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1. Stocktaking and key challenges

e SDG 11 progress remains uneven and insufficient. While improvements have been observed
in monitoring systems, national urban policy adoption and disaster risk reduction strategies,
many core targets, including access to housing and basic services, air quality and access to
public transport, have stagnated or regressed. Rapid urbanization and urban sprawl, widening
inequalities, climate-related displacement, geopolitical tensions and economic volatility
continue to constrain progress and complicate policy responses.

e Urban inequalities and data gaps continue to undermine effective action. Despite
improvements in SDG 11 indicator methodologies and geospatial monitoring tools, major gaps
persist in urban data systems. Informal settlements, peri-urban areas and marginalized
populations remain underrepresented in official statistics, while many cities lack the technical
and institutional capacity to collect and interpret disaggregated data.

e Urbanization must be treated as a strategic platform for accelerating sustainable
development. Cities concentrate risks such as climate vulnerability, inequality and infrastructure
pressures, but also opportunities for innovation, productivity and transformative solutions.
Investments in housing, infrastructure, sustainable transport and public services will shape
development pathways, emissions trajectories and social outcomes well beyond 2030.

2. Policies and actions to maximize synergies and drive transformation

* Adopt systems-based and participatory urban planning approaches. Addressing complex
urban challenges requires integrated policy approaches aligning urban planning, climate action,
disaster risk reduction, infrastructure investment and fiscal systems. Systems thinking and co-



creation involving governments, communities, researchers and the private sector can help
identify synergies, manage trade-offs and design more inclusive, resilient and context-
appropriate solutions.

* Prioritize equity, housing and inclusive urban development. Addressing the global housing
crisis is essential for achieving SDG 11. Governments should recognize informal settlements as
integral parts of cities, prioritize access to basic services and secure tenure, and support
participatory upgrading approaches that protect residents’ rights while strengthening urban
resilience and economic inclusion.

 Leverage urban systems to advance sustainability and resilience. Integrated approaches in
food systems, sustainable transport and resource-efficient infrastructure can generate multiple
co-benefits, including climate mitigation, improved public health, job creation and reduced
environmental pressures. For example, of the 2.33 billion people who are moderately or
severely food insecure globally, 1.7 billion live in urban and peri-urban areas. Making food
systems more visible in urban planning and investment strategies, and embedding integrated
approaches in national urban policies and local planning frameworks, can accelerate progress
across multiple SDGs.

e Scale up circular-economy solutions. Local governments and entities such as utility
companies can play a key role in scaling circular-economy solutions such as waste-to-energy
initiatives converting organic waste into biogas, reducing landfill dependency while supporting
clean energy targets; safe reuse of treated wastewater for irrigation, aquaculture and industrial
processes; and recovery of nutrients and materials from waste streams to support soil health
and agricultural productivity.

3. Means of implementation

¢ Strengthen urban data systems as a public good. Integrated and interoperable data systems
linking local observatories, national statistical offices and global monitoring platforms are
essential for evidence-based policymaking. Expanding access to geospatial technologies, citizen-
generated data and open data standards, while strengthening municipal capacity, can help close
persistent data gaps and make inequalities within cities more visible.

* Enhance science, technology and innovation partnerships. Stronger collaboration between
governments, research institutions, the private sector and international partners is needed to
advance innovation in sustainable infrastructure, climate resilience and urban planning.
Engagement with local universities can further support local governments in developing
evidence-based solutions.

* Mobilize sustainable financing and manage investment risks. Achieving SDG 11 requires
significantly scaled-up investment in urban infrastructure and services. Blended finance



mechanisms, stronger municipal financial systems and improved project preparation can attract
long-term capital while safeguarding public interests. Risk-sharing approaches and innovative
revenue mechanisms can strengthen cities’ investment capacity and mobilize sources such as
pension funds, though broader discussions on risk and co-benefits remain necessary.

¢ Strengthen local capacities and multi-level governance. Empowering local governments with
adequate mandates, financing and technical capacity is essential for effective SDG
implementation. Mechanisms such as Voluntary Local Reviews can strengthen policy coherence,
improve accountability and connect local priorities with national and global development
agendas while helping cities develop investment-ready project pipelines.



