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About this paper

This paper is an extract from the report of the ‘Stakeholder Inputs to the Declaration on Sea
Level Rise’, which summarizes inputs received from stakeholders to a global online
stakeholder consultation organized by UN DESA in connection with the 2026 Sea Level Rise
Declaration.

The full Summary Report, including detailed background information and key takeaways and
recommendations drawn from 1,072 responses across four themes, can be found here.

This paper presents summaries of key topics and recommendations for the fourth question
focusing on the theme “Sea level rise and its legal dimensions”.
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Extract: “Sea level rise and its legal dimensions”

Stakeholders were asked to describe one key action related to “Sea level rise and its legal dimensions”
that could help accelerate collective efforts to address the impacts of sea level rise and be considered

by Member States in the preparation of the declaration on sea level rise. Below are the key topics and
recommendations by stakeholders.

N
@ International Legal Framework & @ Climate Displacement & Protection
Multilateral Treaty: of Displaced Persons:

Developing a multilateral instrument
or set of binding principles to safequard
statehood, maritime rights, and displaced
populations while establishing clear

Addressing the legal gap in protection for
people displaced by sea level rise by deﬂning
their rights, legal status, and state obligations,

including frameworks for digni'ﬁed relocation,

obliga’cions and lggal support. J l¥""~v mobility, and prevention of statelessness.
National Legal Reform & o @ Emitter Liability, Polluter-Pays & j

Governance Systems: Loss and Damage:

Operaﬁona.lize sea level rise risk
through enforceable domestic

legal obligations.

Strengthening emitter liability, the
polluter-pays principle, and loss and damage
mechanisms to ensure accountability and
compensation from major emitters for

affected states and communities. J

R
® Statehood Continuity &

Statelessness Prevention:

Human Rights, Access to Justice &
Legal Aid:

A‘Fﬂrming con‘tinui‘ty of sovereigni'y,

maritime rigH:s, and international

legal identity despite territorial {; n"\ o
loss. J LII‘ I

Ensuring access to justice, legal aid, and

(% enforceable human rights protections in sea
[}

level rise adaptation and decision-making.

Maritime Baselines, EEZ & Indigenous & Customary Rights in
- : Sovereignty Preservation: = Legal Frameworks:
7, Addressing whether the legal = 3 . o i
) as 1 determination of maritime baselines Safeguardmg native title, marine tenure,
¢ —~~"—— ¢ and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) self-determination, and traditional
et T 2 should remain fixed or shift in response ;
______ governance systems.

to coastal changes caused by sea level rise.

All text has been submitted through a global online stakeholder consultation organized by DESA. The inclusion of any input in this compilation does
not imply endorsement by the United Nations. For more information about the global online stakeholder consultation, please visit this website.
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