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Key messages from the SDG 6 Expert Group Meeting
In-Person, 27 January 2026

Dakar, Senegal | Hosted during the High-Level Preparatory Meeting UN Water Conference in
collaboration with FAO

Support technological and innovative solutions to increase water efficiency

- Strengthen water data systems, including through geospatial and digital monitoring
tools for near real-time water management to support real time water management.

- Scale wastewater treatment, and reuse using circular economy approaches,
desalination, to ensure efficiencies and to take advantage of new technologies to
conserve water resources.

- Expand solar-powered irrigation and agrivoltaics.

- Implementirrigation scheduling and modernized infrastructure to maximize
water-use efficiency in agriculture.

- Adopt low-cost, community-managed nature-based solutions (NBS) and
water-harvesting systems.

Restore, protect, and sustainably use freshwater ecosystems

- Investin restoration and conservation of rivers, wetlands, and watersheds to
reverse the loss of freshwater biodiversity and enhance sustainable water
management.

- Guarantee environmental flows to sustain ecosystem services including water
regulation, food production, energy reliability and climate resilience.



Strengthen river basin institutions to support resilient and integrated water
governance.

Integrate ecosystem-based approaches and aquifer protection into core planning
and infrastructure investments.

Ensure that ecosystem protection and restoration are integrated across WASH and
broader water discussions, recognizing that healthy freshwater systems are
foundational to sustainable service delivery and climate resilience.

Strengthen water finance

Bring long-term private capital into the sector by reducing fragmentation and
shifting from grey-infrastructure-only models.

Use concessional and blended finance to de-risk investments and unlock scale.
Promote public-private partnership and develop bankable projects for sustainable
water management, tailored to the particular context and with clear investment
plans.

Strengthen inclusive water governance across sectors

Enhance equitable water access and use. Include farmers, who are major water
users, in water governance and systems design to reflect food-water-energy
interdependencies.

Reinforce oversight mechanisms and public financial accountability to ensure that
water and sanitation investments reach intended communities.

Address governance failures that undermine service delivery and prioritize
transparency in resource allocation.

Support local communities, farmers, and rural livelihoods

Scale farmer-led, decentralized water infrastructure powered by renewables,
enabling year-round production.

Invest in watershed and catchment management as economic infrastructure,
reducing hydrological risk and stabilizing flows.



Affirm water and sanitation as human rights obligations

- Reinforce the responsibility of governments to guarantee universal access to safe
drinking water and sanitation, particularly for marginalized, Indigenous and rural
communities.

- Strengthen community management models and secure water tenure rights.

Embed gender in SDG 6 implementation as well as in data and inclusive indicators

Integrate gender-responsive planning and budgeting in WASH strategies.
- Promote women’s equal participation and leadership in water governance.

- Recognize and redistribute unpaid care work related to water collection and
household water management.

- Improve measurement frameworks by incorporating sex-disaggregated data and
addressing gender gaps in monitoring systems, including menstrual hygiene
management and women’s participation in policymaking.



