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“‘We meet in an age of polycrisis — of intensifying climate extremes, fractures in
geopolitics, and deepening social inequalities — where water is the medium through
which these risks cascade into people’s lives. Water sits at the center of climate, food,
energy, health, and resilience, and the UN’s own deliberations increasingly recognize
that without a resilientwater cycle, sustainable developmentand peace remain out of
reach. In that sense, a call to rethink water must be at the core of transformative,
equitable, and coordinated innovation.

India’s rewiring of water “intelligence” is bending the arc of development itself. By
makingrivers, aquifers,and utilitieslegiblein real time, itis quietlyanchoringuniversal
access to safe water and sanitation,while tightening the feedbackloop between water,
health,andlivelihoods. As hydrology and groundwater systems talk to grids and farms,
they stabilize the energy transition, allowingrenewables, cooling,andirrigation to grow
without detonating local water stress.

A distributed ecosystem of labs, innovators, and WASH startups turns infrastructure
into a living laboratory where industrial policy, innovation, and urban futures are co-
designed. And because this is done through public-private-community compacts
rather than technocraticfiat, it prefiguresthe kind of partnership-centricmultilateralism
our fractured world so desperately needs.

At India Water Foundation, we have tried to position water not as a "sector" butas a
transversal connector across the SDGs. To achieve this, we must align frontier
innovations with equity, ethics, and capacity-building, especially in the Global South,
as envisaged in this Forum's focus on forward-looking STI governance. My appeal
today is simple: if we treat water as the backbone of a new, transversal development
pact linking climate action, transition, and human security, then transforming water
systems becomes the most political and hopeful innovation of all.”



