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STATEMENT

Thank you for this opportunity.

| am Rihana Avila, speaking on behalf of Internet Society Peru Chapter and founder of Evolving Hub
— an organization that impulses changemakers across Latin America through education, mentorship,
and community-driven innovation.

In times of uncertainty, the question is not only how fast we innovate — but who gets to be part of that
innovation. And whether it lasts.

From Peru, we have learned that development only becomes sustainable when it is co-owned by the
people it is meant to serve. Through programs like Girls in ICT: Connecting Talents, Creating Futures
and Think Al, Build Secure — a responsible Al and cybersecurity development program — we have
seen young people, women, and underserved populations see themselves not just as users of
technology, but as its future builders.

Ownership, however, requires commitment. And there are three areas where we must act.

We should fund grassroots pipelines. Solutions co-designed with rural and indigenous populations
outperform top-down interventions. They last longer. They go further.

We need to bring Al governance frameworks to the local level. The dialogues being shaped right now
will define who benefits from GenAl — and who bears its risks. That conversation must include
everyone. Governments, civil society, youth in rural and small Island Developing States. No one left
outside the room.

And we can formalize youth co-governance. Internet governance shapes who has access, whose
voices are heard, and how technologies are used. People — especially in low-connectivity areas —
must be active shapers of a secure, inclusive, and trustworthy digital future. Not passive recipients of



it. We call on Member States to embed co-governance in Al policy frameworks, and to fund long-term,
locally-rooted pipelines.

The future will be shaped by people already addressing the most pressing challenges — in their
regions, in working groups, in classrooms. We only need to give them the spaces and the dialogues

they deserve.

Because how we shape technology today determines whose future we are actually building.

Thank you.
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