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Second Expert Group Meeting of the Multi-Stakeholder Advisory
Group to the 2026 ECOSOC Partnership Forum

2 March 2026, 09:30 AM - 10:30 AM (EST) (virtual meeting)
Summary

Introduction

The 2026 ECOSOC Partnership Forum was held on 27 January 2026 at the United Nations
Headquarters in New York under the theme, “Transformative, equitable, innovative and
coordinated actions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable
Development Goals for a sustainable future for all.”

As part of the follow-up to the Forum, a second Expert Group Meeting of the temporary, informal
Multi-Stakeholder Advisory Group to the 2026 ECOSOC Partnership Forum was convened
virtually on 2 March 2026. The meeting provided an opportunity for members of the Advisory
Group to reflect on key takeaways from the Forum and discuss possible follow-up actions to
strengthen the contribution of partnerships throughout the remainder of the 2026 ECOSOC cycle.

The discussion focused on three practical areas:

e Programme design, engagement and the role of the Advisory Group

e Strategic direction and partnerships over the next five years of SDG implementation

e Maximizing outcomes through stronger follow-up mechanisms and improved
preparation processes

Participants included members of the Advisory Group, with focal points of the SDG Action
Segments joining as observers.

Summary of meeting

Opening remarks

H.E. Mr. Lok Bahadur Thapa, President of ECOSOC, opened the meeting by thanking members of
the Multi-Stakeholder Advisory Group for their continued engagement in advancing the 2026
ECOSOC cycle and for their guidance in shaping the 2026 ECOSOC Partnership Forum. His
Excellency also expressed appreciation to the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (UN DESA) and the Department for General Assembly and Conference Management
(DGACM) for their dedicated support.

Reflecting on the 2026 ECOSOC Partnership Forum, the President noted that the Forum had
brought together Member States, civil society, the private sector, the United Nations system,
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youth and other stakeholders to consider how partnerships can “deliver better” by translating
commitments into visible results for people and communities.

The President shared four reflections emerging from the Forum to frame the discussion.

o First, as global pressures intensify, partnerships must increasingly be assessed less by
declarations and more by delivery. In a context of limited fiscal space, rising debt burdens
and widening inequalities, partnerships can help use scarce resources more effectively,
reduce fragmentation, build trust and extend support to contexts that no single actor can
reach alone.

e Second, delivering better requires stronger evidence and follow-up, including support for
proven and replicable approaches, clearer roles among partners and stronger
accountability.

e Third, demand-driven partnerships built on equal footing remain essential. Sustainable
solutions are strongest when shaped by those directly affected, and effective partnerships
begin with listening, fairer sharing of responsibilities and benefits, and responsiveness to
local realities.

¢ Finally, leaving no one behind remains central to his Presidency, including through a
strong focus on countries in special situations. Delivering better through partnerships
requires efforts that are aligned with national and local priorities and capable of reaching
those furthest behind first.

The President noted that these insights would inform the work of ECOSOC and its subsidiary
bodies throughout the year, including the ongoing mandated review of ECOSOC and the High-
level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). The President invited members to
provide practical recommendations that could be carried forward through the remainder of the
ECOSOC cycle.

Mr. Navid Hanif, Assistant Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, UN DESA,
welcomed members and highlighted that the Forum had taken place at a moment of profound
strain on multilateralism, yet participation from Member States, observers, United Nations
entities and stakeholders had remained strong.

Mr. Hanif emphasized four key messages emerging from the Forum.

e First, fragmentation is no longer a future risk but an operating reality. Multiple,
interlinked crises are placing increasing strain on existing cooperation models, making
coherence, coordination and results-oriented action more urgent.

e Second, partnerships must be treated as delivery mechanisms rather than optional
additions. Across all SDG Action Segments, participants emphasized that partnerships are
indispensable when demand-driven, aligned with national priorities and focused on
tangible results, particularly for countries and communities under greatest pressure.

e Third, results are essential to rebuilding trust. Partnerships that demonstrate concrete
impact help restore confidence in collective action, while accountability and evidence-
based delivery remain essential.

e Fourth, ECOSOC has a central role in connecting the dots across processes. Outcomes of
the Partnership Forum should inform the HLPF, reduce duplication across the UN system
and help identify what can be scaled and replicated.
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Mr. Hanif concluded that fragmentation makes progress harder, but acceleration remains
possible when partnerships and institutions operate coherently. He encouraged members to
focus their reflections on strengthening accountability, promoting learning and adapting
partnership approaches to a world where alignment must be actively built.

Review of the 2026 ECOSOC Partnership Forum

The Secretariat, represented by Mr. Ola Goransson, Sustainable Development Officer, Division for
Sustainable Development Goals, UN DESA, provided a brief overview of the Forum’s preparatory
process, participation and outputs.

He noted that the Forum benefited from broad stakeholder consultation, including UN DESA’s
online consultation which received 149 inputs from 49 countries. The Advisory Group had also
played an important role in shaping sessions, formats and speaker selection.

Despite severe weather conditions affecting travel to New York in late January, the Forum drew
strong participation across all sessions. The one-day programme included:

e 9 sessions, including 5 focused thematic discussions.

e 38 speakers.

e 2 keynote addresses.

e 33 interventions from Member States.

e 8 stakeholder interventions.

e 6 United Nations entities and 11 stakeholder groups contributed directly to the four SDG
Action Segments, while 25 side events were organized by a broad range of partners.

e More than 500 participants attended in person and over 7,000 followed online.

Mr. Goransson highlighted several outputs and key documents:

e Summary by the President of the Partnership Forum and Coordination Segment

e President’s Informal Note on Forum outcomes

e UNDESA’s 2026 edition of the Partnership Snapshot, featuring 12 partnerships across the
Goals in focus

e aForum impact report was under preparation.

Key messages from dialogue with members

The open dialogue with members of the Advisory Group was moderated by Ms. Naiara Costa,
Senior Sustainable Development Officer, Division for Sustainable Development Goals, UN DESA.

The following key messages synthesize reflections shared during the meeting and in written
submissions received.

The Advisory Group as an important consultative mechanism

e Members broadly viewed the Multi-Stakeholder Advisory Group as a valuable governance
innovation that strengthens inclusiveness in the Forum’s preparation.

e Several members noted that the Advisory Group should be used more systematically
throughout the planning, conduct and follow-up of the Forum, including earlier and more
structured exchanges with the ECOSOC Bureau.
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Several members proposed expanding the Advisory Group’s role by inviting members to
identify annual priority partnership areas, highlight key success factors and challenges
for partnerships, and contribute more directly to shaping elements of the Forum
programme.

Members also suggested that more interactive formats, including pre-Forum virtual
roundtables with the Bureau, could strengthen substantive exchange.

From dialogue to implementation

Members consistently emphasized that the Forum should evolve further from dialogue
toward implementation.

While the Forum generates valuable exchanges of practice and ideas, stronger
mechanisms are needed to connect discussions to follow-up actions, measurable
commitments and investment pathways.

Several members proposed voluntary follow-up frameworks, clearer tracking of
partnerships presented during the Forum and stronger articulation of next steps after
each Forum.

It was also suggested that the Forum should more clearly identify implementation
bottlenecks emerging from Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs), Financing for
Development discussions and other intergovernmental processes, and then mobilize
partnerships to respond.

Stronger links across the ECOSOC cycle

Members emphasized that the Partnership Forum should not remain a stand-alone
annual event.

Several participants stressed that the Forum should be more clearly positioned as an
entry point into the broader ECOSOC cycle, with stronger references to Forum outcomes
in subsequent meetings such as Financing for Development, STI discussions and the HLPF.
It was suggested that Forum outcomes and recommendations should be carried into later
ECOSOC processes more visibly, including through official side events and references in
formal programmes.

Several members stressed that this would help reinforce the Forum's strategic relevance
and maintain stakeholder motivation.

Partnerships must increasingly address multiple SDGs together

Several members reiterated that future Forums should move beyond treating SDGs only
as separate thematic tracks.

Partnerships increasingly address interconnected issues across infrastructure, resilience,
service delivery, climate adaptation, housing, care systems and financing.

Future editions of the Forum could therefore place greater emphasis on multi-SDG
partnerships and cross-cutting partnership challenges, including financing, scaling,
coordination and accountability.

Regional and local dimensions matter

Strong emphasis was placed on better integrating regional and local dimensions.



e Regional forums for sustainable development were highlighted as important partnership
incubators that can identify practical initiatives and elevate regional priorities.

e Local and regional governments stressed that sustainable urban development
demonstrates how multiple global challenges intersect at the local and regional level.

e Local government representatives emphasized that multilevel governance must remain
central and that local and regional governments should be recognized not only as
implementers but also as political actors and co-creators of policy.

e Several members stressed that stronger connections between global frameworks and
implementation at the local and regional level should remain a distinctive contribution of
the Forum.

Inclusiveness must translate into influence

e Members welcomed broad participation but stressed that inclusiveness must increasingly
translate into actual influence on outcomes and follow-up.

e Structural barriers remain significant, including visa constraints, financial limitations,
unequal civic space and accessibility challenges.

e Hybrid participation was widely supported as a permanent structural pillar rather than
an exceptional arrangement.

e Several participants emphasized that accessibility should be systematically
mainstreamed through interpretation, captioning and inclusive formats.

e Youth participation was highlighted as especially important when embedded across all
thematic discussions rather than confined to dedicated youth spaces.

e Written youth inputs stressed that young people should increasingly participate as
substantive contributors across sectors, including as scientists, entrepreneurs and
sectoral experts.

Capacity building and enabling partnership ecosystems

e Many members stressed that effective partnerships require stronger capacities, policies
and enabling environments.

e Governments and institutions often face constraints in designing and sustaining
transformational collaborations, including limited fiscal space, fragmented mandates and
insufficient institutional support.

e Several participants noted that these issues have been raised repeatedly over many years
and that more systematic capacity development is needed.

e Suggestions included implementation clinics, partnership support platforms and more
structured intersessional work involving funders, governments and technical actors.

e The importance of country-level capacity building and stronger support to local
implementation was emphasized.

Financing and accountability

e Financing emerged repeatedly as a key enabler of stronger partnerships.

e Members called for stronger links between partnership discussions and financing
pathways, including blended finance, public-private models and clearer partnership
pipelines.



e Several participants stressed that accountability frameworks must remain central and
that partnerships showcased at the Forum should increasingly present measurable
outputs and realistic pathways to scale.

e Simpler reporting formats were also encouraged, with targeted short documents seen as
more useful for stakeholders.

Science, evidence and data

e Members emphasized the importance of evidence-based partnerships.

e Scientific communities, research institutions and local data systems were identified as
important contributors to stronger partnership design and evaluation.

e Localization evidence, including reporting by local and regional governments, was
highlighted as especially valuable for demonstrating what works in practice.

Closing remarks

In his closing remarks, H.E. Mr. Lok Bahadur Thapa thanked members for their time, thoughtful
insights and continued dedication to making the 2026 ECOSOC Partnership Forum inclusive,
impactful and action oriented.

Looking ahead, members were encouraged to remain engaged throughout the 2026 ECOSOC
cycle, including during the spring meetings of ECOSOC and the 2026 High-level Political Forum

on Sustainable Development.

In concluding, the President emphasized that the many suggestions shared would help strengthen
efforts to ensure that partnerships continue to deliver concrete results for people and
communities.

Members of the Advisory Group (2026)
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H.E. Mr. Burhan Gafoor - Permanent Representative of Singapore to the UN

H.E. Mr. Ricklef Johannes Beutin — Permanent Representative of Germany to the UN

Mr. Leonard Zulu - UN Resident Coordinator in Uganda

Ms. Therese Bennich - Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI)

Mr. Roberto Borrero - International Indian Treaty Council / Indigenous Peoples Major
Group

Ms. Thilmeeza Hussain - UN Regional Commissions New York Office

Professor Taikan Oki - University of Tokyo

Ms. Walaa ElHusseiny - UN Global Compact Egypt

Ms. Renata Juliotti — African Descent Stakeholder Group / MGOS Coordination Mechanism
Mr. Riad Meddeb - Sustainable Energy Hub, UNDP

Ms. Norine Kennedy - USCIB / Business and Industry Major Group

Mr. Darian Stibbe - The Partnering Initiative

Ms. Lucie Brigham - UN Office for Partnerships

Mr. Danish Tariq - SAARC Youth Platform / Children and Youth Major Group

Mr. Elizeu de Oliveira Chaves Junior — UN Youth Office

Ms. Bernadia Irawati Tjandradewi - UCLG ASPAC / Local and Regional Governments
Major Group

Ms. Gabriela Ivan - International Science Council / Science and Technology Major Group
Mr. Chikezie Godwin Anyanwu - UN Development Coordination Office

Ms. Kereeta Whyte - Office of the President of the General Assembly

Ms. Maria del Pilar Garrido Gonzalo - OECD Development Assistance Committee

Ms. Emma Torres - Sustainable Development Solutions Network

Ms. Susanne Salz - Partnerships2030 (BMZ/GIZ)
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