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Distinguished Co-Chairs, Excellencies, and colleagues, 

I am honored to speak on behalf of the IREEWAM Initiative, supported by the Africa Centre for 

Energy Policy (ACEP), which works across Nigeria and Ghana to advance inclusive clean energy 
solutions. 

Achieving SDG 7 and SDG 9 requires not only expanding energy access but also ensuring that 

clean energy systems are inclusive, affordable, and gender-responsive, particularly for women 
in underserved sectors who remain on the front lines of energy poverty. 

Based on our work in agriculture and mining value chains, three priorities are clear. 

First, we must scale financing for decentralized renewable energy solutions that directly 

support productive sectors. Women-led enterprises need access to affordable energy for irrigation, 
processing, and small-scale production. 

Second, we must embed gender-responsive policies and data systems into energy transitions . 

Without them, investments risk reinforcing existing inequalities rather than closing the gap. 

Third, we must strengthen coordination among governments, the private sector, financial 

institutions, and civil society to deliver integrated solutions that combine energy access with 
financial, technological, and enterprise support. 

At CGE Africa, through the IREEWAM Initiative, we are demonstrating that when renewable 

energy investments are aligned with women’s economic activities, they unlock productivity, build 
resilience, and drive inclusive growth. 

We therefore call for sustained commitments to gender-responsive energy financing, policy 

reforms, and multi-stakeholder partnerships that ensure no one is left behind in the clean energy 
transition. 

Thank you. 

 


