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About this paper

This paper is an extract from the report of the ‘Stakeholder Inputs to the Declaration on Sea
Level Rise’, which summarizes inputs received from stakeholders to a global online
stakeholder consultation organized by UN DESA in connection with the 2026 Sea Level Rise
Declaration.

The full Summary Report, including detailed background information and key takeaways and
recommendations drawn from 1,072 responses across four themes, can be found here.

This paper presents summaries of key topics and recommendations for the first question
focusing on the theme “Knowledge, data and science to inform sea level rise risk
assessments and decision-making”.
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Extract: “Knowledge, data and science to inform sea
level rise risk assessments and decision-making”

Stakeholders were asked to describe one key action related to “knowledge, data and science to inform
sea level rise risk assessments and decision-making” that could help accelerate collective efforts to
address the impacts of sea level rise and be considered by Member States in the preparation of the
declaration on sea level rise. Below are the key topics and recommendations by stakeholders.

Establishing an open, accessible and
sustainable global sea level data platform
that delivers real-time, localized risk
assessments, enabling all countries to
access data for evidence-based decision-
making, early warning, and resilient
coastal planning.

Co-production with Local &
Indigenous Knowledge:

Embedding Traditional Ecalogiml
Knowledge (TEK) as co-equal
evidence in risk assessments l:hmugh
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Sea Level Rise Drivers & Awareness:

Improving understanding of sea level
rise drivers through coordinated
education and communication that
clarifies causation, misconceptions,
and supports informed mitigation
and adaptation efforts.
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communities.

Capuci{y Bu]lding & Technnlugy Transfer:

Prwiding support for building national

coastal observatories, training monitoring
professionals, and translating scientific
data into local language and decision-
ready formats, especially for developing
countries.

Legal & Governance Frameworks:

Embedding sea level rise into binding
legal instruments governing maritime
boundaries, land-use plmning,
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Integrated Science-Policy System: |f @ Equity & Inclusive Data:
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decision—making processes, ensuring equl’qr indicators a.nd mderrepresen{ed
outputs are automatically translated vulnerable populations.
into usable indicators and local
planning tools. o) J

resource extraction.
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Resilient Infrastructure & Finunc-m;“
Mechanisms:

Pmnmting nature-based solutions and
resilient coastal infrastructure, supported
b)r accessible and predicfnhle ﬁnm‘lﬁing
mechanisms. |
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All text has been submitted through a global online stakeholder consultation organized by DESA. The inclusion of any input in this compilation does
not imply endorsement by the United Nations. For more information about the global online stakeholder consultation, please visit this website.
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