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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR EFFECTIVE ACTION DURING THE
UN DECADE OF SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
12 March 2026, 10:00 — 12:00
World Bank I Building, Room 12-220, Washington, D.C., USA
SUMMARY

On Thursday, 12 March 2026, the Division for Sustainable Development Goals of the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs organized a workshop titled “Laying
the groundwork for effective action during the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport” as a
side event of the Transforming Transportation Forum, jointly hosted annually by the World
Bank and the World Resources Institute in Washington, D.C. The workshop brought
together over 50 representatives from governments, multilateral development banks,
NGOs, philanthropy, the UN system, and academia, serving as the first global event of the
year for the Decade. Sessions focused on monitoring progress, Sustainable Transport
Action Commitments, and preparations for the High-level Meeting on Road Safety (20-21
July 2026, UN Headquarters).

Opening

During the opening session, Ms. Astra Bonini from the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs stressed the central role of transport across the Sustainable
Development Goals and its importance for both passenger mobility and freight systems
that sustain daily life. When transport systems fail, the impacts are felt most acutely by the
poorest and most vulnerable, while effective systems can expand access to jobs, goods,
and essential services. Highlighting that many solutions already exist from cleaner vehicles
and safe active mobility infrastructure to resilient transport networks and more efficient
logistics, she framed the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport as an opportunity to scale
practical, high-impact interventions. Ms. Bonini also recalled the General Assembly
mandates establishing the UN Decade and the Department’s role in leading and facilitating
implementation in collaboration with regional commissions and partners with delivery
linked to voluntary contributions. It was noted that the workshop aimed to bring
stakeholders together to identify realistic and catalytic actions for the early years of the UN
Decade, with a focus on coordination, clarity, and leveraging existing initiatives.

Mr. Nicolas Peltier from the World Bank emphasized the importance of sustaining
momentum and using key moments, such as the Transforming Transportation Forum, to
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take stock of progress and reinforce commitment to the UN Decade. It was noted that
transport has often been underrecognized despite its important role across the SDGs, and
hence the Decade is an opportunity to reframe the narrative around transport as a driver of
opportunity, health, and development. Pointing to tangible progress, Mr. Peltier referenced
the UN Decade’s launch as a milestone, including 83 voluntary commitments and a joint
statement of support from nine development banks, alongside significant financing
volumes with strong climate co-benefits. At the same time, Mr. Peltier stressed the need for
greater clarity on roles and mandates within the UN system, robust and meaningful
monitoring frameworks, and practical tools such as data platforms to track progress. He
also highlighted the importance of addressing persistent barriers, including financing gaps,
regulatory challenges, and capacity constraints, as central to unlocking implementation
and ensuring that commitments translate into impact.

Update on regional activities from all five United Nations Regional Commissions

The workshop provided an opportunity to hear updates on regional activities, as Ms.
Tatiana Molcean, Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe provided remarks on behalf of all five Regional Commissions. She highlighted their
role in advancing implementation and emphasized the importance of data-driven
monitoring. She referred to a recent workshop organized by UNECE with other partners in
Geneva, held alongside the Inland Transport Committee, which underscored the need to
strengthen existing tracking tools, including the Transport Data Commons, to support
effective policymaking.

Across regions, shared priorities emerged alongside diverse contexts. United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia emphasized accessibility, safety, and
financing; United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
highlighted extensive consultations and priorities such as low-carbon and resilient
transport; Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean stressed logistics,
inclusion, and climate resilience; and United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
emphasized regional integration, financing, and sustainability. Together, they underscored
the Decade’s role in aligning global ambition with regional priorities.

What is requested — unpacking the mandates

Ms. Riina Jussila from the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
provided an overview of mandates stemming from recent General Assembly resolutions, as
well as emerging ideas for future work under the Implementation Plan. The General
Assembly requested DESA to lead and facilitate the Decade in collaboration with regional
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commissions and partners, with activities carried out through voluntary contributions and
existing resources. Resolution A/RES/80/132 outlined key areas including data-driven
monitoring, such as a joint Atlas of Transport Sustainability, alignment of reporting and
events, and the use of platforms like World Sustainable Transport Day to track progress.

DESA also highlighted potential activities such as annual global and regional gatherings,
comprehensive progress reports, strengthening the Sustainable Transport Action
Commitment community, and establishing a High-level Advisory Board. Ms. Jussila
referenced key milestones, including a midterm review conference in 2030 and a final high-
level review in 2035, as well as possible strengthened UN system-wide coordination. As the
Division for Sustainable Development Goals in DESA also supports the work related to
other UN Decades, such as the Water Action Decade and the UN Decade of Sustainable
Energy for All, there are opportunities to learn from good practices. For example, well
established institutional structures from the start have helped accelerate coordinated
action during these Decades. However, Ms. Jussila also noted, that with both water and
energy, political conversations and consensus among Member States have often taken
years to build incrementally.

Monitoring progress during the UN Decade

The first substantive session of the workshop focused on the aspect of monitoring and
follow-up during the UN Decade.

Mr. Jacob Mason from the Institute for Transportation and Development Policy (ITDP)
presented the main findings from a recent report prepared by the SuM4All consortium on
monitoring progress, emphasizing the need for a streamlined, data-driven global tracking
framework. He outlined a proposed theory of change in which improved data availability,
harmonized indicators, and stronger accountability mechanisms would support more
effective policymaking, better alignment between national and global commitments, and
ultimately more equitable, safe, and sustainable transport systems. Central to this
approach is a core set of carefully selected indicators presented in the report, desighed to
be relevant, feasible, comparable, and actionable. The proposed indicators cover areas
such as access to public transport, road safety, emissions, energy use, logistics
performance, and financing flows. Mr. Mason highlighted that stronger coordination across
stakeholders and institutions will be essential to institutionalize monitoring, increase the
use of transport data in decision-making, and ensure that monitoring efforts directly
support the UN Decade’s goals and accelerate implementation worldwide.
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Ms. Elizabeth Jones from the United Kingdom Foreigh Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) emphasized the importance of learning from previous UN

Decades in order to accelerate action and “leapfrog” toward more effective
implementation. She highlighted the need for evidence-based decision-making grounded
in science and data, and pointed to dwindling ODA resources and a shift in the role of
donors toward catalytic investment that can drive systemic change. She also referenced
new initiatives such as FCDO’s transport research programme (RIDE), which aims to align
with the Decade’s priorities, including work on data and visualization through platforms like
the Transport Data Commons and the development of tools such as a Transport Global
Intelligence System linked to the Transport Atlas. Ms. Jones underscored the importance of
building on existing efforts, such as those by Sustainable Mobility for All and SLOCAT
Partnership, and ensuring that the work remains pragmatically ambitious.

Mr. Rob de Jong from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) noted that the
UN Decade was an opportunity that should be seized and that requires strategic thinking.
He raised the question of how the transport community shall utilize the gathered data, with
the aim of ensuring that transport gains a more central spot in policy and financing
discussions. The data should be used to send a consolidated message of the importance
of sustainable transport for areas such as economic growth, gender equality, environment,
and climate action. Mr. de Jong also noted the need for better coordination and
communication, also withing the UN system, particularly to showcase a comprehensive
menu of support that the system can offer to its Member States on a number of topics,
raising a complex challenge such as e-vehicle battery life-cycle management as an
example. He also noted that many interesting examples exist for potentially transformative
policies, such as Ethiopia’s ban on import of internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles and
the newly agreed EU regulations on exporting unsafe vehicles. The UN Decade could be
used to monitor and spotlight such policy changes to accelerate progress.

Ms. Carly Gilbert-Patrick from the SLOCAT partnership referred to a workshop organized
by SLOCAT and partners in February 2026 in Geneva, Switzerland, and highlighted its main
findings on strengthening monitoring and storytelling for the UN Decade of Sustainable
Transport. She emphasized the need to identify a concise set of key data points, “10to 15
pieces of information”, that can effectively communicate progress and serve as a “one-
stop shop” for assessing whether policies are being implemented and delivering results
over time. A particular gap noted was the limited tracking of policy outcomes several years
after adoption. She stressed the importance of focusing on people-centered impacts, as
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well as better understanding financial flows and their effectiveness, including where
resources are directed and what results they achieve. Ms. Gilbert-Patrick also underscored
the need to integrate voluntary commitments into a coherent monitoring framework
aligned with the Decade’s Implementation Plan, and raised the broader challenge of
coordination, highlighting the risk of fragmented requests to Member States and the
importance of using the Decade as a unifying framework to streamline engagement and
demonstrate added value.

Mr. Holger Dalkmann from the Climate Compatible Growth (CCG) presented the
Transport Data Commons Initiative (TDCI) as an important contribution to data-driven
monitoring for the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport. He emphasized that TDC is not a
data provider, but a collaborative community and shared infrastructure aimed at making
transport data more findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable. The initiative
supports countries and stakeholders by promoting common data standards, offering a
platform for managing and sharing data, and facilitating exchange between data producers
and users. Highlighting the outcome of a recent workshop hosted by CCG partner
Strathclyde University: The Glasgow Declaration on a Transport Data Commons, he
encouraged further institutions and individuals to sign and stressed the urgent need to
address persistent data gaps, fragmentation, and limited accessibility, which continue to
constrain effective policymaking.

During the ensuing discussion, it was highlighted that data does not automatically equal
evidence, as data can only be a starting point for tracking impact. The monitoring
framework of the UN Decade should also aim at assessing policies that work that can be
scaled up to ensure maximum impact.

Sustainable Transport Action Commitments — updates on activities

A session on Sustainable Transport Action Commitments allowed entities that have made
commitments prior to the UN Decade launch to share updates on their activities and to
reflect on how to maximize the collective impact of these projects.

Mr. Mark Major from the Kiihne Foundation highlighted efforts to scale up logistics
capacity-building as part of the Foundation’s Sustainable Transport Action Commitment,
with a strong focus on freight and logistics systems and their connection to private sector
engagement. Supported by partners, including Brazil and the United Kingdom, the initiative
has already reached 28 countries and is operating in eight languages within its first year,
with initial results expected by the third quarter. At a general level, Mr. Major emphasized
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the need to ensure that the Sustainable Transport Action Commitments are showcased
online, ideally in a searchable database designed to track leadership, keywords, and
metrics, in order to improve transparency and coordination. He also noted the need to
elevate conversations from only technical discussions to political engagement in order to
catalyze transformational, system-wide change focusing on upstream policy measures,
such as carbon pricing or restrictions on unsafe vehicle exports, and using compelling,
human-centered indicators and narratives to better communicate impact and drive
momentum.

Ms. Alice Yiu from the International Road Federation outlined IRF’s commitment
centered on transport infrastructure and the role of road agencies in advancing the UN
Decade’s vision. Recognizing that road agencies often operate with distinct technical
frameworks, IRF emphasized the need to bridge these with broader sustainability
objectives through its implementation roadmap series for incluside, safe, green and
efficient roads. She noted that capacity-building is a central priority, as many agencies are
eager to modernize but require greater access to knowledge, tools, and training. The
roadmaps are intended to serving as guidance for further technical trainings and dialogues.
IRF also highlighted opportunities to co-develop targeted training modules, and engage
stakeholders in roadmap development, while pointing to its annual conference in
November 2026 as a platform to continue advancing these efforts.

Mr. Igor Rounov from the International Center for Transport Diplomacy presented the
Multimodal Intercontinental Caravan (MIC) commitment, with an awareness-raising
container truck at its core. The initiative aims to foster global dialogue and showcase
concrete actions through a series of high-level events held along selected routes of the
Caravan. It aims to bring together a broad coalition of stakeholders, including
governments, international organizations, and private sector logistics operators, with
activities ranging from conferences and workshops to real-time monitoring of transport
corridors and border crossings using advanced digital tools. Mr. Rounov outlined a detailed
timeline culminating in an event aligned with World Sustainable Transport Day on 26
November 2026 in New York. He also presented three potential route options for the
Caravan, including pathways connecting UN Headquarters with the headquarters of the
UN Regional Commissions, as well as routes designed to maximize visibility and impact by
passing through major commercial ports and key global cities.

Mr. Chung Tam from the Global Supply Chain Classroom (GSCC) presented the Global
Sustainability Supply Chain Student Competition. The 2025 competition engaged 113
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teams from 75 schools across 23 countries, reflecting significant growth since 2023, with
notable increases in country participation, institutional engagement, and team
collaboration. Building on this momentum, the initiative is developing a comprehensive
leadership program that combines academic and experiential components, with a kick-off
event planned in Geneva in April 2026 and a pilot phase to be launched in partnership with
the Global Sustainable Transport Innovation and Knowledge Center (GSTIKC) in China.
Efforts are also underway to expand regional reach, including discussions to establish an
African knowledge hub in Morocco.

Supporting the High-level Meeting on Road Safety for maximum impact

The final session provided an opportunity to reflect on a major upcoming milestone, the
High-level Meeting on Road Safety. The UN Member States recently adopted the modalities
resolution, confirming that the meeting will be held on 20-21 July at the UN Headquarters
in New York. Mr. Nhan Tran from the World Health Organization (WHO) noted that the
themes of the substantive panel discussions of the event have already been decided,
including a focus on success stories from those countries that have made considerable
progress on road safety. These examples can showcase how long-term transport
investments, such as mass transit systems, can deliver road safety benefits alongside
broader sustainability gains. Mr. Tran emphasized the importance of aligning narratives,
ensuring that road safety is not treated in isolation but as an integral component of
sustainable transport under the UN Decade of Sustainable Transport. This will include
strengthening cross-sectoral government collaboration, and the opportunity to maximize
the impact of existing investments rather than calling solely for new resources. A multi-
stakeholder hearing is planned for early May as part of the preparatory process for the
High-level meeting.

Ms. Lotte Brondum from the Global Alliance of NGOs for Road Safety also noted the
importance of ensuring that road safety is squarely a part of the objectives of the UN
Decade of Sustainable Transport and appreciated an integrated approach that would seek
synergies and co-benefits. She emphasized the importance of effective outreach,
encouraging stakeholders to ensure that invitations and information about the High-level
Meeting reach Member States and that they are fully aware of the opportunities for
engagement within the established processes.

Mr. Greg Smith from iRAP welcomed the integration of road safety within the UN Decade of
Sustainable Transport and emphasized the importance of avoiding parallel processes by
ensuring a coherent, unified approach. They highlighted the value of existing tools and rich
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datasets, encouraging broader use across partners, while noting that road safety is still too
often treated as a purely technical issue rather than a fundamental enabler of sustainable
transport. iRAP stressed the need to better apply integrated frameworks such as “avoid-
shift-improve,” which have historically been unevenly implemented, and called for stronger
engagement with the private sector given its significant influence. They also underscored
the importance of recognizing infrastructure’s role in safety outcomes, improving
coordination among stakeholders, and using data to build a shared understanding and
align messaging more effectively.



