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Good afternoon Excellencies, 

I speak on behalf of the Major Group of Children and Youth, as a Technology Focal Point for 

the Youth Science-Policy Interface Platform. 

Young people are not just beneficiaries of science and technology: we are co-creators, 

innovators, And yet, we remain systematically excluded from the governance mechanisms 

shaping those decisions. 

We call on this Forum to act on four urgent priorities. 

First, AI governance must reflect the world it claims to serve. The people designing AI 

systems and writing its rules are drawn from a vanishingly narrow slice of identities. When 

youth, women, and other marginalized intersectional identities are absent from these rooms, 

their needs are not just underrepresented — they are encoded out of the technology. Biased 

training data, inaccessible interfaces, and tools built for an imagined “perfect” user are not 

accidents. They are the predictable result of exclusion at the design stage. Governance that 

does not include those most affected is not neutral, it is a choice about whose future gets 

built. 

Second, we must stop treating deployment as the beginning of accountability. Before 

any technology is scaled, we must ask: who was excluded from the data? Who was never 

imagined as a user? What are the energy and water costs — not as footnotes, but as 

deciding factors? These burdens fall hardest on communities already on the frontlines of 

climate breakdown. We need mandatory, independent, intersectional pre-deployment impact 

assessments — not voluntary disclosures drafted by the companies seeking approval. 

Third, young people need funded pathways into science and research ecosystems. 

Higher education and scientific institutions are the pillars of SDG implementation. At a 

moment of rising misinformation and declining trust in science, we cannot afford to defund 

them. 

Finally, the public-private sector partnerships remain key opportunities to unlock 

progress, industry must be a partner while simultaneously being held accountable — 

not just in a driver setting the terms of engagement. 

Science without justice is not progress, it can become means to oppress and exclude. We 

urge this Forum to act accordingly and center the leave no one behind agenda as a principle 

of innovation. 

Thank you. 


