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Contribution of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of 

Legal Affairs to the report of the Secretary-General on “Towards the sustainable 

development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations” to the  

eighty-first session of the General Assembly 

 

 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, its implementing agreements and States in 

the wider Caribbean region 

 

1. The General Assembly, in its annual resolutions on “Oceans and the law of the sea”, most 

recently in resolution 80/110 of 9 December 2025, emphasizes the universal and unified 

character of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and reaffirms 

that UNCLOS sets out the legal framework within which all activities in the oceans and seas 

must be carried out and is of strategic importance as the basis for national, regional and 

global action and cooperation in the marine sector. The General Assembly, in its resolutions 

on “Towards the sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future 

generations”, most recently in resolution 79/204 of 19 December 2024, also reaffirms that 

UNCLOS provides the legal framework for ocean activities, and emphasizes its fundamental 

character, conscious that the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated and need to be 

considered as a whole through an integrated, interdisciplinary and intersectoral approach. 

 

2. UNCLOS also provides the legal framework for achieving Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) 14 and other ocean-related goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

including in the wider Caribbean region. This is reflected in target 14.c: “Enhance the 

conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international 

law as reflected in UNCLOS, which provides the legal framework for the conservation and 

sustainable use of oceans and their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of The Future We 

Want.”  

 

3. Furthermore, UNCLOS, in its Part IX, provides that States bordering enclosed or semi-

enclosed seas, as is the case with the Caribbean Sea, should cooperate with each other in the 

exercise of their rights and in the performance of their duties under UNCLOS. To this end, 

they shall endeavour, directly or through an appropriate regional organization: to coordinate 

the management, conservation, exploration and exploitation of the living resources of the sea; 

to coordinate the implementation of their rights and duties with respect to the protection and 

preservation of the marine environment; to coordinate their scientific research policies and 

undertake where appropriate joint programmes of scientific research; and to invite, as 

appropriate, other interested States or international organizations to cooperate with them. The 

effective implementation of these and other provisions of UNCLOS is critical for achieving 

the sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea and its resources.  

 

4. As of 13 May 2026, UNCLOS has 172 Parties, including 22 of the 25 member States of the 

Association of Caribbean States (ACS).1 In relation to the Caribbean region:  

 
1 Three ACS Member States, Colombia, El Salvador and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), are yet to become 

States Parties to UNCLOS and its implementing agreements. 
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• 14 States have made 18 deposits with the Secretary-General, pursuant to UNCLOS, of 

charts and/or lists of geographical coordinates of points concerning baselines from which 

the breadth of the territorial sea is measured, the outer limit lines of maritime zones, 

and/or lines of delimitation thereof; 

• Ten States have made 13 submissions to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental 

Shelf (CLCS) regarding the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical 

miles; 

• Recommendations have been received for seven of those submissions, and three States 

subsequently made deposits, pursuant to UNCLOS, of the outer limits of the continental 

shelf; and 

• During the reporting period, one submission was under active consideration by the 

CLCS.  

 

5. With regard to the implementing agreements of UNCLOS, as of 13 May 2026, the 

Agreement relating to the Implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (1994 Part XI Agreement), which addresses the 

exploitation for and exploration of mineral resources in the international seabed area, 

currently has 155 Parties, including 18 ACS member States. The Agreement for the 

Implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 

1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly 

Migratory Fish Stocks (1995 United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement) has 95 Parties, 

including nine ACS member States. 

 

6. The Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the 

Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond National 

Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement), the third implementing agreement to UNCLOS, entered into 

force on 17 January 2026. As of 13 May 2026, 88 States and the European Union have 

become Parties to the BBNJ Agreement, including 17 ACS member States. Two further ACS 

member States are signatories to the Agreement. Caribbean States actively participated in the 

Preparatory Commission, established pursuant to General Assembly resolution 78/272, to 

prepare for the entry into force of the BBNJ Agreement and the convening of the first 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Agreement, which held three sessions during 

the reporting period. One of the two Co-Chairs of the Preparatory Commission is from a 

Caribbean State. The first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the BBNJ Agreement 

will take place from 11 to 22 January 2027. 

 

7. Additional efforts are needed so that all States in the wider Caribbean region may participate 

in, and effectively implement, UNCLOS and its implementing agreements. Going forward, 

the collection of data from States in the wider Caribbean region, including on the degree of 

implementation of these instruments, is also essential.  

 

Caribbean States and ocean-related processes of the General Assembly  

 

8. The General Assembly, in its annual resolutions on “Oceans and the law of the sea”, has 

noted with appreciation efforts and initiatives at the regional level, in various regions, to 
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further the implementation of UNCLOS, and invited States and international organizations to 

enhance their cooperation to better protect the marine environment. In paragraph 345 of 

resolution 80/110, the General Assembly noted the Caribbean-focused Assistance Fund, 

which is intended to facilitate, mainly through technical assistance, the voluntary undertaking 

of maritime delimitation negotiations between Caribbean States; noted once again the Fund 

for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes, established by the General Assembly 

of the Organization of American States in 2000 as a primary mechanism, given its broader 

regional scope, for the prevention and resolution of pending territorial, land border and 

maritime boundary disputes; and called upon States and others in a position to do so to 

contribute to these funds. 

 

9. Representatives of Caribbean States have participated in various bodies and processes 

established by the General Assembly on oceans and the law of the sea, such as the United 

Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea and 

the Regular Process for Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 

Environment, including Socioeconomic Aspects (Regular Process). 

 

10. In 2026, one regional workshop in support of the fourth cycle of the Regular Process is 

expected to be held in Antigua and Barbuda. This workshop will inform the scoping and the 

development of the annotated outline of the fourth World Ocean Assessment (WOA IV), 

including through the collection of data at the wider Caribbean level, raising awareness and 

providing information on the Regular Process, and generating interest from the scientific 

community of the wider Caribbean region in contributing to the assessment. The workshop is 

also aimed at reinforcing the knowledge and capacities of participants from the wider 

Caribbean region on the science-policy interface and the integrated and inclusive ocean 

governance frameworks upon which the ocean-based economic sectors can be developed in a 

sustainable manner. 

 

Capacity-building and technical assistance 

 

11. During the reporting period, as part of the Division’s Programmes of Assistance to Meet the 

Strategic Capacity Needs of Developing States in the Field of Ocean Governance and the 

Law of the Sea, the Division has facilitated national ocean governance studies in one 

additional States of the wider Caribbean region, namely Saint Lucia, raising the total number 

of States from the wider Caribbean in which such studies have been undertaken under the 

project since 2022 to six (out of 16 globally). These studies are aimed at supporting States in 

their implementation of UNCLOS and related instruments, as well as the SDGs, and 

reinforcing the overall efficiency of national ocean governance frameworks, through 

providing a high-level overview of their legal and institutional frameworks, including in 

specific ocean sectors of strategic relevance identified by the State, and a prioritized 

inventory of capacity-building needs. As a follow-up to these studies, the Division provided 

technical assistance to Guatemala to strengthen the legal and institutional framework for the 

implementation of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 

(MARPOL) Annex VI to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the maritime sector, and to 

Trinidad and Tobago to develop a policy with instructions and directives for drafting the 

relevant legal regime governing marine scientific research.  
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12. Under the Division’s United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement Project of Assistance, funded 

by the European Union and implemented in coordination with the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, an online webinar on “Leveraging the UN Fish Stocks 

Agreement for Sustainable Fisheries Management in the Caribbean region,” was co-

organized with the Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism on 28 October 2024. The 

webinar, attended by over 150 participants, highlighted the potential contribution of the 

United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement to the sustainable management and development of 

the fisheries of the Caribbean. In addition, three participants from Belize, St. Kitts and Nevis 

and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines participated in the Global Training and Experience-

sharing Workshop on the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement, held in Tokyo, Japan from 

8 to 11 December 2025. 

 

13. In the context of the Ocean Governance Capacity-Building Training Programme, funded 

through the PROBLUE Trust Fund managed by the World Bank, the Division, together with 

partners, delivered a Global Workshop on Ocean Governance in Rome, Italy, from 16 to 18 

June 2025. The partners included the World Bank, the Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations, the International Seabed Authority, the University of Melbourne Law 

School and the Centre de Droit Maritime et Oceanique of the University of Nantes. The 

Global Workshop provided an opportunity for legal experts, government officials and 

professionals from across the world to strengthen capacity for sustainable ocean governance. 

Nationals from Barbados, Dominica and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) participated in 

the workshop. 

 

14. In line with General Assembly resolution 77/321, the Division is implementing a programme 

of activities to promote a better understanding of the BBNJ Agreement and prepare for its 

entry into force. The activities include, among others, regional capacity-building workshops, 

technical assistance at the national level, briefings and side events, and the development of 

tools and outreach materials. As part of this programme, the Division organized, in 

collaboration with relevant partners, a regional workshop for Caribbean small island 

developing States from 7 to 10 October 2024 in Placencia, Belize, a regional workshop for 

Latin American States from 14 to 18 October 2024 in Santiago, Chile, and a regional 

workshop for Latin America and the Caribbean from 23 to 26 February 2026 in San 

Salvador, El Salvador. Across those three workshops, 107 representatives from 24 ACS 

member States, 60 of them female, participated in the workshops, which were informed by 

the conduct of regional capacity-building needs and priority assessments. The workshops 

contributed to enhancing the capacities of these States in identifying or supporting actions 

towards becoming parties to the Agreement and implementing it. Furthermore, the Division 

contributed its expertise to BBNJ Agreement-related activities and initiatives at the national 

level in several Caribbean States by providing briefings and presentations. 

 

15. The Division, through the United Nations–Nippon Foundation (UNNF) Capacity-Building 

Programmes, continues to provide opportunities for developing States to strengthen capacity 

in ocean affairs and the law of the sea, thereby supporting the effective implementation of 

ocean governance and international legal frameworks, including UNCLOS, in pursuit of 

sustainable development. These opportunities extend to States in the wider Caribbean region, 
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with nationals from ACS member States participating in the programmes during the reporting 

period. 

 

16. The Division currently implements three fellowship programmes under the United Nations–

Nippon Foundation Project: the UNNF Fellowship on Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 

(OALOS Fellowship); the UNNF Strategic Needs Fellowship; and the UNNF Ocean 

Governance Fellowship for Small Island Developing States (SIDS Fellowship). The OALOS 

Fellowship is open to mid-level ocean professionals from developing States, while the 

Strategic Needs and SIDS Fellowships are specifically intended for government officials 

from eligible developing States. During the reporting period, 14 nationals (nine female and 

five male) from 11 ACS member States participated across these programmes. In addition, 

five nationals from ACS member States have been awarded fellowships for the 2026 sessions 

of the Strategic Needs and SIDS Fellowships, commencing in September 2026. 

 

17. The Division also implements the UNNF Alumni Programme, a global network of ocean 

professionals that currently includes 50 alumni (32 female and 18 male) from 21 ACS 

member States. During the reporting period, four Alumni Meetings were organized, each 

including participation from nationals of ACS member States: 

 

• The 2024 Alumni Meeting, held in Antigua and Barbuda in conjunction with the Fourth 

International Conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS4), included six 

alumni from ACS member States.  

• The 2025 Alumni Meeting in Nice, France, held alongside the Third United Nations 

Ocean Conference (UNOC3), included two alumni from ACS member States, who also 

engaged with other alumni from ACS member States attending UNOC3 as part of their 

national delegations.  

• A further 2025 Alumni Meeting, held at United Nations Headquarters in New York, 

included two alumni from ACS member States, with additional participants joining 

virtually.  

• The 2026 Alumni Meeting will be held in Tokyo, Japan in conjunction with the Island 

States Ocean Summit in June 2026, and is expected to bring together approximately 60 

alumni, including nine nationals from ACS member States. Some of these participants are 

also expected to take on active roles as speakers and rapporteurs at the Summit.  

 

Financial support from voluntary trust funds 

 

18. During the reporting period many States in the wider Caribbean region received financial 

support from voluntary trust funds administered by the Division to assist them in the 

implementation of UNCLOS and in participating in ocean-related processes of the General 

Assembly: 

 

• 31 delegates from 15 ACS member States received assistance from the Voluntary Trust 

Fund for the purpose of assisting developing countries, in particular the least developed 

countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, to attend 

meetings of the Preparatory Commission to prepare for the entry into force of the 

Agreement under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the 
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Conservation and Sustainable use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas beyond 

National Jurisdiction, and to prepare for the convening of the first meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Agreement.  

• One nominee from an ACS member State received assistance to attend four meetings of 

the CLCS from the Voluntary Trust Fund for the purpose of defraying the cost of 

participation of the members of the CLCS from developing States in the meetings of the 

CLCS.  

• Three delegates from one ACS member State received assistance to attend meetings of 

the CLCS from the Trust fund for the purpose of facilitating the preparation of 

submissions to the CLCS for developing States, in particular the least developed 

countries and small island developing States, and compliance with article 76 of 

UNCLOS.  

• One delegate from an ACS member State received assistance to attend a meeting of the 

United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the 

Sea from the Voluntary trust fund for the purpose of assisting developing countries, in 

particular least developed countries, small island developing States and landlocked 

developing States, in attending meetings of the United Nations Open-ended Informal 

Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea.   

 


