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Key messages from the SDG 7 Expert Group Meeting
In-Person, 25 - 26 March 2026

Geneva, Switzerland | In collaboration with UN-Energy and UNECE

The following is a brief overview of key messages emerging from recent consultations on the
review of SDG7. The Expert Group Meeting on SDG7 will be held on March 25-26 in Geneva.
Full summary of SDG7 EGM, including list of recommendations will be made accessible here.

1)

2)

Energy is at the heart of today’s most critical challenges. Since the adoption of SDG7
in 2015, we have witnessed the critical role that energy plays in all aspects of
sustainable development — including poverty eradication, gender equality, income
equality, education, health. Energy continues to play a significant role in addressing
climate change and environment degradation. And of course, it is now more and
even clear that energy also is at the heart of the challenges of peace and security. It
is therefore clear that accelerating SDG7 and achieving it by 2030 must remain a top
priority if we are serious about achieving the entirety of the 2030 Agenda, while
tackling today’s interconnected poly-crises of development, of climate change, of
war on nature and of peace and security.

Progress on SDG7 is underway and is unstoppable. Over the past 10 years, the world
has made tremendous progress on energy access while energy transition has become
effectively unstoppable, demonstrating also the potential of SDG7 as one of the most
transformative development drivers.

B Major expansion of renewable energy deployment reaching records high in
recent years

B Significant cost reduction in clean energy technologies, with over 90% of new
renewable projects globally more cost-competitive than fossil fuel alternatives.

B  Meaningful improvement in energy access in many regions, including in
electricity provision and clean cooking. Almost 92 percent of the world’s
population now has access to electricity, in contrast to 87 percent in 2010

B Jobs and employment in the renewable energy industry.
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This is a goal that is advancing and the progress is one of the highlights of the 2030
Agenda.

While progress has been impressive, we are still off track on achieving SDG7 by 2030
and the pace and scale is not where it needs to be. Progress remains slow and
uneven. We continue to see regional and technological disparities across many parts
of the world.

- Over 600 million people continue to live without electricity access. The growth
rate for electricity access needs to accelerate sharply to reach universal access by
2030 — decentralized solutions are key for this.

- 2.1 billion people continue to use harmful fuels for cooking their food and heating
their homes. Clean cooking requires dedicated political attention, financing
strategies, nuanced technical solutions and delivery mechanisms.

- The share of total final energy consumptions from RE was around 18 %.
investment and infrastructure are concentrated in wealthier economies, while
many of the most climate-vulnerable countries face the greatest barriers to
finance. At this pace, the transition risks reinforcing global inequalities rather
than reducing them. Africa, for example, holds 60% of the world’s best solar
potential but receives less than 2% of global clean energy investment

- Energy efficiency is often overlooked but remains critical for affordability,
security and emissions reduction. Energy efficiency is often the fastest and most
cost-effective route to reduce bills, improve competitiveness, and strengthen
energy security. Given the sluggish advancement since 2015, energy intensity
now needs to improve at an annual rate of 4 percent from 2022 onward to
achieve SDG 7.3.

To achieve universal access and just energy transition by 2030, we must urgently
accelerate progress on SDG7 to fully realize its catalytical potential.

We must overcome barriers to implementation and for that we need all hands on
deck. Many countries around the world continue to face major barriers in
implementation of SDG7, including lack of access to adequate financing, limited
capacities to design and implement sound policies and enabling environments,
quality data and monitoring systems, access to technology and innovation.
Governments, private sector, civil society, multilateral and bilateral agencies, think
tanks, academia, women and youth — all have key roles to play. We must foster
international cooperation to enhance dialogue on energy to and strengthen political
commitment, and mobilize action at all levels. The Global Plan of Action for the
Extended Decade of Sustainable Energy for All is a vehicle in that regard and the UN
stands ready support and catalyse Member States’ and all other stakeholders’ efforts
towards accelerating progress and reaching SDG7 by 2030.

Lastly, we know that energy will remain at the centre of global challenges, including
climate change, development, peace and security for the foreseeable future. It is
therefore critical that energy plays a key role in a post-2030 framework, while
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recognizing lessons learned and achievements over the last decade and the evolving
context of energy issues since 2015.



