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▪ The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development aims to end poverty, protect the 
planet and ensure prosperity and peace for all people by the year 2030. 

▪ Two thirds of the world’s population is projected to live in urban areas 
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Consistent with 
observed trends in the 
rest of Africa, Ghana has 
been experiencing rapid 
urbanization since 1950 

Source: Author development UN-Habitat 2023. Based on UNDESA…
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▪ The COVID-19 pandemic 
further exposed 
vulnerability resulting 
from underlying 
inequalities and 
exclusion in cities and 
towns

▪ As Ghanaian cities grow, 
there is an urgency to 
leverage the urbanization 
process as a positive 
force
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▪ In approximately 75% of cities, spatial inequality is higher compared to two 
decades ago. 
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TARGET 11.1: By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic 
services and upgrade slums.

Indicator 11.1.1: Proportion of urban population living in slums, informal settlements or inadequate 
housing.

SDG 11.1.1: Adequate Housing & Slums

• Slums or Slum Households are defined as one in 
which the inhabitants suffer from one or more of 
the following: 

• 1) Lack of access to improved water source

• 2) Lack of access to improved sanitation facilities 

• 3) Lack of sufficient living area

• 4) Lack of housing durability



Slum Population (Ghana, 2025)

A total of 2.20 million (46.1%) households 
exhibit slum characteristics

A little more than one in four (26.6%) of the total number of 
localities in urban areas are slums

Source: GSS, 2025



Unimproved water sources

Adequate Housing & Slums

Improved water sources

Source: GSS



Households with no toilet facility

Adequate Housing & Slums

Improved Sanitation Facilities

Source: GSS



Target 11.7: By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public 
spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities. 

Indicator 11.7.1: Average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space for public use for 
all, by sex, age and persons with disabilities.

SDG 11.7.1: Open Public Spaces

• Built up Area: This is the contiguous part of a
city occupied by buildings and other
impervious surfaces.

• Open Public Spaces: Refer to undeveloped
land or land with no buildings (or other built
structures) that is accessible to the public,
and that provides recreational areas for
residents and helps boost environmental
quality of neighborhoods.

• Types of open public space vary across cities
and can broadly include parks, gardens,
playgrounds, public beaches, riverbanks and
waterfronts.
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Inequalities in Accra

Percent green space across neighbourhoods in 
Accra 

Hotspots of heat across neighbourhoods in Accra (2017-2024)



Heat Vulnerabilities Across Neighbourhoods



Heat Vulnerabilities Across Neighbourhoods

About 25972 inhabitants 
across 90 EAs are 
exposed to extreme heat 
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Indicator (UMF-09): Proportion of population living in households with access to basic services

Living under poverty often encompasses multiple deprivations

SDG 1.2.1: Basic Services

• Access to Health Facilities (spatial indicator) 
refers to access to a health facility within five 
minutes walking radius (equivalent to 400-meter 
distance along the streets network) from homes/

• Access to primary schools (spatial indicator) 
refers to access to a primary school facility within 
five minutes walking radius (equivalent to 400-
meter distance along the streets network) from 
homes/ residences.



▪ 57% the population aged 0-14 have access to educational facilities within 400 
metres of walking

▪ Less than 57% of the population in 14 out of the 40 neighbourhoods have 
access to education within 400 metres of walking



ArcGIS Survey 123 

https://survey123.arcgis.com/surveys


Thank you!

www.unhabitat.org
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