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Briefing on the outcomes of Expert Group Meetings on in-focus SDGs in preparation for 

the 2026 High-level Political Forum 

Draft Remarks  

Friday, 13 March 2026 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM  l Conference Room 6 

Ms. Lotta Tähtinen, Director, OISC 

 

Excellencies, 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this briefing on the outcomes of the 

preparatory Expert Group Meetings, held in advance of the in-depth reviews of several 

Sustainable Development Goals at the 2026 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development. 

 

The data reveals that only 35% of SDG targets are on track or making moderate 

progress. Nearly half show insufficient progress, and almost one fifth are moving 

backwards. 

 

Despite gains in areas such as social protection, education, and digital 

connectivity, the pace of change is far too slow to meet the 2030 targets.  

 

This paints a stark picture of global development at a crossroads. Several critical 

gaps in SDG implementation have emerged, underscoring the urgency for renewed 

global commitment and systemic transformation. 
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The theme of the 2026 High Level Political Forum (HLPF) is “Transformative, 

equitable, innovative and coordinated actions for the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs for a 

sustainable future for all”.  

 

The session is an important opportunity to take stock of progress, identify 

solutions and accelerate action during this final stretch toward 2030 Agenda. This year, 

the Forum will conduct an in-depth review of an interconnected cluster of SDGs, namely 

6 (Water and sanitation), 7 (Sustainable Energy), 9 (Infrastructure, Industrialization, and 

Innovation), 11 (Sustainable cities and Communities), and 17 (Partnerships and means 

of implementation). 

 

To support these reviews, UN DESA together with partners across the UN 

system, convened a series of Expert Group Meetings on several of the in-focus SDGs – 

including SDG 6, 9, and 11, with the EGM for SDG 7 taking place later this month.  

 

We are grateful for the collaboration across the UN system in organizing these 

meetings, in particular with our partners UNIDO, UN-Habitat, UN-Energy, and FAO.  

 

The expert meetings benefited from the active engagement of Major Groups and 

other Stakeholders. Experts from academia, civil society, international organizations, 

youth and the private sector shared research, practical experience and ideas for 

accelerating progress on the Goals under review. 

 

The meetings were structured to assess progress to date on each SDG, to 

identify current challenges and opportunities for accelerating achievements, and to 

highlight innovative solutions for advancing interlinked progress across Goals and 

Targets. SDG 17 was also considered across each of these discussions. 

 

The discussions also highlighted the need to address emerging trade-offs. 

 

For example, the rapid expansion of Artificial Intelligence offers enormous 

opportunities for innovation and economic growth. Yet the infrastructure that supports 
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these technologies - including large data centres - requires significant energy and water 

resources. Managing these trade-offs will be essential to ensure that technological 

progress supports, rather than undermines, sustainable development. 

 

Participants also stressed the importance of stronger partnerships across sectors 

and levels of governance. Many of the solutions discussed rely on collaboration 

between governments, local authorities, businesses, research institutions and 

communities. 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

We hope the insights from these discussions will support your preparations for 

the High-Level Political Forum and its Ministerial Declaration.  

 

The focus now must be on practical action - scaling solutions that work and 

strengthening cooperation to support countries facing the greatest challenges. 

 

All of us at DESA stand ready to support Member States in advancing the 

transformations needed to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

I thank you.  

 

****** 


