PART A - FOSTERING RESILIENT PROSPERITY IN SIDS

1. Enhanced UN System Support for achieving Resilient Prosperity in SIDS (FOR UN system
response ONLY)

Using the UN implementation Matrix ONLY (attached) to guide feedback, briefly elaborate on any
resilience building interventions or strategies (proactive or preventative) that will be implemented at
national or regional levels aimed specifically at improving resilience in SIDS. Please include
indications of resource allocations, if available (600 words).

ABAS paragraph A (d) Increase investments in small island developing States by strengthening
capacity for resource mobilization, investment flows monitoring, firm-level data collection and
analysis, as well as trade-related support to strengthen investment promotion agencies in small
island developing States to attract stable and development-conducive foreign direct investment
and other private capital flows, in accordance with national circumstances, priorities and
legislation;

e The International Trade Centre (ITC), in partnership with the Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States and the World Trade Organization, supported six OECS countries in
conducting investment facilitation assessments to improve transparency, streamline
procedures, and strengthen conditions for foreign direct investment. In collaboration with
the Inter-American Development Bank and the WTO, ITC also supported assessments in
Barbados, Ecuador, Suriname, and Belize, and co-organized a regional roundtable in May
2025 to strengthen technical knowledge and awareness.

e |TC also supported the Tourism Roadmap of the Kingdom of Tonga (2025-2030),
underpinned by the Tourism and Hospitality Investment Plan, providing a comprehensive
assessment and operational guidance for tourism investment. ITC further strengthened
engagement between Pacific SMEs and European partners through the first EU-Pacific
Business Forum, generating investment-oriented recommendations in priority sectors
including the blue economy, renewable energy, digital connectivity, climate resilience, and
agri-food.

ABAS paragraph B (a) (i) Taking urgent actions to hold the increase in the global average
temperature to well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and pursue efforts to limit
the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to accelerate
action in this critical decade on the basis of the best available science, reflecting equity and the
principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities in the light of
different national circumstances and in the context of sustainable development and efforts to
eradicate poverty [Request for ITC to contribute to this section]

e |ITC completed a national strategy on trade and climate change in Mauritius with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Regional Integration. ITC also
strengthened the capacity of MSMEs and business support organizations to use
environmental data and apply the Green Performance Toolkit through targeted virtual and
in-country training, enabling enterprises to improve sustainability performance and
competitiveness.

ABAS paragraph H (a) (iv) Assisting the development of policies and legislation to create an
enabling environment to boost digital transformation, innovation, enhance digital infrastructure
and connectivity, bridge digital divides, enhance digital skills, support government digital services
and digital public infrastructure, and leverage science and technology, including new and emerging



technology and artificial intelligence, taking into account the unique needs of small island
developing States; [Request for ITC to contribute to this section]

e |TC supported digital transformation and statistical capacity in SIDS. In Jamaica, ITC assisted
the government in modernizing its digital regulatory environment to foster e-commerce and
enable MSMEs to participate more effectively in digital trade. In Mauritius, ITC strengthened
national statistical capacity through training on ICT trade data collection and dissemination.
In Solomon Islands, ITC enhanced tourism and services trade data management by
supporting system development and strengthening technical skills to enable evidence-based
planning.

e ITC delivered training in Trinidad and Tobago to assist government officials and private
sector stakeholders to strengthen their capacity to identify new export opportunities,
examine untapped export potential, and better understand market access conditions.

e |ITC maintained and updated customized, embedded market analysis tools across SIDS,
notably the SIDS Trade Tracker, Export Potential Map Dominican Republic, Export Potential
Map Cariforum, Trade Map Bahamas, Trade Map OECS, Trade Map Mauritius, Trade Map Fiji
and Trade Map Cuba.

ABAS paragraph I (a) (iv) Developing policies, strategies and norms to promote employment and
reduce unemployment and underemployment, by promoting skills development and productivity,
technology transfer on mutually agreed terms and experience-sharing that respond to evolving job
markets and reducing barriers to employment, especially for youth and women; [Request for ITC
to contribute to this section]

e |ITC supported productive capacity and employment generation through a National Export
Strategy for Trinidad and Tobago and a Creative Industries Strategy for The Bahamas. These
strategies addressed policy, institutional, and enterprise-level constraints, aligning skills
development and enterprise upgrading with global market demand. Through stakeholder-
driven diagnostics and implementation frameworks, the initiatives promote productivity,
technology transfer, and public-private collaboration, while reducing structural employment
barriers, particularly for youth and women, and supporting more diversified and resilient
economies.

ABAS paragraph J (a) (i) Expanding and diversifying partnerships with local authorities, civil society
and non-governmental organizations, foundations, the private sector, academia and international
financial institutions to implement the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing
States;

e |TCsigned a memorandum of understanding with the Government of Grenada to support
the National Sargassum Task Force and advance sargassum valorisation through
strengthened supply chains, market development, and policy frameworks under the EU
Global Gateway. This initiative supports sustainable and inclusive value chains, enhancing
food and energy security, coastal livelihoods, and tourism resilience in Caribbean SIDS.

e |TCsigned an MOU with the Guyana Manufacturing & Services Association to collaborate
with financial institutions and launch the ‘Uncapped Marketplace’ platform, that facilitates
online commerce for agribusiness in local and regional markets.

ABAS paragraph J (a) (iii) Leveraging North-South, triangular and South-South cooperation,
including SIDS-to-SIDS, to mobilize human, financial, technical and technological resources, while



recalling that South-South cooperation is not a substitute for, but rather a complement to, North-
South cooperation. [Request for ITC to contribute to this section]

ITC supported regional integration through engagement with Timor-Leste, contributing to its
accession to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations by strengthening regulatory
alignment and improving the investment environment. ITC also promoted South-South
cooperation in Africa by improving trade data transparency in Comoros, Guinea-Bissau,
Mauritius, Sdo Tomé and Principe, and Seychelles. In the Pacific, ITC facilitated regional
knowledge exchange, including cooperation between kava producers in Fiji and Vanuatu and
a Pacific Women in Export workshop that strengthened the marketing and branding
capabilities of nearly 50 women entrepreneurs from Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu
and Papua New Guinea.



