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About this paper

This paper is an extract from the report of the ‘Stakeholder Inputs to the Declaration on Sea
Level Rise’, which summarizes inputs received from stakeholders to a global online
stakeholder consultation organized by UN DESA in connection with the 2026 Sea Level Rise
Declaration.

The full Summary Report, including detailed background information and key takeaways and
recommendations drawn from 1,072 responses across four themes, can be found here.

This paper presents summaries of key topics and recommendations for the third question
focusing on the theme “Livelihoods, socioeconomic challenges and culture and heritage in
relation to sea level rise”.
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Extract: “Livelihoods, socioeconomic challenges and
culture and heritage in relation to sea level rise”

Stakeholders were asked to describe one key action related to “Livelihoods, socioeconomic challenges
and culture and heritage in relation to sea level rise” that could help accelerate collective efforts to
address the impacts of sea level rise and be considered by Member States in the preparation of the
declaration on sea level rise. Below are the key topics and recommendations by stakeholders.
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Integrating affected communities into
adaptation planning by ensuring inclusive,
participatory platforms that enable
co-design, local leadership, and
equitable decision-making. J
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Frameworks:

Planned Relocation with Cultural Continuity:

Embedding sea level rise assessments,
livelihoods, cultural heritage, Indigenous
rights, and customary tenure into
national policies, including social
protection planning, international law,

Establishing clear international quidelines for
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and rights-respecting planned relocation of
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All text has been submitted through a global online stakeholder consultation organized by DESA. The inclusion of any input in this compilation does
not imply endorsement by the United Nations. For more information about the global online stakeholder consultation, please visit this website.
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