
National Workshop for the Technical Validation of the Voluntary Local Review Reports in the Context 
of the SDGs 

Matola, Mozambique (Platinum Lodge) 

26-27 February 2026

Workshop Programme 

Day One 

8:30 - 09:00 Participant Registration 

09:00-10:00 

Official Opening Session 
- Welcome and strategic objectives of the seminar

- Mr. Eugeniu Rotaru, Charge’ d’Affaires ad interim, Embassy of Italy in
Mozambique

- Ms. Catherine Sozi, United Nations Resident Coordinator in Mozambique

- H.E. Mr. Henriques Bongence, Secretary of State of Maputo Province

- H.E. Mr. Salim Valá, Minister of Planning and Development

Overview of the main purpose of the workshop 

- Ms. Cristina Matusse, National Director of Planning, MPD

- Ms. Carol Pollack, Senior Sustainable Development Officer, UN DESA

10:00-11:00 

Session 1: Setting the National Context 

This session will provide an overview of the national, regional and international frameworks that guide 
sustainable development in Mozambique. 

Moderator: Mr. Paulino Francisco Naife, Maputo Province, Director of SPEF 

- Ms. Lusungu Kayani, Social Affairs Officer, UN Economic Commission for
Africa – International and regional perspectives on SDG implementation

- Ms. Cristina Matusse, National Director of Planning, MPD- National
Development Strategy and Agenda 2030 in Mozambique - Progress and
Challenges

Discussion 
- Questions and clarifications

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break 

11:30-12:45 

Session 2: Thematic Session: Data and Indicators 

This session will focus on the use of quantitative and qualitative data in monitoring progress towards 
global goals at the national and sub-national levels. It will provide an opportunity for discussion regarding 
how district and municipal governments have accessed data for VLRs and for development planning, as 
well as existing challenges and innovative approaches. 
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Moderator: Mr. Maela Venancio Mapoissa, Deputy National Director of Monitoring 
and Evaluation (DNMA), MPD 

- Ms. Marta Chaquisse, Director of DICRE/Instituto Nacional de Estatística
(INE) – Data for SDGs and NDS monitoring and evaluation at national and sub-
national levels: opportunities and challenges (15 minutes)

- Mr. Pedro Laice, National Association of Municipalities of Mozambique
(ANAMM) (15 minutes)

- Mr. Asif Wazir, Technical Specialist - P&D, United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) – Opportunities and challenges on producing and using local data (15
minutes)

Guiding questions: 

1. What are the challenges regarding data in monitoring and reviewing the sub-

national implementation of the 2030 Agenda?

2. How should data comparability and suitability for the local context be balanced?

What data is available?

3. How best to analyse and communicate information on data so that it can be used

as broadly as possible?

Discussion (30 minutes) 
- Questions and comments from participants

12:45-13:45 Lunch 

13:45-15:15 

Session 3a: SDG Implementation and the Voluntary Local Review in Monapo, 
Gondola and Manhiça: The Perspective of Civil Society on Challenges and 
Opportunities 

This session will focus on the experience of civil society organizations participating in SDG acceleration 
and national and local reporting on SDG implementation. 

Moderator: Mr. João Uthui, GMD, Civil Society Representative 

Presenters: (10 minutes per presentation) 

- Ms. Lígia Matimbe, Fórum de Associações Moçambicanas de Pessoas com
Deficiência (FAMOD) (15 minutes)

- Civil Society Representatives from
o Monapo – Mr. Alberto Mateus. (15 minutes)
o Gondola– Mr. Jossias Estranho Filipe. (15 minutes)
o Manhiça– Mr. Elias Raul Seth Langa. (15 minutes)

Guiding questions: 

1. How did the engagement of various stakeholders contribute to a robust sub-

national review?

2. How can the VLRs help to ensure that no one is left behind?

3. What are some of the good practices for awareness-raising?

Discussion (30 minutes) 
- Questions and comments from participants

15:15-15:30 Coffee Break 
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15:30-16:45 

Session 3b: Implementation and the Voluntary Local Review in Monapo, Gondola 
and Manhiça: Territorial Presentations  

This session will focus on the experience of selected district and municipal governments in SDG 
acceleration and local reporting on SDG implementation. 

Moderator: Mr. Graciano Júlio Francisco, Director of SPEF 

- Monapo – Mr. Justino Jaime, Head of District Planning / Mr. Couto da
Eufrásia Armando, Councillor for Finance in the Municipality (15 minutes)

- Gondola – Mr. Osvaldo Paulino Bitone, Head of District Planning / Mr. José
Guidacio Novais, Head of Planning of the Municipality(15 minutes)

- Manhiça – Mr. ⁠Bento João Macamo, Head of Planning of the Municipality /
Mr. Alfredo Tuzine, Head of District Planning (15 minutes)

Guiding questions 

1. What are the successes, challenges, gaps and lessons learned from voluntary local

review preparation processes?

2. What next steps can be taken, post-VLR, to advance SDG implementation?

Discussion (30 minutes) 
- Questions and comments from participants

16:45-17:00 Wrap up of Day 1 

Day 2 

8:30 - 09:00 Participant Registration 

09:00-10:15 

Session 4a: SDG Implementation and the Voluntary Local Review in Nampula, 
Manica and Boane: The Perspective of Civil Society on Challenges and 
Opportunities 

This session will focus on the experience of civil society organizations participating in SDG acceleration 
and national and local reporting on SDG implementation 

Moderator:  Mr. André Quilimanjaro Madaia, Director of SPEF 

Presenters:  

- Civil Society Representatives from:
o Nampula – Mr. Gaspar Jorge. (15 minutes)
o Manica – Mr. Alberto Fazenda Darare. (15 minutes)
o Boane – Ms. Maria Chuma. (15 minutes)

Guiding questions: 

1. How did the engagement of various stakeholders contribute to a robust sub-national

review?

2. How can the VLRs help to ensure that no one is left behind?

3. What are some of the good practices for awareness-raising?

- Challenges, opportunities and lessons learned
- “Leaving No One Behind”: civil society perspectives

Discussion (30 minutes) 
- Questions and comments from participants

10:15-10:30 Coffee Break 

10:30-11:45 

Session 4b: Implementation and the Voluntary Local Review in Nampula, Manica 
and Boane: Territorial Presentations  

This session will focus on the experience of selected district and municipal governments in SDG 
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acceleration and local reporting on SDG implementation. 

Moderator: Mr. Nuro Momad Hassamo, Provincial Director of DPEF Manica (tbc) 

Speakers:  

- Nampula – Mr. Maurício Virgílio, Head of District Planning / Mr. Berdino
Pires, Director of Planning of the Municipality (15 minutes)

- Manica – Mr. Delson Macoquera, Head of District Planning / Mr. Jorge
Nesibete,  Head of Planning of the Municipality (15 minutes)

- Boane – Mr. Bani José Portugal, Head of District Planning / Mr. Francisco
Pedro Ernesto, Head of Planning of the Municipality – Boane / Mr. João
Nhamussua, Head of Planning of the Municipality – Matola Rio (15 minutes)

Guiding questions 
1. What are the successes, challenges, gaps and lessons learned from voluntary local

review preparation processes?

2. What next steps can be taken, post-VLR, to advance SDG implementation?

Discussion (30 minutes) 
- Questions and comments from participants

11:45-13:00 

Session 5: Preparation of the 2026 Mozambique Voluntary National Review 

This session will provide an overview of the current status of preparation of the Voluntary National 
Review and how it may be informed and strengthened by the VLRs. 

Moderation: Ms. Evenilde Tamele, National SDG, 2063 Agenda and VNR 2026 Focal 
Point, MPD 

Presentations: 

- VNR Reference Group - Mr. Jose Jaime Macuane, Consultant VNR 2026 (15
minutes)

- Civil Society Contribution to the VNR 2026 process: Status update- Mr. João
Uthui / Pércio Nhaondole, GMD, Civil Society Representative (15 minutes)

- Localizing the SDGs in practice: Insights from Mozambique’s VLR Process –
Rúben Noa Ucucho , Consultant VLR 2025 (15 minutes)

Discussion (30 minutes) 
- Questions and comments from participants

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-15:00 

Session 6a: Interactive dialogue on Post- VLR Commitments and Next Steps 

Moderator: Ms. Cristina Matusse, National Director of Planning, MPD 

- Monapo – Mr. Emanuel Dias Impissa, District Administrator of Monapo/
Mr. Abdul Amid Alimamad, Mayor of the Municipality of Monapo (15
minutes)

- Gondola – Mr. Patricio Filimone Meque, District Administrator of Gondola/
Mr. Arlindo Cesario, Mayor of the Municipality of Gondola (15 minutes)

- Manhiça – Mr. Matias Albino Parruque, District Administrator of Manhiça/
Mr. Luis Jossias Munguambe, Mayor of the Municipality of Manhiça (15
minutes)

Guiding Questions: 
1. What is one concrete step that you plan to take to address development opportunities and challenges
that you identified in your VLR?
2. How VLRs help to identify, improve, and create local data systems that contribute to monitoring and
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reporting process? 
3. How can SDGs be included in your local planning processes?
4. In one minute please share one key-message from your VLR process and what it has demonstrated
about sustainable development in your territory that you would like to be considered by national
government?

Discussion (30 minutes) 
- Questions and comments from participants

15:00-15:15 Coffee Break 

15:15-16:15 

Session 6b: Interactive dialogue on Post- VLR Commitments and Next Steps 

Moderator: Mr. Jaide Madeira, National Director of Monitoring and Evaluation, MPD 

Speakers: (12 minutes each territory) 

- Nampula – Ms. Etelvina Rita Joaquim Fevereiro, District Administrator of
Nampula/ Mr. Luis Madubula Giquira, Mayor of the Municipality of
Nampula (15 minutes)

- Manica – Mr. Paulo Lucas Quembo Raposo, District Administrator of
Manica/ Mr. Jilane Abdul Constantino Armando, Mayor of the Municipality
of Manica (15 minutes)

- Boane – Mr. Lazaro Manuel Bambamba, District Administrator of Boane/
Ms. Geraldina Safari F. U. Bonifácio, Mayor of the Municipality of Boane /
Mr. Abdul Gafur M. Hassane Issufo, Mayor of the Municipality of Matola
Rio (15 minutes)

Guiding Questions: 
1. What is one concrete step that you plan to take to address development opportunities and challenges
that you identified in your VLR?
2. How VLRs help to identify, improve, and create local data systems that contribute to monitoring and
reporting process?
3. How can SDGs be included in your local planning processes?
4. In one minute please share one key-message from your VLR process and what it has demonstrated
about sustainable development in your territory that you would like to be considered by national
government?

Discussion (30 minutes) 
- Questions and comments from participants

16:15-16:30 

Closing Remarks 

- Ms. Carol Pollack, Senior Sustainable Development Officer, UN DESA

- Ms. Isabel Maria Sumar, Permanent Secretary MPD

16:30 End of the Seminar 


