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Excellencies,
Distinguished participants,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning.

It is a great honor for me to share with you the outcomes of the 29t annual
session of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD),
held from 20 to 24 April in Geneva, Switzerland.

The annual session was well attended, with over 700 registered participants
from 95 countries. At the ministerial roundtable aimed at contributing to this
year’s High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, speakers who
were mainly ministers and deputy ministers highlighted the role of STI in
driving transformative, equitable, innovative and coordinated actions for the
2030 Agenda.

We also examined the priority theme ‘Science, Technology and Innovation in
the age of Al'’ to explore the transformative impact of Al on STI and the
significant risks it entails, and more importantly, to support policymakers in
developing countries to design responsive innovative policies to seize Al’s
benefits.

Participants underscored the importance of capacity-building and
international cooperation to ensure that developing countries can effectively
participate in and benefit from Al advancements. Particular attention was given
to governance issues, including the need for agile and adaptive policy
frameworks, ethical standards, and robust Al and data governance to address
challenges such digital divides and the concentration of technological power.

Discussions on preparations for the Global Dialogue on Al Governance,
scheduled for July 2026 in Geneva, further emphasized the importance of an



inclusive, action-oriented process to foster convergence and synergy across
existing initiatives. Speakers stressed that Al is not a neutral technology and
that its trajectory will be shaped by policy choices, governance frameworks and
international cooperation. They called for greater investment in infrastructure,
skills and local innovation ecosystems, as well as strengthened international
collaboration, to ensure that Al is human-centered, inclusive and well
governed, promoting sustainable and equitable development. CSTD was
recognized as a key platform in facilitating dialogue, coordination and
knowledge exchange on these issues, contributing to a more inclusive global Al
ecosystem.

Looking ahead, the 30t annual session of the CSTD, tentatively scheduled to
take place from 19 to 23 April 2027 in Geneva, will consider the priority theme
‘Data Governance for Development: From Asymmetry to Equitable
Stewardship’. This will explore how equitable and interoperable data
governance can support shared prosperity and sustainable development.

As usual, an intersessional panel will be held in November in Geneva. As a key
platform for strategic planning, sharing lessons learned and best practices in

the STI field, we hope you can join us in the 30% annual session of the CSTD.

Thank you.



