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11th Multi-stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation 
for the Sustainable Development Goals 

6-7 May 2026 

Conference Room 4  

United Nations Headquarters, New York 

“Transformative, equitable and coordinated science, technology and innovation for 
the 2030 Agenda and a sustainable future for all” 

DRAFT Programme 
 

Wednesday, 6 May 2026 

Welcome and Opening 

(10:00 – 10:30) 

Opening Remarks 

 H.E. Mr. Lok Bahadur Thapa, President of ECOSOC 

 Under-Secretary-General (represented by Ms. Bjørg Sandkjær, Assistant Secretary-General 

for Policy Coordination, United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs) 

Keynote speakers 

 Ms. Rita Orji, Canada Research Chair in Persuasive Technology and Professor of Computer 
Science, Dalhousie University, Canada 

 Mr. Helmut Habersack, Professor and Head, Institute of Hydraulic Engineering and River 
Research, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU), Austria 

Ministerial session under the theme “Strengthening the science-policy nexus to drive 
sustainable development” 

(10:30 – 13:00)  

Chaired, opened, and moderated by Forum co-chairs 

 H.E. Mr. Chola Milambo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Zambia to the United 

Nations 

 H.E. Mr. Gregor W. Koessler, Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations 

Guiding questions 

 What lessons have we learned about harnessing STI to enable SDG progress?  

 What should we do differently in the second half of 2030 Agenda implementation to enable STI 

solutions to drive transformation?  

 What are some promising country experiences and practices that can inform the way forward? 

Statements reporting on the results of the 28th session of the United Nations Commission on Science 

and Technology for Development and of the work of the Technology Facilitation Mechanism 
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 Mr. Xian Zhang, Chair, 29th session of the Commission on Science and Technology for 

Development 

 Ms. Bjørg Sandkjaer, Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination, United Nations 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

General Debate / List of Ministerial speakers (Kindly note that time limits will be strictly implemented. 

Statements delivered on behalf of groups and at the level of Minister or Vice-Minister will be limited to 

four minutes. Statements from heads of delegation/senior officials and Permanent Representatives will 

be limited to three minutes.) 

 

Session 1. Transforming water systems with science, technology and innovation 

(15:00 – 18:00) 

This session will contribute to ongoing global discussions on science, technology and innovation (STI) 

and the availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation, including preparations for 

the United Nations Water Conference 2026, by highlighting how STI can accelerate progress toward 

sustainable water and sanitation systems. It will explore both global and local dimensions of water 

challenges, including governance, technological solutions, infrastructure innovation, and the role of 

cities as accelerators of water and sanitation solutions. 

Panel 1: Advances in science, technology and innovation for sustainable water systems (SDG6) 

This panel will examine the latest developments in STI with strong potential for accelerating progress 

in the availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation (SDG 6), complementing 

themes of the 2026 UN Water Conference. 

Guiding Questions 

 What emerging scientific insights and technological innovations hold the greatest potential to 

accelerate progress toward the availability and sustainable management of water and 

sanitation, including in vulnerable communities? 

 How can transboundary and international water cooperation and economic frameworks better 

leverage science to support sustainable management? 

 What are the environmental, economic, social, and energy trade-offs associated with emerging 
water technologies such as desalination and artificial rainfall generation, and what are ways 
these are being addressed? 

 How can science and innovation help address growing water scarcity and climate risks, 

particularly in regions vulnerable to these pressures? 

Panel 2: Water infrastructure, service delivery and urban innovation (SDGs 9 and 11) 

This panel explores STI opportunities for water infrastructure and service delivery (SDG 9) and the 

role of cities as STI solution accelerators (SDG 11). It will consider solutions related to informal 

settlements, livelihoods, gender equality, climate resilience, data center demands, and digital and 

nature-based approaches. 

Guiding Questions 

 How can science, data, and innovation improve planning and investment decisions for climate-

resilient water and sanitation infrastructure? 

 Which water innovations - digital, nature-based, or modular - are already proven or near-scale, 

and what barriers still limit their wider deployment? 

 How can cities transform from water stress hotspots into practical platforms for testing and 

scaling innovative water solutions? 

 What policy, regulatory, and financing conditions are needed to de-risk investment and enable 

the safe and equitable adoption of innovative water technologies? 
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Chaired by  

 H.E. Mr. Chola Milambo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Zambia to the United 

Nations 

Innovator pitches 

 Charcops wetlands (Ghana), presented by Ms. Theodora Sophia Taylor 

 BioDrop (Peru), presented by Ms. Soleil Kamitto Nuñez Pumacallahui 

 Smart Pod Water-Retaining Alginate Beads (South Africa, Malawi), presented by Mr. Kennedy 

Mulungu 

Moderator (and introductory presentation) 

 Ms. Joyeeta Gupta, Professor of Environment and Development, Faculty of Social and 

Behavioral Sciences, University of Amsterdam; and Professor on Sustainability, IHE Delft 

Institute for Water Education, the Netherlands  

Panel 1: Advances in science, technology and innovation for sustainable water systems (SDG6) 

Panel: 

 Ms. Catherine Ngila, Executive Director, African Foundation for Women and Youth in Education, 

Sciences, Technology and Innovation, Kenya 

 Mr. Guo Huadong, Director-General, International Research Center of Big Data for Sustainable 

Development Goals, China 

 Mr. Helmut Fluhrer, Founder and CEO, WeatherTec 

 Mr. Drogovoz Pavel Anatolyevich, First Vice-rector, Bauman Moscow State Technical University, 

Russian Federation 

  

High-level respondents 

 Mr. Charles Spillane, Chief Scientist, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

 Mr. Miguel Doria, Coordinator, UNESCO World Water Assessment Programme 

 
Interactive discussions: A time limit of 2 minutes will apply. 

Panel 2: Water Infrastructure, Service Delivery and Urban Innovation (SDGs 9 and 11) 

Panel 

 Mr. Xavier Estico, Secretary of State for Science, Technology & Innovation, Vice President's 

Office, Seychelles 

 Ms. Aree Moon, President, Korea Foundation for Women in Science, Engineering and 

Technology; and Vice President, The Korean Academy of Science and Technology, Republic 

of Korea 

 Mr. Madin Maseeh, President, Maldives Space Research Organisation, the Maldives 

 Ms. Marie-Christine Therrien, Chair, International Network for Governmental Science Advice 

(INGSA) North America 

High-level respondents   

 Ms. Aarti Holla-Maini, Director, United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 

 Mr. Seng Chuan Tan, President, World Federation of Engineering Organizations 

Interactive discussions: A time limit of 2 minutes will apply. 

Closing and looking ahead 
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Networking reception by Forum Co-chairs 

 18:30 – 20:00, Mission of Austria to the UN (by invitation only) 

 

Thursday, 7 May 2026 

Session 2. Powering sustainable development through clean energy technologies for 
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all  

(10:00 – 13:00) 

This session will examine how STI can accelerate the deployment of clean energy systems at scale to 

close access gaps and support sustainable industrialization, resilient, equitable and sustainable energy 

transitions, and sustainable economic growth. It will discuss both policy frameworks and integrated 

planning across energy, industry, infrastructure and urban systems. 

Panel 1: Scaling affordable and clean energy technologies for inclusive development (SDG 7) 

This panel will explore policy solutions for affordable and clean energy technologies (SDG 7) to be 

deployed at scale - especially in Sub-Saharan Africa – to provide affordable, reliable, sustainable and 

modern energy for all and support inclusive growth, industrial development, climate action and 

sustainable urbanization.  

Guiding questions:  

• How can clean energy access ensure high quality electrification for all and become a driver of 

industrial development and inclusive economic growth? 

• Which decentralized energy solutions are already proven at scale, and what barriers still limit 

their deployment? 

• What financing and policy frameworks are needed to mobilize investment in innovative energy 

systems in Sub-Saharan Africa? 

• How can energy transitions avoid reinforcing inequality while ensuring affordability and 

reliability? 

Panel 2: Innovation in Energy Infrastructure, Industry, and Cities (SDGs 9 and 11) 

This panel will examine new and promising innovations in energy infrastructure, innovation, and 

sustainable industrialization (SDG 9), alongside urban energy access, transport, buildings, and air 

quality (SDG 11). It will highlight decentralized energy solutions, city-led clean and sustainable energy 

innovations, closing affordability gaps, and successful approaches for integrated clean and 

sustainable energy planning and financing. 

Guiding questions:  

• How can cities leverage clean energy innovations in transport, buildings, and infrastructure to 

address climate change, air quality, and economic development in a coordinated manner? 

• What innovations in materials science, digital systems, energy, industry and transport 

infrastructures are most promising for accelerating energy transitions? 

• How can we sustainably and equitably manage the energy demand from AI and data 
systems? 

• How can integrated planning across energy, industry, water, and infrastructure systems 

improve resilience and sustainability? 

• What policy and financing frameworks are required to scale innovation in urban energy 

systems? 
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Chaired by  

 H.E. Mr. Gregor W. Koessler, Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations 

Innovator pitches 

 Solar sheet (Argentina), presented by Mr. Augusto Diaz 

 RE-HUB (Renewable energy hub) (Nigeria), presented by Mr. Abdulbasit Bashir 

 SustainabilityReports (the Netherlands), presented by Mr. Kees Krul 

Moderator (and introductory presentation) 

 Mr. Vladimir Crnojević, Founder and Director of BioSense Institute; Professor in Computer 

Science, University of Novi Sad, Serbia 

Panel 1: Scaling affordable and clean energy technologies for inclusive development (SDG 7) 

Panel:  

 Mr. Antonio José Roque Da Silva, Director General, Brazilian Center for Research in Energy 

and Materials (CNPEM) 

 Ms. Motoko Kotani, Executive Vice President for Research, Professor & Principal Investigator, 

Advanced Institute for Materials Research & Mathematics Institute, Tohoku University, Japan 

 Mr. Amos Tiereyangn Kabo-Bah, Professor & Dean, University of Energy and Natural 

Resources, Ghana 

 Ms. Phoebe Koundouri, Professor, Athens University of Economics and Business, Greece, 

and University of Cambridge, UK; Co-Chair, United Nations Global Sustainable Development 

Report 2027; President, World Council of Environmental and Resource Economists 

Associations 

High-level respondents  

 Mr. Liu Hua, Deputy Director General and Head of the Department of Technical Cooperation, 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

 Mr. Francesco La Camera, Director-General, International Renewable Energy Agency 

Interactive discussions: A time limit of 2 minutes will apply. 

Panel 2: Innovation in Energy Infrastructure, Industry, and Cities (SDGs 9 and 11) 

Panel 

 Mr. Magnus Andersson, Associate Professor of Economic Geography, Department for Urban 

Studies, Malmö University, Sweden 

 Ms. Noha El-Ghobashy, CEO, Institute Transformative Technologies 

 Ms. Karen Scrivener, Professor, Laboratory of Construction Materials, Ecole Polytechnique 

Fédérale de Lausanne, Switzerland; founder Nanocem 

 Mr. Satoshi Matsuoka, Head, RIKEN Center for Computational Science, Japan 

High-level respondents  

 Mr. Ralf Bredel, Director and Representative to the United Nations, New York Liaison Office, 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

 Mr. Keywan Riahi, Program Director, Energy, Climate and Environment Programme, 

International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis 

Interactive discussions: A time limit of 2 minutes will apply. 

Closing and looking ahead 
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Session 3. Shaping the future of science, technology and innovation for sustainable 
development in times of uncertainty and change  

(15:00 – 17:40) 

This forward-looking session will consider how STI can help decisionmakers anticipate and respond to 

systemic risks to sustainable development in an era of rapid change, while also navigating key trade-

offs, closing critical knowledge gaps, and leveraging emerging opportunities. Discussions will address 

strengthening foresight, governance, trust, planning through STI roadmaps, and international 

cooperation to steer innovation, including artificial intelligence (AI), toward resilience, equity, and 

sustainability to 2030 and beyond. Finally, the session will bring together insights from other STI-related 

forums and activities, including IATT, 10-Member-Group, and scientific stakeholders. 

Guiding questions:  

 STI systems under pressure - strengthening international STI cooperation for the SDGs  

o How can international science cooperation, diplomacy, and equitable global research 

partnerships better support collaborative and integrated SDG solutions and systemic 

action, while addressing key trade-offs between national priorities and global public 

goods?  

o How can the autonomy, safety, and credibility of science be protected in an 

increasingly complex political and economic environment while strengthening trust in 

science and evidence-based policymaking? 

o How can funding systems, research institutions, and STI4SDG roadmaps evolve to 
better support long-term scientific research, innovation, and the global public goods 
needed to achieve the SDGs, including addressing persistent knowledge gaps and 
inequalities in access to science and technology? 

o What are the most important policy-relevant insights from TFM intersessional work in 

the past year? What should be prioritized at the global level between now and 2030? 

o What key trade-offs and tensions (e.g., speed vs. safety, innovation vs. inclusion, 

short-term gains vs. long-term sustainability) must be managed to align STI systems 

with sustainable development? 

 From insights to action on emerging STI issues in the age of generative AI  

o What is the role of generative AI in driving STI systems under pressure and in devising 

STI solutions for the SDGs, including its potential to unlock new opportunities for 

innovation, productivity, and inclusive development? Which actions are needed to 

make AI work for the world’s SDG aspirations? 

o What should we expect from the evolution of AI and its impacts in the next few years, 

including both opportunities and risks? 

o What governance and policy approaches are showing results in aligning AI and related 

emerging STI issues to sustainable development, while strengthening foresight and 

anticipation of systemic risks?  

o Which insights should be offered to inform the upcoming global dialogues on AI 

governance? What should be prioritized at the global level between now and 2030? 

Chaired jointly by  

 H.E. Mr. Chola Milambo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Zambia to the United 

Nations, and  

 H.E. Mr. Gregor W. Koessler, Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations 
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Innovator pitches 

 SORA Health Intelligence Room (Kenya), presented by Mr. Masaki Umeda 

 AquaSentinel (China), presented by Ms. Weizhen Liang 

 Yaaka e-waste recycling (Zambia), presented by Mr. Chilumba Mutale 

Moderator 

 Mr. Tony Maciulis, Chief Content Officer, GZERO Media 

Panel:  

 Mr. Carlos Henrique Brito Cruz OBE, Senior Vice-President, Research Networks, Elsevier; Co-

chair, 10-Member-Group of High-level Representatives 

 Mr. Robbert Dijkgraaf, President-elect, International Science Council  

 Mr. Wang Jian, Director, Zhejiang Lab; Chinese Academy of Engineering; Founder of Alibaba 
Cloud, China 

 Ms. Inkyoung Sun, Chair, UNESCO Science Engineering Technology and Innovation Policy 

Asia and the Pacific Network; Director and Research Fellow, Science and Technology Policy 

Institute, Republic of Korea 

 Mr. Anjani Phuyal, Founder and CEO of Genese Solution 

 Ms. Mmaki Jantjies, Group Executive Innovation and Transformation, Telkom Group, South 

Africa 

High-level respondents 

 Ms. Maria Leptin, President, European Research Council 

 Ms. Lidia Arthur Brito, Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences, and Assistant Director-
General for Social and Human Sciences (a.i.), UNESCO 

 Mr. Dietrich Van der Weken, General Manager, Global Sustainable Technology & Innovation 

Community (G-STIC), Belgium 

 Mr. Robert Opp, Chief Digital Officer and Director of the Digital, AI and Innovation Hub, United 

Nations Development Programme 

Interventions by Co-Chairs of the first Global Dialogue on Artificial Intelligence Governance 

 H.E. Ms. Egriselda López, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the United Nations 

 H.E. Mr. Rein Tammsaar, Permanent Representative of Estonia to the United Nations 
 

Interactive discussions: A time limit of 2 minutes will apply. 

 

Closing session 

(17:40 – 18:00) 

 H.E. Mr. Chola Milambo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Zambia to the United 

Nations, and  

 H.E. Mr. Gregor W. Koessler, Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations 

 H.E. Mr. Lok Bahadur Thapa, President of ECOSOC 


