Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

June 5, 2026

Report: The United Nations General Assembly, in its Resolution 79/204 “Towards the
sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations”,
requested the Secretary-General to submit a report on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution for consideration by the General Assembly at
its 81st session.

1. Antigua and Barbuda Agenda on SIDS (ABAS 2024-2034) - Economic Commission
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) prepared the 2026 report for the
Caribbean SIDS region, in response to Line 42 of the ABAS, which calls on the Regional
Economic Commissions to prepare the biennial review of the implementation of the
ABAS. This report, submitted to the UNDESA-SIDS Unit, included the status of SDG14
and other progress of the Caribbean SIDS in the conservation and sustainable
management of the Caribbean Sea ocean resources. In line with Resolution 79/204,
ECLAC’s findings are summarised as follows

- Implementation of the SIDS Programme of Work: The implementation
of the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS. The 2024-2026 biennial
report identifies significant data gaps and reporting burdens facing the
Caribbean SIDS. To accelerate the implementation of the Antigua and
Barbuda Agenda for SIDS, a concerted effort is required to institutionalise
a sustained, well-resourced national-level monitoring and reporting
framework. Overcoming existing institutional constraints will necessitate a
simplified, globally streamlined reporting system and improved
coordination across the United Nations and other development agencies.
Noting that the next biennial reporting on the ABAS is due in 2028.

2. Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee (CDCC): The Twenty-
Second Meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the CDCC, convened in December
2025, focused on accelerating sustainable development, resilience-building, and
climate adaptation for Caribbean Small Island Developing States. The committee
addressed pivotal issues including equitable climate financing, multidimensional
vulnerability, and the modernisation of statistical and institutional frameworks. A
primary emphasis was placed on leveraging the CDCC as a platform for South-South
and triangular cooperation, with participants calling for strengthened regional
representation in global decision-making and improved access to concessional
financing. The discussions further integrated strategies for the sustainable management
of marine resources and the development of ocean-based economies, highlighting the
necessity of innovative financing and harmonised policy coordination to mitigate the
existential threats posed by climate change to the region's ecosystems and
infrastructure. The link to this Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee



meeting is at: https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/89937-report-twenty-second-

meeting-monitoring-committee-caribbean-development-and

The September 2025 Seminar on Ocean-Based Climate Action in Support of Blue
Economy Advancement in the Caribbean SIDS, organised by ECLAC in collaboration
with the Republic of Korea and the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, emphasised
the strategic transition of Caribbean SIDS toward sustainable ocean-based economies.
The seminar advocated for science-based management of expansive Exclusive
Economic Zones and the accelerated implementation of SDG 14 through enhanced
marine research and technology transfer. A core focus of the discussions was the
necessity of robust multilateral partnerships among governments, United Nations
agencies, and the private sector, highlighting collaborative initiatives with
intergovernmental bodies such as the Association of Caribbean States CS as effective
models for regional cooperation. Link to this Seminar: Report on Ocean Seminar—
Ocean—Based—Trinidad and Tobago-2025- see link:
https://www.cepal.org/en/publications/87572-report-seminar-ocean-based-

climate-action-support-blue-economyv-advancement

The Ninth Meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean on Sustainable Development, on the effective implementation of the
2030 Agenda. 13-16 April 2026: The Ninth Meeting of the Forum of the Countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development focused on the effective
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Forum
promoted an integrated approach encompassing environmental protection, climate
resilience, and including the sustainable management of marine and coastal resources.
Functioning as a regional mechanism for the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda,
the Forum facilitated the exchange of best practices, stakeholder engagement, and the
incorporation of lessons learned to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
and its SDGs. The special circumstances and vulnerabilities of Caribbean SIDS,
including exposure to natural hazards and threats to biodiversity (land and ocean), were
tabulated. To support effective ocean governance, the Forum underscored the necessity
of science-based decision-making, environmental monitoring, technological
innovation, and robust information systems. Furthermore, the meeting highlighted the
importance of technology transfer, institutional strengthening, and regional
collaboration to advance capacity-building initiatives. This forum further called for
increased international support for implementing the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda
for Small Island Developing States. Link to the Ninth Meeting of the Forum of the
Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development is at:
https://foroalc2030.cepal.org/2026/en/news/latin-america-and-caribbean-continues-

back-regional-cooperation-achieving-2030-agenda

Support in the management of the Sargassum seaweed.
Sargassum natans and Sargassum fluitans). In response to the Caribbean SIDS'
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request, ECLAC prepared a study and an expert group meeting on an integrated
approach to the management of hadopelagic Sargassum seaweed, both conducted at the
request of member countries. This research examined and proposed an exploratory
framework based on the principles of integrative and adaptive natural resources
management (IANRM) and its application to Sargassum management. The framework
integrates diverse management strategies, considers interconnected environmental,
social, and economic factors in stakeholder engagements, and promotes adaptive
learning. Adopting an IANRM approach enables a shift from reactive crisis
management to proactive resilience, potentially transforming Sargassum from a
challenge to a valuable resource while safeguarding coastal ecosystems and livelihoods.
The study provides recommendations for future research on implementing an IANRM
approach to promote sustainable Sargassum management in the Caribbean SIDS region.
Link: https://repositorio.cepal.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/a9506ed2-fede-4eda-
8c45-ebb1f034b732/content
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