
 

 

 
2026 STI Forum Side Event 

Scaling Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Capacity Building:  

lessons learnt, gaps and the way forward 

8:00-9:30 EST New York Time, 6 May 2026  

Virtual side event on ZOOM 

Registration: 
https://maastrichtuniversity.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dc1bD0Vi6chJXoO 

Organiser: UN Inter-agency Task Team on STI for SDG Capacity Building  (IATT-WS6) 

 

1.Background: 

Effective science, technology, and innovation (STI) policies enable countries to set clear goals, 
mobilize resources and coordinate actors to leverage STI in addressing complex sustainable 
development challenges. However, many countries, particularly developing ones, face significant 
capacity gaps in STI policymaking. 

In response, the UN Inter-Agency Task Team on STI for the SDGs (IATT) established its Work Stream 
(WS6) on Capacity Building, coordinated by UNESCO, UNU-MERIT and UNCTAD. Through this 
collaboration, UN agencies and partners have implemented several STI policy capacity-building 
initiatives, including 12 training workshops and 6 dialogues, benefiting over 2000 STI policymakers 
and practitioners from over 110 countries across Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Latin America. 

These initiatives have demonstrated strong demand for policy capacity development from 
stakeholders from Member States. Recent training workshops and their evaluations confirm both 
the high relevance and positive impact of these capacity-building activities. At the same time, 
the evaluation results highlight a key challenge: while demand for STI policy training and advisory 
support continues to grow, sustained financial resources to scale and maintain these efforts 
remain limited. This creates a gap between the demand expressed by Member States and the 
capacity of international partners to respond. 

Addressing this challenge requires moving from isolated and broad blanket training initiatives 
toward more systemic, targeted and sustainable approaches, including through strengthened 
partnerships with regional organizations, development banks, research networks, and donors to 
mobilize resources and scale capacity-building efforts. 

In this context, on the margins of the 2026 STI Forum, IATT WS6 is convening a side event to discuss 
challenges and explore innovative approaches to strengthening STI policy capacity-building efforts. 

https://maastrichtuniversity.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dc1bD0Vi6chJXoO
https://sdgs.un.org/tfm/interagency-task-team/capacity


 

 

2.Objectives 

By bringing together policymakers, regional organizations, UN agencies, and development 
partners, the event will foster knowledge exchange, partnership building and 
collaborative approaches to strengthen STI policy capacity building 

1. Share results and observations on STI policy capacity gaps from IATT-WS6 
training workshops 

2. Understanding regional and national capacity gaps in STI policymaking. 

3. Explore innovative partnership and resource mobilization approaches to 
support the sustained implementation and scaling of WS6 activities. 

3. Expected Outputs 

● Increased awareness of the central importance of STI policy capacity-building to 
address development bottlenecks 

● Improved understanding of priority capacity gaps in STI policymaking across regions  
● Strengthened commitment from development partners and regional organizations 

to support STI policy capacity-building  
● Identification of innovative cooperation and resource mobilisation pathways to 

support the scaling and sustainability of IATT-WS6 STI policy capacity-building 
efforts at regional and global levels 

● Identification of alternative modalities to deliver effective IATT WS6 training – 
including in person and online 

 
4. Proposed Agenda  

Moderator: Mindel van de Laar, Head Capacity Development Office / Associate 
Professor at United Nations University – MERIT, Co-coordinator of UN Inter-Agency Task 
Team on STI for the SDGs Work Stream on Capacity Building (IATT-WS6) 

8:00-8:05 
 

Opening and Welcome  

8:05-8:15 Presentation:  IATT-WS6 findings from STI policy training workshops 
• Zengmei Wang, Associate Programme Specialist, Section of 

Science, Technology and Innovation, UNESCO; Co-coordinator of 
UN Inter-Agency Task Team on STI for the SDGs Work Stream on 
Capacity Building (IATT-WS6) 



 

 

 
8:15-8:45 
 

Panel discussion 1: Regional and national perspectives on STI 
policymaking capacity needs and gaps 
 
Moderator : Nibal Idlebi, Senior Advisor for Digital Transformation & 
Innovation Policies, Former Director at UN-ESCWA 
 

• Verena Hitner Barros, Director of the Department of Governance 
and Science and Technology Indicators, Ministry of Science, 
Technology and Innovation (MCTI), Brazil 

• Bipashyee Ghosh, Lecture, UCL Department of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Public Policy (STEaPP) 

• Mahlet Teshome, Principal Policy Officer for Science and 
Technology at the African Union Commission Department of 
Education, Science, Technology and Innovation 

• Fernando Santiago Rodriguez, Industrial Policy Officer, Division of 
Industrial Policy Advice and Capacity Development 

 

 
8:45-9:25 

     Panel discussion 2: Perspectives from development partners on STI 
governance capacity and the way forward 
 
Moderator : Manuel Ricardo Galindo Moreno, Science, Technology and 
Innovation Policy Section, UNESCO 
 

• Alison Cathles, Senior Specialist, Competitiveness, Technology, 
and Innovation Division (CTI), Inter-American Development Bank; 
affiliated researcher at UNU-MERIT 

• Eloi Astier, Climate & Environment Scientific Philanthropy 
Partnership Manager, AXA Foundation for Human Progress 

• Matthew Wallace, Senior Program Officer, International 
Development Research Centre 

• Soohyung Kim, Economic Affairs Officer (Technology & Innovation) 
Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT), ESCAP 
 

9:25-9:30 
 

Summary and closing remarks 



 

 

 

5. Organiser: UN IATT-WS6 

 

 

 

 


