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Excellencies,

Distinguished delegates,

Distinguished partners and stakeholders,
Colleagues,

Thank you for the opportunity to share key messages emerging from the Expert Group Meeting
on SDG 11 convened by UN-Habitat and the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (UN-DESA) in Nairobi, Kenya, from 20 to 21 January 2026, in preparation for the
review of Sustainable Development Goal 11 at the 2026 High-level Political Forum.

The meeting brought together 44 experts and stakeholders from across the SDG 11 community,
including representatives from academia, civil society, local and regional government networks,
multilateral institutions, the United Nations system and specialized organizations working on
housing, urban planning, transport, waste, labour, food systems and urban data.

Three main messages emerged.

First, progress on SDG 11 remains uneven and insufficient, and the world is not on track to
achieve the Goal by 2030.

Experts stressed that sustainable urbanization remains central to the achievement of the 2030
Agenda, but implementation has not kept pace with the scale, speed and complexity of urban
change. While progress has been made in some areas, major gaps persist across housing, basic
services, transport, public space, resilience and urban governance.

Particular concern was expressed regarding housing and informal settlements, with the global
housing crisis recognized as one of the most critical challenges to achieving SDG 11. Experts
warned that the world is producing new slum dwellers faster than it is upgrading existing slums.
The number of people living in slums and informal settlements therefore continues to rise in
absolute terms, despite progress in some regions in reducing the share of the urban population
living in such conditions. Today, an estimated 1.2 billion people live in slums or informal
settlements, while around 3 billion people globally experience some form of housing inadequacy,
including lack of adequate shelter, secure tenure or basic services.

Participants emphasized that housing must be recognized as central to accelerating SDG 11, the
2030 Agenda and other relevant global agendas. It was further noted that responses to the global
housing crisis should avoid forced evictions and instead prioritize inclusive, participatory and
rights-based approaches, including slum upgrading, access to basic services, land tenure security
and integrated housing policies.



Second, significant progress has been made in SDG 11 monitoring, but persistent urban
data gaps remain a major constraint.

Since 2015, most SDG 11 indicators have reached Tier I or Tier II status, reflecting stronger
methodologies and improved data availability. Advances in geospatial technologies, Earth
Observation and other innovative tools have strengthened monitoring for several targets,
including those related to urban expansion, access to public transport, public open space and
disaster risk reduction.

At the same time, experts emphasized that major data gaps continue to limit effective
policymaking and implementation. In many countries, urban data systems remain fragmented,
under-resourced and weakly connected across levels of government. Slums, informal settlements
and peri-urban areas often remain undercounted or invisible in official systems. There is an
urgent need for more disaggregated urban data, including by income, gender, disability,
migration status and location, as well as stronger integration of statistical, administrative and
geospatial data. Participants stressed that urban data should be treated as a public good and
supported through open, interoperable and collaborative systems. In this regard, the Global
Urban Data Coalition, established by UN-Habitat as a multi-stakeholder platform, provides a
relevant mechanism for strengthening collaboration, harmonization, and investment in urban data
systems.

Third, stronger localization, multi-level governance and partnerships are essential to
accelerate implementation.

Experts emphasized that SDG 11 cannot be achieved without empowered local and regional
governments, stronger coordination across levels of government, and more coherent alignment
between planning, financing, implementation and reporting. Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs)
were highlighted as an important mechanism for localization, accountability and policy
coherence. Participants also stressed the importance of strengthening linkages between VLRs
and Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs).

The meeting further underscored the importance of science, technology and innovation in
advancing SDG 11, while cautioning that digital divides and unequal access to technological
resources must be addressed. Equitable partnerships, local capacity and open data ecosystems
will be critical to ensuring that innovation contributes to inclusive and sustainable urban
development.

Across the discussions, experts also stressed that SDG 11 is closely linked to other Goals under
review in 2026, particularly those related to water and sanitation, energy, infrastructure and
partnerships. Integrated urban approaches are therefore essential to maximize synergies, manage
trade-offs and accelerate progress across the 2030 Agenda.

Based on these discussions, the meeting identified several priority actions, including (1)
strengthening integrated national and local urban data systems; (i1) prioritizing housing



adequacy, informal settlements and slum upgrading and universal access to basic services; (iii)
empowering local governments through stronger mandates, financing and institutional capacity;
and (iv) reinforcing international cooperation and partnerships to support sustainable urban
development, particularly in developing countries.

The Expert Group Meeting reaffirmed that SDG 11 is both an intrinsically important stand-alone
Goal and a critical enabler of the wider 2030 Agenda. The 2026 HLPF review offers an
important opportunity to renew political commitment, strengthen implementation, and place
housing, inclusion, localization and urban data at the centre of efforts to accelerate progress.

UN-Habitat remains committed to working with Member States, UN-DESA, the wider United
Nations system, local and regional governments and all partners and stakeholders to advance
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable cities and human settlements for all.

Thank you.



