
Remarks on cross-cutting messages for the SDGs in focus 

Briefing on the outcomes of Expert Group Meetings on in-focus SDGs in 

preparation for the 2026 High-level Political Forum 

 

Astra Bonini, Chief, Integrated Policy Analysis Branch, DSDG, UN DESA 

 

13 March 2026 

 

 

Distinguished delegates, Excellencies, Colleagues, 

Let me begin by expressing sincere appreciation to our UN partners 

who co-organized this series of Expert Group Meetings with UNDESA, and 

also to the experts from across regions and sectors who brought such 

thoughtful, grounded insights to the discussions at each EGM. Their 

contributions come at an essential moment. With less than five years 

remaining, every opportunity for shared reflection on the SDGs is also an 

opportunity for collective acceleration.  

Across the EGMs on water and sanitation, energy, industry and 

innovation, and sustainable cities, a powerful message came through: none of 

these Goals can advance in isolation. The experts underscored again and again 

that the 2030 Agenda is inherently interdependent, and that progress in one 

area is most impactful when it unlocks progress in many others.  

We heard, for example, how resilient water and sanitation systems are a 

foundation for sustainable cities—crucial for public health, climate resilience, 

and safe and inclusive urban environments. 

We heard how clean and affordable energy enables modern transport, 

efficient buildings, digital inclusion, and low-carbon industries. 

And we heard how innovation and resilient infrastructure shape 

countries’ abilities to manage scarce resources, connect communities, expand 

opportunities and strengthen resilience in a rapidly changing world.  



These interlinkages point to a clear insight: sectoral approaches will not 

deliver the scale of impact needed. Our most effective solutions are those that 

deliberately work across Goals, surfacing synergies and addressing trade-offs 

directly.  

A second strong cross-cutting message was the importance of coherence 

and coordination. While many promising pathways exist—from off-grid 

renewable systems, to advanced water treatment technologies, to digital tools 

that improve urban service delivery—experts noted that the real challenge is 

often institutional. Fragmentation, short planning horizons, or misaligned 

incentives can slow the pace of transformation. 

On the other hand, where strong coordination mechanisms exist—

across ministries, sectors, and levels of government—countries are better able 

to mobilize financing, integrate climate and development plans, and scale 

solutions more quickly.  

Third, the EGMs highlighted mounting pressures shaping 

implementation: accelerating climate impacts, intensifying water stress, rapid 

urbanization, and the growing resource demands of digital technologies, 

including AI data centres. These pressures are reshaping policy space and 

demand anticipatory, forward-looking decision-making.  

And finally, experts were clear about the persistent financing 

constraints—particularly for resilient infrastructure, urban services, water 

systems, and energy transitions. Discussions pointed to the importance of 

global cooperation and the ongoing efforts to strengthen the international 

financial architecture, as reflected in Seville.  

Colleagues, 

Taken together, these cross-cutting insights offer practical ways 

forward. 

• They tell us that the solutions exist, but they must be applied in 

integrated ways. 



• They tell us that institutions matter, with coordination, coherence, and 

long-term planning acting as conditions for acceleration. 

• And they tell us that transformation is still possible, but only if we move 

decisively toward the synergies that science, evidence, and experience 

are already revealing. 

As we look ahead to the 2026 HLPF, we hope these EGM insights will 

help guide your preparations by highlighting where action can deliver the 

greatest gains across the SDGs. We will circulate the written summaries 

shortly to support your work. DESA, together with our UN partners, remains 

committed to supporting you in driving the integrated, ambitious action 

needed in these final years to 2030. 

 

Thank you. 

 


