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Excellencies, distinguished colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to present the key findings of the Expert Group Meeting on
SDG 9 which focuses on building resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive
and sustainable industrialization, and fostering innovation.

The meeting was convened in Vienna in February 2026 by UNIDO and UN
DESA and brought together more than seventy experts from academia,
international organizations, the private sector and civil society.

Their task was simple but urgent: To assess where the world stands on SDG 9
and to identify practical policy priorities to accelerate progress before the
2030 deadline.

One message emerged clearly from the discussions: SDG 9 is not just one goal
among many. It is the productive foundation of the entire 2030 Agenda.



Infrastructure, industry and innovation are the systems that generate jobs,
raise productivity, enable technological progress and support sustainable
economic transformation. Without strong productive capacities, it becomes
extremely difficult to achieve progress on many other goals - from poverty
reduction and decent work to climate action and the energy transition.

In this sense, SDG 9 can be seen as the production engine of sustainable
development.

However, the meeting also highlighted that global progress toward SDG 9
remains uneven and insufficient:

e On the positive side, global investment in research and development
continues to expand, rising steadily by over 5 percent annually, and
digital connectivity has increased rapidly in many regions. 96 percent of
the world’s population now has access to mobile networks.

e At the same time, progress in other areas has been slower.
Industrialization has stagnated in several regions. Especially most
countries in Africa and Latin America have registered either negative or
insignificant progress across all industry-related SDG 9 indicators.

e Infrastructure gaps remain large, and many developing countries still
face significant constraints in building domestic technological
capabilities. When it comes to medium and high-tech manufacturing,
only high-income industrial economies have shown an increase. While
accounting for 48 percent of total manufacturing in Europe and North
America, it only account for 16 percent in sub-Saharan Africa.

e Global manufacturing output has continued to grow, and
manufacturing value added per capita reached a record level in recent



years. However, this growth has not translated into a similar expansion
of manufacturing employment, raising important questions about how
inclusive industrial development has been. Only Asia and Oceania have
shown simultaneous growth in the share of manufacturing in GDP and
in total employment, indicating a sustained path towards
industrialization. In contrast, Latin America, Northern America and
Europe are experiencing de-industrialization, reflected in declining
shares of manufacturing in both GDP and employment.

e Lastly, improvements in energy efficiency have slowed emissions
growth in some sectors. Evidence points to a decoupling of CO;
emissions from manufacturing activities. However, industrial emissions
overall remain high and the transition toward sustainable production
remains incomplete.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Perhaps most importantly, SDG 9 is being pursued in a rapidly changing global
environment. Three major transformations are reshaping the landscape for
industrial development.

e First, we are witnessing the return of industrial policy as a central tool
of economic strategy. Governments around the world are increasingly
linking industrial policy to economic security and resilience,
technological competitiveness, and the green transition.

e Second, global supply chains are reshaped by geopolitical tensions,
changing trade patterns, climate impact and sustainability regulations.
Above all, the energy transition and the expansion of digital
technologies are driving strong demand for critical minerals and new



industrial materials. Many developing countries hold significant
reserves of these resources, creating new opportunities for economic
development. But without deliberate policies and strategies, these
opportunities may simply reinforce traditional patterns of commodity
dependence rather than support local value addition.

e Third, the rapid development of digital technologies and artificial
intelligence is transforming production systems across sectors. Apart
from large-scale data centers and advanced language models, Al is
already being used in manufacturing to improve productivity, optimize
energy use and strengthen supply chain management. But digital
divides remain large. Even though R&D from the Global South is growing,
many countries still lack the infrastructure, data systems and skills to
fully participate in this technological transformation.

Against this backdrop, the meeting identified nine key policy priorities to
accelerate progress toward SDG 9:

e First, countries should strengthen mission-oriented and adaptive
industrial policies that support the building of domestic productive
capacities and enhance economic security, while aligning industrial
development with international trade and investment frameworks and
climate strategies.

e Second, governments should create predictable and inclusive
regulatory environments that provide policy certainty and enable
technological upgrading and participation of small and medium-sized
enterprises in industrial activity, including those in the informal sector.



Third, there is an urgent need to mobilize and align financing for
structural transformation. Progress on infrastructure, industry and
innovation requires large-scale and long-term investment. In the
context of declining official development assistance, this will require
stronger partnerships between governments, development finance
institutions and the private sector, including those for derisking
investments through blended financing.

Fourth, countries should focus on building integrated industrial
ecosystems and value chains. Development strategies should
strengthen industrial clusters and linkages across supply chains—from
raw materials and processing to local manufacturing, recycling and
innovation. They should move from linear value chains to circular
models and support SMEs to comply with traceability and other
standards applied in global value chains.

Fifth, investment in resilient and enabling infrastructure systems
remains essential. Reliable energy systems, efficient transport networks,
digital connectivity, modern logistics systems and national quality
infrastructure are fundamental foundations for economic development.

Sixth, data and digital systems should be treated as strategic
infrastructure. Digital public infrastructure, effective data governance
and interoperable digital systems are essential for enabling innovation
and ensuring that digital transformation benefits all countries.

Seventh, countries must strengthen skills development, innovation
ecosystems and technology diffusion. Stronger collaboration between
universities, research institutions and industry, including at the



international level, is essential to translate knowledge into economic
productivity.

e Eighth, countries should adopt systems-based approaches, which
transcend individual policy domains and are rooted in evidence, to
guide progress on infrastructure, industry and innovation. This includes
developing integrated national transition roadmaps, using modelling
tools such as digital twins for better planning, and creating living
laboratories where governments, firms and researchers can test new
solutions.

e Finally, industrial development must be inclusive. Women, youth, small
enterprises and workers in informal sectors must have access to
opportunities created by industrial transformation. Regional
cooperation and South—South partnerships can play an important role
in supporting this inclusive development.

Excellencies,

The discussions during the EGM made it clear that accelerating progress
toward SDG 9 requires more than isolated policy initiatives. It requires
integrated systems of infrastructure, industry, innovation, financing, skills
development, trade and climate action working together.

A full report with the outcomes of the EGM will be posted on the website of
the HLPF soon and we encourage you all to read it.

With only four years remaining until 2030, the window for action is narrowing.
But the opportunities for transformation are also growing—through



technological innovation, new industrial strategies and stronger international

cooperation.

If we act decisively, SDG 9 can fulfill its role as the engine of productive
transformation and help drive progress across the entire 2030 Agenda.

Rest assured that UNIDO is here to support you through our policy advice and
technical assistance, as well as concrete projects and solutions on the ground.

Thank you very much.



