean spiny lobster. The project delivered results in four key areas: (1) Improved
knowledge and characterization of IUU fishing, (2) Strengthened conservation and management
frameworks; (3) Enhanced fisheries data systems, including the WECAFC Data Collection
Reference Framework (DCRF); and (4) Enhanced regional coordination and cooperation.

Normative support

FAO continues to provide technical legal assistance to Member States in the Caribbean through
review of existing, and development of new, fisheries policies and legislation, which support
implementation of relevant international treaties, voluntary instruments and other guidance
contributing to the sustainable use, management and protection of Caribbean Sea resources.
Over the last years, FAO reviewed and drafted new fisheries regulations for Saint Kitts and
Nevis and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; reviewed and drafted amendments to the
fisheries law and drafted related regulations for Guyana; and reviewed and advanced the
drafting of new fisheries law for Grenada.

Under the FAO partnership with the Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), FAO also continues to collect
information, update and maintain country profiles of CITES Parties that are also Members of
FAO, ensuring the maintenance of CITES-LEX, a database of national policy and legal
instruments relevant to CITES implementation. Notably, FAO and the CITES Secretariat co-
developed a study and guide to implement CITES through national fisheries legal frameworks,
and delivered technical workshops to develop capacity on the implementation of CITES in the
fisheries sector, for national CITES Management Authorities and Fisheries Authorities for
countries in the Caribbean.

Small-scale fisheries

5 GCP/SLC/225/EC: “Strengthening the scientific basis (FAO). Enhance data collection and monitoring for
sustainable spiny lobster fisheries and concurrently develop practical approaches to characterize illegal,
unreported, and unregulated fishing (IUU) with focus on small-scale fisheries in the WECAFC region”.



A regional publication, released in 2025, reviewed progress in implementing the Voluntary
Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and
Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) in Latin America and the Caribbean and highlighted good
practices for SSF in critical areas, drawing on experiences from seven countries (including five
in the Caribbean: Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic).®

FAO has also developed and published the new second edition of the Policy and Legal
Diagnostic Toolbox for sustainable SSF,” which was launched at the 5th World Small-Scale
Fisheries Congress, in April 2026. A training on an earlier version of this toolbox was delivered to
Colombia in 2025, in support of the ongoing process of developing a National Plan of Action for
Small-Scale Fisheries.

FAO promotes the integration of social protection with fisheries policy, guided by Chapter 6 of
the SSF Guidelines. Two key initiatives have been implemented in the Caribbean.

In collaboration with the International Collective in Support of Fish workers (ICSF), FAO
developed a database of social protection programmes in 37 Small Island Developing States
(SIDS), including some in the Caribbean, accessible to small-scale fishers and fish workers.
The database examines institutional settings, policy design, delivery mechanisms, and barriers
to access, revealing the extent to which fishers — who often operate informally — are included
in existing social protection systems, and identifying opportunities to extend coverage. It also
explores links between social protection and early warning systems to enable anticipatory
action in response to shocks, providing a foundation for more inclusive, coordinated, and
shock-responsive policies tailored to fisheries communities in SIDS.

Between 2024 and 2026, FAO implemented a multi-donor project in the Dominican Republic
to improve access to resources for small-scale producers and family farmers, with a focus on
climate resilience.® Key activities included legislative support, development of inclusive
registries and improved public procurement linkages, empowerment of women and youth
cooperatives to access markets, and development of an anticipatory action plan for extreme
hydrometeorological events, linking disaster response with social protection systems. FAO also
identified fishing organizations capable of supplying school feeding programmes, helping
small-scale fishers access institutional markets. The Ministry of the Presidency committed to
incorporating findings from FAO's public procurement mapping study into the Presidential
Flagship Goals (2024-2028). These efforts are complemented by cross-sectoral work, including
support for the Blue Growth programme, the Entorno Escolar Saludable strategy, and national
capacity building to prepare for climate shocks and respond to droughts.

2. SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE DEVELOPMENT

8 Leal, E., Sdnchez Daroqui, R. y Aguilar-Manjarrez, J. 2025. Revision de la implementacidn de las Directrices
voluntarias para lograr la sostenibilidad de la pesca en pequena escala en el contexto de la seguridad alimentariay
la erradicacion de la pobreza en América Latinay el Caribe. Santiago, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cd7837es.

7FAO. 2026. A policy and legal diagnostic tool for sustainable small-scale fisheries — In support of the
implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food
Security and Poverty Eradication. Second edition. Rome. https://doi.org/10.4060/cd9373en.

8 FVC/GLO/224/MUL.: “Creating Enabling Environment in Support of Small-Scale Producers to Increase their Access
Resources to Improve their Livelihoods and Ecosystem Service Provision in the Context of Climate Change and Other
Shocks (CEESSP)”.
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Sustainable aquaculture intensification and expansion that satisfies demand for aquatic food
and distributes benefits equitably is a core pillar of FAO’s work in the Caribbean.

FAO provided technical assistance to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, National
Fisheries Authority (NFA) in Jamaica (2024-2025) to develop a National Fisheries and
Aquaculture Extension Strategy. The strategy had two primary objectives: first, to strengthen the
institutional capacity of NFA staff in fisheries and aquaculture extension approaches; and
second, to establish a national community-based extension service. These objectives were
achieved through targeted consultations and technical support provided to both management
and technical staff of the NFA, culminating in the official adoption of the strategy.

FAO has also been supporting Caribbean countries through two pilot projects® on shrimps and
finfish in Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis and Saint Lucia, to unlock their potential for
mariculture development.

In the Eastern Caribbean, the economically important queen conch (Aliger gigas) fishery faces
multiple stressors, including climate change and overexploitation. Through a Caribbean
Development Bank-funded project,’ FAO is supporting the operationalization of a project for
the establishment and management of a conch aquaculture hatchery facility in Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines to enhance food security and nutrition, diversify livelihoods, and
contribute to the restoration of this ecologically and commercially important species.

3. UPGRADED AQUATIC FOOD VALUE CHAINS

FAO supports the development of inclusive and resilient aquatic food value chains across the
Caribbean through a range of initiatives, helping fishers and fish workers improve product
quality, access markets, and diversify livelihoods.

The FISH4ACP programme supported the mahi-mahi value chain in the Dominican Republic,
starting with a participatory value chain analysis' and the development of a ten-year upgrading
strategy. Upgrading activities were then implemented over three years with a budget of
approximately USD 2 million. In close collaboration with the Dominican Fisheries and
Aquaculture Council (CODOPESCA) and key stakeholders, the programme developed and
finalized a national mahi-mabhi fisheries management plan. It is currently piloting a new fishing
boat design better adapted to pelagic fishing around anchored fish aggregating devices (FADs),
a new design for anchored FADs themselves, and a new freezer design better suited to storing
large pelagic fish. In parallel, fishers’ cooperatives, associations, and independent businesses
were trained on improved access to finance, fish processing, business management,
negotiation skills, and good manufacturing practices, among other topics. In addition,
participating enterprises were provided with fish processing equipment to support quality
improvements and market access.

9 TCP/SLC/4002: Shrimp and Red Snapper Pilot Grow Out within the CARICOM & TCP/SLC/4003: Eastern Caribbean
Sub-Regional Shrimp Hatchery Project

10 GCP/STV/007/ECS: “Support for the establishment and management of a Conch Hatchery in St. Vincent and the
Grenadines”.

1 Beltran Turriago, C., Mateo, J., Blanc, P.P. & del Rio Poza, A. 2023. The mahi-mahi value chain in the Dominican
Republic: Summary Report. Rome, FAO. https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cc7686en.
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In Guyana, FISH4ACP is supporting the seabob shrimp value chain, working with artisanal and
industrial actors to adopt sustainable practices to maintain stock levels, improve fishing
practices, and build resilience. This project developed a value chain analysis,’ improved data
collection and offered recommendations on gear designs for sustainable utilization of
resources. In this respect, it supported the set up and adaptation of the CALIPSEO fisheries
information system and has worked with partners to study multiple areas of importance in
seabob fishery. Artisanal actors are also supported in their efforts to adopt better food safety.

An agreement between the Government of Barbados and FAO was signed in December 2025
for the project “Enhancing technical and innovative capacity to accelerate transformation of
agrifood systems in Small Island Developing States” (GCP/GLO/1190/CPR). Following the
global project launch in March 2026, Barbados will benefit under Component 3 (Partnership
and capacity building to achieve Blue Transformation and improve agrifood system efficiency
for women and youth in SIDS), supporting the country in scaling technology and investmentin
fish waste utilization through circular bioeconomy principles.

This builds on earlier FAO work in Barbados that piloted the transformation of fish processing
waste. Indeed, following the successful completion of the technical pilots and women-led
capacity development through a multi-donor project,’ FAO provided support to the Barbados
fish silage-derived feed and biofertilizer value chain, in collaboration with the CRFM, through
the projects “Scaling up bioeconomy innovations for agrifood system transformation
(ScalingUpBio)” (FVC/GLO/221/MUL) and “Innovative gender-responsive and transformative
approaches for inclusive, resilient, and sustainable agrifood systems” (FVC/GLO/205/MUL).
The latter project aimed at generating knowledge and experiences for scaling gender-
transformative and gender-responsive solutions. The project provided training in fish silage
production techniques and business management skills in post-training assessments to
women’s groups. It also established a feedback mechanism on the training's applicability and
usefulness in technical, business, and gender aspects. By March 2025, one partnership was
formed, in line with post-hurricane Beryl expectations survey. The project also successfully
registered 10 businesses and established one non-profit company. A follow-up survey was
recently commissioned to gauge how these entities are maintained, to assess the sustainability
of achievements. The survey responses demonstrate that the project contributed positively to
business formalization, entrepreneurship, and enterprise development among participants.
While businesses continue to face operational and market challenges, respondents
demonstrated adaptability, innovation, and commitment to sustaining their enterprises since
registration.

Technical assistance in fishing vessels needs assessment, design support, training in
construction and piloting in Grenada, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago. Grenada additionally
benefitted from fisheries data information system development and legal assistance. FAO
supported study tours to Barbados from Grenada and Saint Lucia to facilitate peer learning in
value addition, fish processing, business development, longline fisheries development in
response to shifting fishing grounds, and compliance with the United States Marine Mammal

2 Duong, G., Rankin, M., Ahmed, G., Rice, J., Nguyen, H., Talia, S. & McFee, D. 2023. The seabob value chain in
Guyana: Summary report. Rome, FAO. https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cc3889en.
BFMM/GLO/131/MUL: “Sustainable, resilient and inclusive food systems development”.
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Protection Act. In November 2025, following a study tour, Grenada benefited from guidance on
addressing its export ban notification from the United States related to MMPA compliance. The
ban was lifted in March 2026, as announced by the Grenada Fishery Authority.™

4. CLIMATE CHANGE AND DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

FAO has continued to support Caribbean countries in strengthening climate resilience and
disaster prevention, preparedness, response and recovery in the fisheries and aquaculture
sector through a range of activities including technical assistance, capacity development, and
emergency response initiatives.

At the regional policy level, FAO conducted an assessment of climate change adaptation
policies and plans for aquaculture in Latin America and the Caribbean, in response to
recommendations from COPPESAALC. The resulting publication' analyses climate-related
threats across production systems, reviews existing adaptation instruments, and presents case
studies from six countries representing 93 percent of regional aquaculture production in 2021,
providing a reference framework for policy development.

The CCA4FISH-II project'® is supporting five Caribbean SIDS to enhance climate and disaster
resilience in fisheries through ecosystem-based adaptation. It promotes resilient technologies
and infrastructure, ecosystem restoration, stronger governance and finance mechanisms,
expanded social protection, and regional knowledge sharing and capacity building.

The Green Climate Fund-funded FISH-ADAPT project in Saint Lucia,” initiated in July 2025,
represents a USD 16.7 million project. This five-year project is designed to reduce the risks that
climate change poses to Saint Lucia’s fishing and aquaculture sectors, and to scale up key
elements of the Saint Lucia Fisheries Sectoral Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan. Its
achievements thus far included assessments of training needs, safety equipment, vessel
design, climate-smart aquaculture, and climate-resilient landing sites aligned with the Blue
Ports Initiative. The project will help to make fishing safer and more productive despite a
changing climate and help ensure that improved livelihoods do not require catching more wild
fish.

FAO is also supporting the development of a strategic framework for a resilient, low-carbon
fisheries sector in Cuba under a GCF Readiness and Preparatory Support project,’® and
preparing a GCF proposal for coastal and inland fisheries and aquaculture in Honduras."

Following Hurricane Berylin 2024, FAO provided emergency and early recovery support across
the region. In Barbados,? this included needs mapping, fish silage training, organizational

14 US Lifts Ban on Fish and Fish Products From Grenada - Caribbean Today

5 FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Circular No. 1270, 2024.

8 GCP/SLC/11412/SCF: “Climate Change Resilience in the Caribbean Fisheries Sector (CC4FISH-II) (FSP)”.

17 GCP/STL/023/GCF: “FISH-ADAPT: Transforming climate resilience and sustainability in Saint Lucia’s fisheries
communities”.

8 GCP/CUB/034/GCR: “GCF Readiness. Development of a Strategic Framework for a Resilient and Low-Carbon
Fisheries Sector”.

9 TCP/HON/3902/C2: “Apoyo para preparacion de propuesta al FVC sobre pescay acuicultura en zonas costeras e
insulares”.

20 FYC/GLO/205/MUL: “Innovative gender-responsive and transformative approaches for inclusive, resilient, and
sustainable agrifood systems”.
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capacity building, business skills development, and linkages to national insurance and social
security schemes. In Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Grenada,?' FAO conducted post-
disaster damage and needs assessments, distributed equipment for fishing, processing, and
seamoss farming, and provided training on procurement and “Building Back Better”
approaches.

Similar support was extended to Honduras?? following Tropical Storm Sara and Belize.** The
latter supported coastal fishing communities through capacity building in climate adaptation
and disaster risk management. This including Fisheries and Aquaculture Response to
Emergencies (FARE) training, simulation exercises, and capacity development in climate
resilience, risk reduction, and financial literacy. Support was also provided to advance shock-
responsive, gender-sensitive social protection.

To address climate-related challenges, FAO also partnered with private sector actors and
governments to introduce drone technology for agrifood management in eight Caribbean SIDS:
Barbados, The Bahamas, Dominica, Guyana, Grenada, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. Through a USD 750,000 investment, over 120
agriculture, fisheries, and forestry officers completed a 12-week training programme in drone
operation, agricultural mapping, and geospatial analysis. Key outcomes included more than
80,000 hectares of agricultural land mapped and integrated into farmer registries and national
planning systems, and pre-disaster drone maps that enabled rapid post-Hurricane Beryl
damage assessments in 2024. The initiative demonstrated the value of drone technology
across agriculture, fisheries, forestry, and coastal monitoring as a fast, cost-effective way to
gather accurate data; this is particularly in a region where cloud cover and complex terrain limit
the reliability of satellite imagery.

5. EMERGING ISSUE: SARGASSUM

Sargassum continues to be a critical issue in the Caribbean region. The 19" Session of WECAFC
formally recognized the escalating impacts of Sargassum on marine resources. In pursuance of
this recognition as an emerging problem with connections to climate issues and ocean
circulation, stressing the role that the Commission should play in monitoring its implications for
fisheries and coastal communities in the region, the Commission kept this issue as a standing
agenda item moving forward. The 20th Session (July 2025, Jamaica) was informed by a
background document from the CRFM outlining recommendations on sargassum utilization
and value addition, research priorities on fisheries and ecosystem impacts, and policy and
institutional coordination needs for regional data harmonization and scaling of innovations.

6. CONCLUSION

The activities described in this document reflect FAO’s sustained contribution to the
sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea during the period June 2024 to June 2026.

21 TCP/SLC/4005: “Emergency Response and Early Recovery Support to Smallholder Farmers and Artisanal Fishers
Affected by Hurricane Berylin Grenada, Jamaica and St Vincent and the Grenadines”.

22 TCP/HON/4005: “Respuesta de emergencia y recuperacion temprana de los medios de subsistencia para
pescadores, agricultores y ganaderos afectados por la tormenta tropical Sara en Honduras”.

2 TCP/BZE/4002: “Community Engagement of the Coastal Zone and Fisheries Sector of Belize Through CCA and
DRM Capacity Building”.



Through its Blue Transformation strategy, FAO has worked alongside governments, regional
bodies, civil society, and the private sector to strengthen fisheries governance and scientific
management, promote sustainable aquaculture, develop inclusive and resilient value chains,
and build climate and disaster resilience. FAO's engagement in the region is documented in the
report A Snapshot of Fisheries and Aquaculture in Small Island Developing States,* which
provides a comprehensive baseline of the sector across SIDS.

FAO remains committed to supporting the Caribbean region in meeting their obligations under
international instruments and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, for healthy
oceans, thriving communities, and sustainably managed marine resources contribute to food
security, poverty eradication, and sustainable development for present and future generations.

24 Bergsson, A.B. 2025. A snapshot of fisheries and aquaculture in Small Island Developing States. FAO Fisheries and
Aquaculture Circular No. 1285. Rome. FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cd6877en.
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